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CHAPTER  1 
INTRODUCTION 


Purpose 

The  factors  which  influence  the  shape  and  direction  of 
Henderson  County's  growth  are  many  and  varied:  patterns  of 

LAND  OWNERSHIP,  AVAILABILITY  AND  PRICE  OF  LAND,  TOPOGRAPHY, 
ACCESS  TO  MARKETS  AND  TRADE  CENTERS,  AVAILABILITY  OF  UTILITIES 
AND  THE  GOALS  AND  IDEALS  OF  THE  CITIZENS  THEMSELVES, 

Often  times  these  influences  result  in  land  use  re- 
lationships WHICH  ARE  AT  BEST  INCONVENIENT  AND  AT  WORST 
UNHEALTHFUL  AND  UNSAFE. 

The  purpose  of  the  Henderson  County  Land  Use  Plan  is  to 

PROVIDE  A BASIC  FRAMEWORK  FOR  THE  GUIDANCE  OF  FUTURE  GROWTH, 

The  Land  Use  Plan  is  concerned  with  the  location,  amount  and 

INTENSITY  OF  LAND  DEVELOPMENT. 

A STATEMENT  OF  COMMUNITY  GOALS  AND  OBJECTIVES  PROVIDES 
A FOUNDATION,  A "STARTING  POINT"  AGAINST  WHICH  DECISIONS  RE- 
LATING TO  LAND  DEVELOPMENT  SHOULD  BE  WEIGHED.  BECAUSE  THESE 
GOALS  GUIDE  THE  PUBLIC  DECISION-MAKING  PROCESS,  THEY  HAVE  A 
GREAT  SIGNIFICANCE  FOR  THE  PRIVATE  SECTOR--THE  MERCHANT,  THE 
HOMEOWNER,  THE  INDUSTRIALISTS  SEEKING  TO  LOCATE  IN  THE  COUNTY, 

Goals  statements  and  implementation  of  policies  are  of 

LITTLE  VALUE  WITHOUT  SOME  COMMITMENT  TO  THEM  BY  THE  BOARD  OF 

County  Commissioners  and  the  Planning  Board.  For  this  reason, 

FORMAL  ADOPTION  OF  A GOALS  STATEMENT  AS  PART  OF  THE  COMPRE- 
HENSIVE DEVELOPMENT  PLAN  IS  STRONGLY  RECOMMENDED.  THE 
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Henderson  County  Planning  Board  formally  adopted  the  Goals 
and  Objectives  statement  on  June  22,  1976.  The  Henderson 
County  Board  of  Commissioners  adopted  the  Goals  and  Ob- 
jectives STATEMENT  ON  JUNE  30,  1976.  THIS  IS  IMPORTANT 
BECAUSE,  AT  THE  POLICY  LEVEL,  THESE  OFFICIALS  WILL  BE  FACED 
WITH  THE  DECISIONS  THAT  WILL  DICTATE  FUTURE  GROWTH  AND  DE- 
VELOPMENT in  Henderson  County. 

While  it  is  not  asserted  that  this  list  includes  all 

DESIRABLE  GOALS  FOR  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  NOR  THAT  THEY  WILL  BE 
AGREED  UPON  BY  ALL  CITIZENS,  THEY  DO  FORM  A BASIS  FOR  DIS- 
CUSSION IN  THE  COMMUNITY  AND  THUS  A FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 

County's  comprehensive  development  plan. 

■&Q.A  LS— AND.-P-BJLE_CT_LV  E $. 

GENERAL  DEVELOPMENT  GOALS 

A.  Provide  a living  environment  for  all  citizens  of  Henderson 
County  which  is  safe,  healthy,  convenient,  efficient  and 

ATTRACTIVE. 

B.  Provide  residential,  agricultural,  commercial,  industrial, 

RECREATIONAL,  SOCIAL  AND  CULTURAL  DEVELOPMENT  TO  MEET  THE 
NEEDS  OF  ALL  HENDERSON  COUNTY  RESIDENTS. 

C.  Provide  a wide  range  of  employment  opportunities  to  all 
Henderson  County  residents. 

D.  Provide  necessary  public  and  private  facilities  and  services 

IN  A PLANNED  AND  ORDERLY  MANNER. 

E.  Preserve  and  protect  the  environment  of  Henderson  County 

INCLUDING  LAND,  AIR  AND  WATER  RESOURCES. 
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F,  Encourage  coordination  and  efficiency  of  federal,  state, 

LOCAL  AND  PRIVATE  AGENCIES  AND  PROGRAMS. 

G.  Consider  the  desires  of  the  citizens  of  Henderson  County. 

Realizing  that  there  are  limited  natural  and  man-made 

RESOURCES  AVAILABLE  FOR  DEVELOPMENT  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  AND 
THAT  UNCOORDINATED  AND  UNPLANNED  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  RESOURCES 
MAY  BE  DETRIMENTAL  TO  THE  GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  WELFARE, 
THE  FOLLOWING  SPECIFIC  GOALS  HAVE  BEEN  ADOPTED  TO  HELP  FORMU- 
LATE A SOUND  PLANNING  PROGRAM  FOR  HENDERSON  COUNTY. 

SPECIFIC  DEVELOPMENT  GOALS 

I.  Residential  Development  Goals 

A.  Provisions  for  a mixture  of  housing  types  should  be 

PLANNED  FOR  THROUGHOUT  HENDERSON  COUNTY. 

B.  Low,  MEDIUM  AND  HIGH  DENSITY  RESIDENTIAL  AREAS  SHOULD 
BE  PROVIDED  IN  FUTURE  RESIDENTIAL  LAND  USE  DECISIONS. 

C.  Land  not  suitable  for  development,  such  as  flood 

PLAINS  OR  STEEP  SLOPES,  SHOULD  BE  IDENTIFIED  AND 
AVOIDED. 

D.  Residential  streets  should  be  designed  to  adequately 

SERVE  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  THE  AREA  AND  DISCOURAGE  THROUGH 
TRAFFIC. 

E.  Public  water  and  sewer  should  be  used  when  possible 

WHEN  DEVELOPING  NEW  RESIDENTIAL  AREAS.  WHERE  SEPTIC 
TANKS  AND  WELLS  ARE  TO  BE  USED,  ADEQUATE  LAND  SHOULD 
BE  AVAILABLE  TO  INSURE  SOUND  HEALTH  STANDARDS. 
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F.  New  residential  areas  may  be  bounded  but  should  never 

BE  CROSSED  BY  MAJOR  THOROUGHFARES. 

G.  Setbacks,  open  space  and  natural  buffers  should 

SEPARATE  RESIDENTIAL  AREAS  FROM  THE  NOISE,  HEAVY 
TRAFFIC,  AIR  POLLUTION  AND  GENERAL  CONGESTION  ASSOCI- 
ATED WITH  COMMERCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  LAND  USES. 

H.  The  established,  viable  neighborhoods  and  residential 

AREAS  SHOULD  BE  PROTECTED  FROM  UNDESIRABLE  ENCROACH- 
MENT BY  COMMERCIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  LAND  USES. 

I.  The  natural  beauty  and  scenic  value  of  an  area  should 

RECEIVE  AS  MUCH  ATTENTION  FROM  RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPERS 
AS  DO  ECONOMIC  GAINS. 

J.  Residential  development  should  be  avoided  near  airports. 

K.  Programs  and  policies  should  be  adopted  to  revitalize 
deteriorating  residential  areas. 

L.  A systematic  local  government  program  of  area  beauti- 
fication SHOULD  BE  ESTABLISHED  NOT  ONLY  FOR  OLDER 
RESIDENTIAL  AREAS,  BUT  INCORPORATED  INTO  THE  PLANNING 
OF  NEW  RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

M.  Regulatory  codes  and  location  standards  should  be 

ADOPTED  AND  ENFORCED  TO  AID  IN  THE  SAFE  AND  EFFICIENT 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  RESIDENTIAL  AREAS  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY. 

II.  Agricultural  Development  Goals 

A.  To  promote  soil  and  water  conservation  planning  at 

ALL  LEVELS  OF  GOVERNMENT  AND  ENCOURAGE  THE  DEVELOPMENT 
OF  MORE  EFFICIENT  PROGRAMS  TO  MINIMIZE  FLOODING  OF 


AGRICULTURAL  LAND  AND  ALLEVIATE  DRAINAGE  AND  SOIL 
EROSION  PROBLEMS  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY. 

B,  Agricultural  land  should  be  preserved  to  the  fullest 

EXTENT  POSSIBLE  CONSISTENT  WITH  THE  REALITIES  OF  A 
BALANCED  ECONOMY, 

C.  Individual  as  well  as  county-wide  conservation  plans 

SHOULD  BE  DEVELOPED  IN  COOPERATION  WITH  THE  SOIL  CON- 
SERVATION Service  and  other  State  agencies,  These 

PLANS  SHOULD  AID  IN  DETERMINING  THE  BEST  USE  OF  RURAL 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS  AND  PROTECT  THE  FUTURE  LAND 
AND  WATER  NEEDS  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

III.  Industrial  Development  Goals 

A,  To  PROVIDE  A CHOICE  OF  INDUSTRIAL  SITES  THROUGHOUT 

the  County  with  available  services  such  as  water. 

SEWER  AND  TRANSPORTATION  NETWORKS  INCLUDING  HIGHWAY. 
RAIL  AND  AIR  FACILITIES, 

B.  TO  PROMOTE  AND  ENCOURAGE  SMALL.  CLEAN.  LIGHT  INDUSTRY 
COMPATIBLE  WITH  THE  AVAILABLE  WORK  FORCES, 

C.  TO  MINIMIZE  THE  UNDESIRABLE  EFFECTS  OF  INDUSTRY  ON 
RESIDENTIAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  AREAS  BY  PROPER  USE  OF 
OPEN  SPACE.  BUFFERS  AND  SETBACKS. 

D,  To  MINIMIZE  THE  NOISE.  AIR  AND  WATER  POLLUTION  ASSOCI- 
ATED WITH  INDUSTRIAL  LAND  USE. 

IV,  Commercial  Development  Goals 

A.  To  MINIMIZE  FURTHER  STRIP  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 
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ALONG  MAJOR  THOROUGHFARES  AND  IMPROVE  THE  APPEARANCE 
AND  TRAFFIC  SAFETY  OF  EXISTING  COMMERCIAL  AREAS, 

B,  TO  PROVIDE  CONCENTRATIONS  OF  HIGHWAY  ORIENTED  BUSINESSES 
IN  UNIFIED  DEVELOPMENTS  AT  INTERSECTIONS  OF  SELECTED 
MAJOR  THOROUGHFARES  AS  AN  ALTERNATIVE  TO  STRIP  COM- 
MERCIAL DEVELOPMENT  (PLANNED  COMMERCIAL  DISTRICTS), 

C.  Encourage  the  revitalization  of  the  Hendersonville 
Central  Business  District  as  a center  of  finance  and 

TRADE. 

To  attain  the  goals  stated  above,  the  first  important  step 

TO  FOLLOW  IS  THE  PREPARATION  OF  A LONG  RANGE  PLAN  FOR  THE 
PHYSICAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  HENDERSON  C0UNTY~~THE  LAND  USE  PLAN . 

Achieving  the  Land  Use  Plan  (and  the  goals  it  represents) 

WILL  REQUIRE  THE  ENACTMENT  OF  APPROPRIATE  ORDINANCES  AND  WILL 
REQUIRE  THE  ENFORCEMENT  THEREOF, 

The  ZONING  ORDINANCE  IS  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  EFFECTIVE  ORDI- 
NANCES FOR  IMPLEMENTING  THE  LAND  USE  PLAN,  THE  ZONING  ORDI- 
NANCE IS  DIRECTLY  CONCERNED  WITH  THE  USE  OF  LAND,  THE  INTENSITY 
OF  LAND  USE  AND  THE  PLACEMENT  OF  BUILDINGS  ON  THE  LAND.  ALL 

of  Henderson  County  should  have  zoning  protection, 

Subdivision  regulations  guide  new  development  of  land, 

They  outline  street  requirements  and  general  design,  the  re- 
lationship OF  A PARTICULAR  SUBDIVISION  TO  ADJOINING  PROPERTIES 
AND  IN  GENERAL  DESCRIBE  THE  TYPE  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  THE  COMMUNITY 
EXPECTS  LAND  DEVELOPERS  TO  PROVIDE  IN  EXCHANGE  FOR  THE  PRIVILEGE 
OF  MAKING  A PROFIT  FROM  HENDERSON  COUNTY'S  ONLY  IRREPLACEABLE 
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RESOURCE— THE  LAND  ITSELF, 

The  general  goal  of  a safe,  healthy  environment  cannot 

BE  ATTAINED  WITHOUT  THE  ENFORCEMENT  OF  COUNTY-WIDE  BUILDING 
AND  RELATED  CODES,  THESE  CODES  APPLY  TO  NEW  CONSTRUCTION  AND 
TO  MAINTENANCE  OF  EXISTING  STRUCTURES,  AND  AIM  AT  STRUCTURAL 
SAFETY  AND  SAFETY  FROM  FIRE  IN  PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  BUILDINGS, 

These  are  the  most  important  ordinances  which  can  be 

EFFECTIVE  INSTRUMENTS  IN  ATTAINING  THE  STATED  GOALS,  In 
ADDITION,  MANY  DAY-TO-DAY  DECISIONS  BY  PUBLIC  OFFICIALS,  TRADE 
ASSOCIATIONS  AND  PRIVATE  CITIZENS  WILL  BE  DIRECTLY  RELATED  TO 
THE  ACHIEVEMENT  OF  THE  GOALS  AND  PROGRAMS  INCORPORATED  IN  THE 

Henderson  County  Land  Use  Plan.  It  is  anticipated  that  changing 

CONDITIONS,  IMPROVED  TECHNIQUES  AND  INCREASED  PUBLIC  PARTICI- 
PATION WILL  PROVIDE  THE  IMPETUS  TO  REVISE  AND  AMEND  THIS  INITIAL 
EFFORT  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME. 
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CHAPTER  2 
EARLY  HISTORY 


The  land  known  as  Henderson  County  was  originally 
Cherokee  land,  used  by  the  Indians  for  hunting  grounds  during 
THE  SUMMER  AND  EARLY  FALL.  In  1785  THE  TREATY  OF  HOPEWELL 
PUSHED  THE  INDIANS  BEYOND  THE  BLUE  RlDGE  MOUNTAINS  AND  OPENED 
A NEW  FRONTIER  FOR  SETTLEMENT.  IMMEDIATELY  MANY  SETTLERS 
CAME  INTO  THE  VIRGIN  LAND.  A GREAT  MANY  WERE  SOLDIERS  WHO 
WERE  GIVEN  LAND  GRANTS  OF  VARYING  SIZES  ACCORDING  TO  THEIR  RANK 

in  the  Continental  Army.  Some  were  adventurers  and  explorers, 

AND  MANY  WERE  JUST  SEEKING  A BETTER  EXISTANCE. 

Among  the  earliest  known  settlers  was  William  Mills, 

WHO  CAME  FIRST  TO  THE  AREA  KNOWN  AS  FRUITLAND,  WHERE  HE  SPENT 
MOST  OF  HIS  LIFE;  HE  THEN  ACQUIRED  LAND  IN  THE  MILLS  RlVER 
SECTION  IN  ONE  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  LAND  GRANTS  RECORDED  IN  1787. 
Mills,  a loyalist  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  was  wounded  in 
the  Battle  of  King's  Mountain.  He  escaped,  made  his  way  west 

AND  HID  IN  A CAVE  ON  SUGAR  LOAF  MOUNTAIN  UNTIL  HIS  WOUNDS 

healed.  Apparently  he  asked  for  and  received  a pardon,  since 

HE  LATER  SERVED  IN  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  ARMY . HlS  LOYALIST 
SYMPATHIES  RESULTED  IN  THE  CONFISCATION  OF  PROPERTY  HE  OWNED 

on  the  Green  River,  so  he  brought  his  family  to  the  northeast 

SECTION  OF  WHAT  WOULD  LATER  BECOME  HENDERSON  COUNTY. 

It  was  the  habit  of  William  Mills  to  plant  at  least  100 

FRUIT  TREES  A YEAR  IN  THE  AREA  AROUND  HIS  HOME,  MOSTLY  CHERRY 
AND  APPLE  TREES.  THIS  LED  TO  THE  NAMING  OF  THE  COMMUNITY  OF 
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Fruitland  and  was  the  predecessor  of  the  giant  apple  industry 
of  Henderson  County  today.  Mills  is  also  credited  with  such 

PICTURESQUE  NAMES  IN  THE  COUNTY  AS  BeARWALLOW,  SUGAR  LOAF  AND 

Bald  Top. 

Also  receiving  land  grants  in  the  year  1787  were  William 
Staton  and  John  Davis  in  the  southern  part  of  the  County  along 
Green  River. 

Not  long  after  William  Mills  settled  near  Fruitland..  two 

BROTHERS,  SAMUEL  AND  ASA  EdNEY  SETTLED  NEAR  BY.  EACH  MARRIED 
A DAUGHTER  OF  WlLLIAM  MlLLS,  ASA  SETTLING  ON  CLEAR  CREEK  AND 

Samuel  settling  in  an  area  later  named  Edneyville.  The  Asa 
Edney  house  on  Clear  Creek  was  built  about  1800;  on  a road 

TRAVELED  BY  DROVERS  MAKING  THEIR  WAY  FROM  TENNESSEE  AND  KEN- 
TUCKY TO  SOUTHERN  MARKETS.  THE  EDNEY  HOUSE  BECAME  A REGULAR 
STOPPING  PLACE  FOR  TRAVELERS  ALONG  THIS  ROAD. 

At  APPROXIMATELY  THE  SAME  TIME;  a settlement  was  develop- 
ing in  the  Flat  Rock  area  around  a mill  owned  by  John  Earle. 

In  1790  HE  RECEIVED  A LAND  GRANT  FOR  EXTENSIVE  PROPERTY  IN 
Flat  Rock  and  began  building  a road  from  his  home  near  Landrum; 

S.  C.;  THROUGH  THE  SALUDA  GAP;  TO  HIS  FARM  AND  MILL  AT  FLAT 

Rock.  This  road;  completed  about  1800;  opened  the  southern 

PORTION  OF  THE  COUNTY;  MAKING  IT  MORE  ACCESSIBLE  FOR  TRAVEL 
AND  TRADE.  WlTHIN  A FEW  YEARS;  OTHER  SETTLERS  CAME  FROM  SOUTH 

Carolina.  Notable  among  these  were  Daniel  Blake;  a rice  planter 

WHO  SETTLED  ON  CANE  CREEK  IN  1826  NEAR  THE  PRESENT  COMMUNITY  OF 

Fletcher;  and  Charles  Baring;  also  a rice  planter;  who  pur- 
chased land  at  Flat  Rock  as  early  as  1827.  Charles  Baring 
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CONTINUED  PURCHASING  LAND  AND  ACQUIRING  IT  BY  GRANT  UNTIL  IN 
1833  RECORDS  INDICATE  HE  OWNED  APPROXIMATELY  3,000  ACRES.  As 
THE  AREA  AROUND  FLAT  ROCK  BECAME  POPULAR  WITH  THE  WEALTHY 
FAMILIES  OF  CHARLESTON  AS  A SUMMER  RESIDENCE,  BARING  SOLD  OFF 
TRACTS  OF  THIS  LAND. 

Murray's  Inn  was  kept  for  many  years  by  William  Murray  on 
the  old  Howard  Gap  road  and  was  a favorite  stopping  place 

FOR  PEOPLE  TRAVELING  THE  ROAD.  THE  COMMUNITY  WAS  FIRST  CALLED 

Murrayville,  then  Limestone,  Shufordville,  and  eventually 
Fletcher.  One  of  the  earliest  post  offices  in  the  County  was 
ESTABLISHED  THERE  IN  1827  WITH  WlLLIAM  MURRAY  AS  POSTMASTER. 

William  Fletcher  acquired  large  tracts  of  land  near  the 
mouth  of  Cane  Creek  early  in  the  history  of  the  area.  Not 

LONG  AFTERWARD,  HE  MOVED  HIS  FAMILY  TO  ALABAMA,  BUT  HIS  SON, 

John,  returned  to  the  family  lands  and  settled  the  section  now 

BEARING  HIS  FAMILY  NAME. 

Henderson  County  was  formed  in  1838  by  an  act  of  the  North 
Carolina  legislature.  The  County  was  named  for  Judge  Leonard 
Henderson,  a native  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  who  had 

NO  KNOWN  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  AREA.  THE  LEGISLATION  WHICH  CREAT- 
ED the  County  also  provided  for  its  government.  Eleven  Com- 
missioners WERE  TO  BE  APPOINTED  AND  A COUNTY  SEAT  ESTABLISHED. 

The  latter  seemingly  simple  task  arroused  much  passion  in  the 

NEW  COUNTY  AND  TOOK  THREE  YEARS  AND  THREE  TRIPS  TO  THE  STATE 
SUPREME  COURT  TO  SETTLE.  TWO  FACTIONS  EMERGED;  ONE,  THE  "RlVER 

Party,"  preferred  the  county  seat  be  located  on  the  French 
Broad  River  at  what  is  now  Horse  Shoe;  and  the  "Road  Party," 
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PREFERRED  A SITE  ON  THE  BUNCOMBE  TURNPIKE.  The  DEBATE  WAS 
SO  BITTER  THAT  A REFERENDUM  WAS  HELD  TO  DECIDE  THE  MATTER. 

The  road  site  was  favored  and  the  County  seat,  to  be  known 
as  Hendersonville,  was  established.  Judge  Mitchell  King, 

James  Brittain  and  John  Johnson  deeded  a total  of  79  acres 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Court,  William  Brittain,  in 
1841;  THE  FIRST  LOTS  WERE  DRAWN  UP  IN  1846.  THE  1830  CENSUS 
LISTED  THE  POPULATION  OF  HENDERSON  COUNTY  (WHICH  AT  THAT 
TIME  INCLUDED  A LARGE  PART  OF  WHAT  IS  TODAY  TRANSYLVANIA 

County)  at  5,129. 

The  pattern  of  settlement  in  the  area  which  was  to  be- 
come Henderson  County  was  around  the  perimeter  rather  than 

RADIATING  FROM  A CENTRAL  POPULATION  CONCENTRATION.  REASONS 
FOR  THIS  BECOME  APPARENT  WHEN  THE  GEOGRAPHY  OF  THE  AREA  IS 

noted.  Since  the  County  is  mountainous  on  most  of  its 

PERIMETER,  SETTLERS  ENTERED  THE  AREA  AT  THE  POINTS  OF  LEAST 
RES  I STANCE- “THROUGH  GAPS  IN  THE  MOUNTAINS  SUCH  AS  SWANNANOA 

Gap,  Mills  Gap,  Hickory  Nut  Gorge,  Ottanola,  Howard  Gap  and 
Saluda  Gap;  or  through  river  valleys.  The  earliest  settlers 

CAME  OVER  ROUGH  TRAILS  AND  PATHS  MADE  BY  THE  INDIANS,  SETTLING 
FIRST  IN  THE  PRESENT  SECTION  OF  FRUITLAND,  EdNEYVILLE,  GREEN 

River,  Etowah,  Fletcher,  Mills  River  and  Ottanola.  Settle- 
ments GREW  UP  ALONG  THESE  EARLY  ROADS  AROUND  INNS  ESTABLISHED 
TO  SERVE  TRAVELERS  AND  AROUND  MILLS  WHICH  WERE  BUILT  ALONG 
STREAMS  AND  WERE  USED  FOR  GRINDING  GRAIN  AND  DRESSING  LUMBER. 

Only  as  the  population  grew,  and  the  County  seat  was  placed 
on  the  Buncombe  Turnpike,  which  ran  north-south  along  the 
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PRESENT  ROUTE  OF  U.S,  25,  DID  THE  CONCENTRATION  OF  PEOPLE 
BEGIN  TO  MOVE  TOWARD  THE  CENTER  OF  THE  COUNTY, 

Communication  among  the  early  settlers  and  with  the 

OUTSIDE  WORLD  WAS  DEPENDENT  UPON  THE  ROADS . , . I NFORMATION 
CAME  VIA  TRAVELERS.  The  EARLY  ROADS  OF  THE  COUNTY  WERE  BARELY 
MORE  THAN  TRAILS,  OFTEN  DUSTY  AND  OCCASIONALLY  SO  MUDDY  THEY 
WERE  BARELY  PASSABLE.  ROAD  MAINTENANCE  WAS  A RESPONSIBILITY 
OF  EACH  INDIVIDUAL  TOWNSHIP.  EVERY  ABLE-BODIED  MAN  IN  THE 
AREA  WAS  REQUIRED  TO  GIVE  A CERTAIN  NUMBER  OF  DAYS  EACH  YEAR, 
FURNISHING  HIS  OWN  TOOLS,  TO  MAINTAIN  THE  ROADS.  THIS  RULE 
WAS  DIFFICULT  TO  ENFORCE,  SO  EACH  TOWNSHIP'S  ROADS  REFLECTED 
NOT  ONLY  THE  PRIDE  OF  THE  COMMUNITY,  BUT  THE  ABILITY  OF  COM- 
MUNITY LEADERS  TO  ENCOURAGE  RESIDENTS  TO  WORK  ON  THE  ROADS. 

The  road  completed  by  John  Earle  in  1800  linked  with  an 

EXISTING  ROAD  GOING  NORTH  INTO  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY  TO  MORRISTOWN 

(Asheville).  This  was  later  named  the  Buncombe  Turnpike,  and 

OFTEN  CALLED  THE  STATE  ROAD . A FEW  YEARS  LATER  THE  OLD  HOWARD 

Gap  road  was  opened.  This  came  through  Saluda  Gap  from  Tryon 

AND  FOLLOWED  NEARLY  A STRAIGHT  LINE  TO  FLETCHER.  ONE  OF  THE 
EARLIEST  EAST-WEST  ROADS  THROUGH  THE  COUNTY  WENT  FROM  0TTANOLA, 
AT  THE  JUNCTION  OF  RUTHERFORD  AND  POLK  COUNTIES,  THROUGH 

Mills  Gap,  then  north  into  Buncombe  County.  Another  early 

ROAD,  KNOWN  AS  THE  ESTATOE  PATH,  FOLLOWED  THE  FRENCH  BROAD 

Valley,  then  crossed  the  mountains  at  Caesar's  Head  and  con- 
tinued to  Greenville,  S.  C. 

The  ten  years  between  18A0  and  1850  shows  considerable 

GROWTH,  WITH  THE  POPULATION  INCREASING  BY  ABOUT  ONE  THIRD. 
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The  1850  census  records  a population  of  6,853.  The  other 

FIGURES  IN  THE  CENSUS  REPORT  INDICATE  THE  COUNTY  CONSISTED 
OF  PRIMARILY  RURAL  PEOPLE,  LIVING  OFF  THE  LAND,  WITH  THEIR 
LIMITED  NEEDS  BEING  SUPPLIED  BY  COTTAGE  INDUSTRY. 

The  County  continued  in  much  the  same  pattern  until  an 
HISTORIC  DATE,  JULY  4,  1879,  THE  DAY  THE  FIRST  TRAIN  CAME  TO 
Hendersonville.  Until  that  date,  Henderson  County  had  been 

ACCESSIBLE  ONLY  OVER  THE  ROUGH,  OFTEN  POORLY  MAINTAINED  ROADS. 

Travel  by  wagon  or  coach  was  an  ordeal,  but  with  the  advent 

OF  THE  RAILROAD,  A NEW  ERA  OPENED  IN  THE  COUNTY  AS  MORE  AND 
MORE  SUMMER  VISITORS  CAME  AND  THE  TASK  OF  SHIPPING  AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS  TO  MARKET  WAS  MADE  EASIER  AND  MORE  PROFITABLE.  As 
VISITORS  CAME  TO  THE  COUNTY,  HOTELS,  STORES  AND  OTHER  SERVICES 
WERE  NECESSITATED;  JOBS  WERE  CREATED  AND  THE  ECONOMY  GREW. 

Sources: 

Sadie  Smathers  Patton,  Flat  Rock.  Church  Printing  Company. 

Sadie  Smathers  Patton,  The  Story  of  Henderson  County.  Miller 
Publishing  Company,  1947. 

Leeming  Grimshaw,  Flat  Rockj  1836-1976. 
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CHAPTER  3 

PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


G-EOgraph  i cal  Siting 

Henderson  County  is  located  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains 
of  Western  North  Carolina.  The  Blue  Ridge  Range  in  Western 
North  Carolina  is  the  culminating  region  of  the  Appalachian 

MOUNTAIN  RANGE  AND  CONTAINS  SOME  OF  THE  MOST  RUGGED  AND 
VARIED  TOPOGRAPHY  IN  THE  APPALACHIAN  MOUNTAIN  SYSTEM.  THE 

County  is  bordered  by  Transylvania  and  Haywood  Counties  to 
the  west.  Buncombe  County  to  the  north,  Rutherford  and  Polk 
Counties  to  the  east  and  Greenville  County,  S.  C.  to  the 
south.  Hendersonville  is  the  County  seat  and  is  located  near 

THE  CENTER  OF  THE  COUNTY.  HENDERSON  COUNTY  HAS  AN  AREA  OF 
378  SQUARE  MILES  OR  241,920  ACRES. 

Climate 

Henderson  County  is  surrounded  by  mountains  which  reach 
elevations  of  5,000  feet  or  more  above  sea  level.  A large 
portion  of  Henderson  County  lies  close  to  the  2,200  foot 

LEVEL  WITH  SOME  SECTIONS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  PORTION  OF  THE 

County  as  low  as  1,600  feet.  Henderson  County  enjoys  the 
advantages  of  a mountain  climate,  while  at  the  same  time 

BEING  PROTECTED  BY  HIGH  MOUNTAIN  RANGES  FROM  SOME  OF  THE 
WINTER  STORMS.  THE  BARRIER  FORMED  BY  THE  GREAT  SMOKY  MOUN- 
TAINS TENDS  TO  HOLD  BACK  THE  FLOW  OF  COLD  AIR  FROM  WINTER 
STORMS  MOVING  SOUTHWARD  FROM  CANADA;  THE  WEAKER  OF  THESE 
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STORMS  ARE  TURNED  ASIDE  AND  PREVENTED  FROM  REACHING  THE 

Henderson  County  area,  while  the  stronger  storms  are  modi- 
fied AND  SLOWED  WHEN  PASSING  OVER  THE  HIGHER  MOUNTAINS,  THE 
TEMPERATURE  DROPS  BELOW  FREEZING  ON  MORE  THAN  HALF  THE  NIGHTS 
IN  WINTER,  BUT  EVEN  IN  THE  COLDEST  WEATHER  THE  TEMPERATURE 
WILL  USUALLY  RISE  ABOVE  FREEZING  IN  THE  AFTERNOON,  ZERO 
WEATHER  IS  EXTREMELY  RARE,  OCCURRING  ON  AN  AVERAGE  ONLY  ONCE 
OR  TWICE  IN  10  YEARS. 

The  average  length  of  frost-free  growing  season  is  about 
6 MONTH.  The  average  date  of  the  last  occurrence  in  spring 
OF  A TEMPERATURE  AS  LOW  AS  32°  F . IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  IS 

April  22;  of  28°  F.  around  April  6;  and  20°  F.  around  March 
3,  The  average  date  of  the  first  32°  F,  weather  is  October 
19;  of  28°  F .,  October  29;  and  20°  F.,  November  24. 

Summer  weather  is  usually  cooler  by  5°,  both  day  and 

NIGHT,  THAN  MOST  COASTAL  PLAIN  AND  PIEDMONT  COUNTIES.  NINETY 
DEGREE  WEATHER  OCCURS  ONLY  ABOUT  ONCE  A WEEK  IN  SUMMER. 

Temperatures  as  high  as  100°  F.  are  almost  unknown,  having 

OCCURRED  ONLY  A FEW  TIMES  IN  THE  PAST  70  YEARS, 

Rainfall  in  Henderson  County  is  pelntiful  and  well  dis- 
tributed THROUGHOUT  THE  YEAR.  THE  HEAVIEST  AMOUNTS  FALL,  ON 
AN  AVERAGE,  DURING  THE  SUMMER  MONTHS,  THE  ONLY  2 MONTHS 
HAVING  AN  AVERAGE  OF  LESS  THAN  4 INCHES  OF  RAIN  ARE  OCTOBER 

and  November.  Henderson  County,  located  in  the  general  area 
of  North  Carolina  that  has  the  heaviest  amounts  of  rainfall, 

IS  SHELTERED  FROM  HEAVY  RAIN  BY  MOUNTAIN  RANGES  ON  EITHER 

side.  Average  annual  precipitation  is  56  inches,  The  highest 
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MONTHLY  AVERAGE  IS  5,4  INCHES  IN  MARCH  AND  THE  LOWEST  MONTHLY 
AVERAGE  IS  3,6  INCHES  IN  NOVEMBER. 

Henderson  County  receives  some  snow  almost  every  winter. 

The  county  receives  an  average  of  10  inches  of  snow  per  year, 

This  is  only  a fraction  of  the  amount  of  snow  which  falls  on 

THE  HIGHER  PEAKS  TO  THE  NORTHWEST, 

Westerly  winds  prevail  in  the  summer  and  northwesterlies 

IN  THE  OTHER  SEASONS.  WlND  SPEEDS  AVERAGE  8 TO  10  MILES  PER 
HOUR,  RUNNING  HIGHER  IN  EARLY  AFTERNOON  AND  LOWER  IN  THE  EARLY 
MORNING  HOURS  BEFORE  DAWN.  The  HIGHEST  WINDS  IN  THE  COUNTY 
ARE  THOSE  ACCOMPANYING  SUMMER  THUNDERSTORMS,  THE  MOUNTAIN 
BARRIERS  DIMINISH  THE  STRENGTH  OF  WINTER  WIND  STORMS  CONSIDERABLY. 

The  average  annual  temperature  for  Henderson  County  is 
56.2°  F. 

Soils. 

Henderson  County  has  5 principal  soil  types.  Sixty-three 

PERCENT  (63%)  OF  THE  COUNTY  HAS  SOILS  FROM  THE  EDNEYVILLE- 

Ashe-Evard  Association,  These  soils  are  generally  located 

ON  THE  STEEP  TERRAIN  AND  IN  THE  MOUNTAINOUS  AREAS,  THE  CHESTER- 

Hayesville-Braddock  Association  dominates  the  lower,  flatter 
areas  of  Henderson  County  and  is  generally  well-suited  for  a 

VARIETY  OF  USES  INCLUDING  SEPTIC  TANK  INSTALLATION. 

Most  of  the  residentially  developable  land  in  and  around 
Hendersonville  has  either  Hayesville  loam  or  a fine  sand  loam 
called  Tate.  These  soils  generally  have  bedrock  at  a depth 

OF  4 OR  MORE  FEET  AND  GOUNDWATER  AT  6 FEET.  THESE  SOILS  ARE 
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SUITABLE  FOR  SEPTIC  TANKS j HOWEVER,  WHEN  THE  GROUND  SLOPE 
RANGES  FROM  15%  TO  25%  SOME  LIMITATION  FOR  SEPTIC  TANK  USE 
MAY  BE  ENCOUNTERED,  DEPENDING,  OF  COURSE,  ON  THE  LOCATION, 

Generally  soils  in  Henderson  County  are  classified  by 

THE  SOIL  SCIENTIST  AS  "PROVISIONAL"  FOR  SEPTIC  TANK  USE, 

This  means  that  land  in  Henderson  County  with  a ground  slope 
OF  LESS  THAN  15%  WILL  GENERALLY  BE  SATISFACTORY  FOR  SEPTIC 
TANKS.  Land  that  is  low,  such  as  flood  plains  or  creek  beds, 

OR  LAND  THAT  HAS  A SLOPE  GREATER  THAN  15%  WILL  REQUIRE  AD- 
DITIONAL TESTING  BEFORE  SEPTIC  TANKS  ARE  INSTALLED.  In  MOST 
LARGE  DEVELOPMENTS  SEWER  SYSTEMS  SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  AS  AN 
ALTERNATIVE  TO  SEPTIC  TANKS.  SOILS  TO  THE  WEST  AND  NORTHWEST 

of  Hendersonville  are  of  the  Chester-Hayesville-Braddock 
Association  and  are  generally  acceptable  for  septic  tanks. 

The  areas  to  the  south  of  Hendersonville  have  a mixture  of 

SOILS  AND  WILL  DEVELOP  BOTH  ON  SEWER  SYSTEMS  (PRIVATE  AND 

public)  and  septic  tanks,  depending  on  soil  conditions,  den- 
sity OF  DEVELOPMENT  AND  SLOPE  LIMITATIONS.  DETAILED  SOIL 
INFORMATION  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  THE  HENDERSON  COUNTY  SOIL 

Conservation  Service. 

Geology  and.  Groundwater 

The  Henderson  Gneiss  is  the  principal  geologic  unit  in 
Henderson  County  with  some  Gneiss  rock  and  Granite  Gneiss 

SCATTERED  THROUGHOUT. 

The  Henderson  Gneiss  is  medium  gray  to  dark  gray  in 

COLOR  AND  WEATHERS  TO  A LIGHT  GRAY  OR  YELLOWISH  TO  REDDISH 


18 


18A 


BROWN.  It  consists  of  quartz  and  feldspar  with  smaller 

AMOUNTS  OF  BIOTITE  AND  MUSCOVITE.  WELLS  DRILLED  IN  HENDER- 

son  Gneiss  generally  yield  more  water  than  those  drilled  in 

OTHER  ROCK  TYPES. 

The  groundwater  in  Henderson  County  is  essentially  a 

SODIUM-BICARBONATE  WATER  CONTAINING  SOME  CALCIUM  AND  MAGNESIUM. 

This  type  of  groundwater  is  associated  with  the  decomposition 

OF  ROCKS  CONTAINING  SODIC  PLAG IOCLASE  FELDSPAR.  THIS  GROUND- 
WATER  IS  SUITABLE  FOR  DOMESTIC  USE  AND  THE  QUANTITY  IS  GEN- 
ERALLY SUFFICIENT  TO  SUPPORT  SINGLE  FAMILY  RESIDENCES  FROM  ONE 

WELL.  The  groundwater  supply  in  most  cases  will  adequately 

SUPPORT  SMALL  INDUSTRY;  HOWEVER,  THE  SUPPLY  SHOULD  BE  INVESTI- 
GATED THOROUGHLY  AND  WHEN  POSSIBLE  THE  USE  OF  EXISTING  WATER 
LINES  SHOULD  BE  ENCOURAGED.  THE  DEPTH  OF  GROUNDWATER  IS 
USUALLY  6 FEET  OR  MORE  BELOW  THE  SURFACE  IN  WELL  DRAINED  AREAS 
ABOVE  THE  FLOODPLAIN.  THE  GROUNDWATER  IS  HIGH,  IN  MOST  CASES 
LESS  THAN  6 FEET  BELOW  THE  SURFACE  ALONG  FLOOD  PLAINS  OF  THE 

French  Broad  River,  Mud  Creek,  Hooper's  Creek,  Cane  Creek,  Bat 
Fork  and  King  Creek.  In  addition,  isolated  areas  of  high 

GROUNDWATER  AND  SATURATED  SOIL  CONDITIONS  OCCUR  BECAUSE  OF 
THIN  SOIL  MANTELS  COVERING  CONSOLIDATED  ROCK  FORMATIONS. 

Archeological  and  Historical 

Sites  having  archeological  and  historical  significance 

ARE  LOCATED  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY.  THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A BRIEF 
DISCUSSION  OF  BOTH  ARCHEOLOGICAL  AND  HISTORICAL  AREAS  IN 

Henderson  County. 


19 


Archeqiqskal.  ..Sues 

The  Hendersonville  area  has  several  significant  archeo- 
logical sites.  The  French  Broad  River  Valley  is  the  area  of 

MAJOR  CONCERN  SINCE  IT  WAS  HEAVILY  POPULATED  DURING  PREHISTORIC 
TIMES. 

The  following  list  was  provided  by  the  Archeological 
Section  of  the  N.  C.  Department  of  Cultural  Resources  and  is 

BASED  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  DEFINITIONS: 

(A)  Disturbed  areas  - areas  which  have  been 

PREVIOUSLY  DISBURBED  AND  THEREFORE  UNLIKELY 
TO  HAVE  ARCHEOLOGICAL  SITES. 

(B)  Marginal  areas  - undisturbed  areas  which  are 

NOT  LIKELY  TO  HAVE  ARCHEOLOGICAL  SITES,  AND 

(0  Impact  areas  - areas  which  are  likely  to 

HAVE  ARCHEOLOGICAL  SITES. 

Disturbed  Areas 
Bat  Fork  drainage  ditch 
Toxaway  Creek  along  the  Southern 
Ra i LWAY 

Mud  Creek  upstream  from  the  existing 

WASTE  TREATMENT  PLANT 

Marginal  Areas. 

Britton  Creek 
Clear  Creek 
Devil's  Fork 
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King's  Creek 


Impact  Areas 

French  Broad  River 

Mill  Pond  Creek 

Mud  Creek  downstream  from  the 

EXISTING  TREATMENT  PLANT 


Historic  Sites 

Henderson  County  contains  many  sites  which  are  of  his- 
torical SIGNIFICANCE,  THE  ONLY  SITE  WHICH  IS  PRESENTLY 
LISTED  AS  A NATIONAL  HISTORIC  LANDMARK  IS  THE  CARL  SANDBURG 

Home,  Connemara,  The  remainder  of  the  sites  have  been 

RECOGNIZED  BY  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  DIVISION  OF  ARCHIVES  AND 

History,  although  this  list  is  not  to  be  considered  a com- 
plete INVENTORY,  MOST  OF  THESE  SITES  ARE  IN  AN  AREA  KNOWN 

as  the  Flat  Rock  Historic  District.  This  area  was  developed 

DURING  THE  1800 ; S BY  WEALTHY  AND  PROMINENT  PERSONS,  MANY  FROM 

Charleston,  S.  C,  The  homes,  estates  and  significant  historic 

SITES,  WITH  A BRIEF  DESCRIPTION,  ARE  LISTED  BELOW,  THE  NUMBERS 
COINCIDE  WITH  THE  NUMBERS  ON  THE  MAP  OF  HISTORIC  SITES  AT  THE 
END  OF  THE  CHAPTER. 

1,  Mountain  Lodge  is  the  first  Flat  Rock  house  built 
by  the  Charleston  residents.  It  was  built  on  a 300  acre 

TRACT  PURCHASED  BY  CHARLES  BARING,  IN  HIS  WIFE'S  NAME,  BAR- 
ING WAS  A WEALTHY  RICE  PLANTER  IN  THE  CHARLESTON  AREA, 
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Construction  was  begun  in  1827.  The  house  and  grounds  were 

PATTERNED  AFTER  ENGLISH  ESTATES.  INCLUDED  IN  THE  DEVELOPMENT 
WERE  THE  MANOR  HOUSE,  FORMAL  GARDENS,  A PORTER'S  LODGE  AT  THE 
ENTRANCE  GATE,  A FENCED  DEER  PARK  AND  A PRIVATE  CHAPEL  WITH  A 
PARSONAGE.  THE  MAIN  HOUSE  HAS  BEEN  REMODELED  AND  ALTERED  CON- 
SIDERABLY FROM  ITS  ORIGINAL  STATE.  A 2 STORY  COLUMNED  PORCH 
SURROUNDING  MOST  OF  THE  HOUSE  AND  A LARGE  WING  ARE  RECENT 

ADDITIONS.  The  entrance,  mantels  and  staircase  are  interest- 
ing ITEMS  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  CONSTRUCTION.  At  NrS.  BARING'S 
DEATH  IN  1845,  THE  PROPERTY,  WHICH  HAD  BEEN  INCREASED  TO  MORE 
THAN  3,000  ACRES,  PASSED  TO  CHARLES  BARING.  In  1853  BARING 
SOLD  THE  PROPERTY  TO  EDWARD  L.  TrENHOLM. 

2.  ARGYLE  WAS  THE  HOME  OF  JUDGE  MlTCHELL  KlNG,  A PROMINENT 
FIGURE  IN  THE  HISTORY  OF  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  AND  IT  HAS  REMAINED 

in  the  King  family  to  the  present  day.  Judge  King,  a well- 
known  LAWYER  AND  JUDGE  IN  CHARLESTON,  PURCHASED  1,390  ACRES  IN 
Flat  Rock  from  John  Davis  in  1830.  The  house,  built  by  Davis 

AND  ENLARGED  BY  JUDGE  KlNG,  IS  A STORY  5 BAY  HOUSE  FLANKED 
BY  LARGE  2 STORY  WINGS,  THERE  IS  A 2 STORY  PORCH  ACROSS  THE 
ENTIRE  FRONT  OF  THE  HOUSE.  THE  FIRST  FLOOR  HAS  BEEN  EXTENSIVELY 
ALTERED,  BUT  THE  SECOND  FLOOR  OF  THE  MAIN  PART  OF  THE  HOUSE  HAS 
BEEN  ALTERED  VERY  LITTLE. 

3.  The  St.  John-in-the-Wilderness  congregation  was  es- 
tablished in  August,  1836,  when  Charles  and  Susan  Baring  deeded 

THEIR  PRIVATE  CHAPEL  AND  ITS  GROUNDS  TO  THE  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 
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The  Barings  had  constructed  the  chapel  in  1833  and  in  1852 

IT  WAS  ENLARGED  TO  NEARLY  ITS  PRESENT  FORM,  St , JOHN  IS  THE 
OLDEST  CHURCH  IN  THE  EPISCOPAL  DlOCESE  OF  WESTERN  NORTH 

Carolina, 

3a.  The  St.  John-in-.the-W.i,lderness  Rectory,  was  built 
in  1853-54.  Records  signed  by  the  Rev,  Charles  Cotesworth 
Pinckney  verify  the  construction  dates  and  names  of  the 

BUILDING  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS.  THE  RECTORY  IS  A 1%  STORY 

T-shaped  structure  made  of  stone.  The  roof  is  high  pitched 

AND  CONTAINS  A FINISHED  ATTIC, 

4.  Beaumont.  The  original  257  acre  tract  of  Beaumont 
WAS  PURCHASED  IN  1839  BY  ANDREW  JOHNSTONE,  A RICE  PLANTER 
from  Georgetown,  South  Carolina.  Johnstone  built  a 2\  story 

STONE  HOUSE  WHICH  HAS  BEEN  EXTENSIVELY  REMODELED  AND  CHANGED 
INSIDE  AND  OUT  OVER  THE  YEARS.  SEVERAL  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  ARCHI- 
TECTURAL FEATURES  DO  REMAIN  UNALTERED,  ANDREW  JOHNSTONE  WAS 
KILLED  BY  "BUSHWHACKERS"  AT  BEAUMONT  IN  JUNE  OF  1864, 

5.  Tall  Trees.  The  property  on  which  Tall  Trees  stands 

WAS  GIVEN  TO  ARTHUR  M.  HUGER  BY  HIS  FATHER-IN-LAW,  JUDGE 

Mitchell  King.  On  the  80  acre  tract  Huger  built  a 2 story, 

5 BAY  FRAME  HOUSE,  FOLLOWING  HUGER'S  DEATH,  TALL  TREES  WAS 
owned  by  Governor  Thomas  Bennett  of  South  Carolina, 

6.  Many  Pines  was  constructed  in  1847  by  James  Pringle. 


23 


It  is  a 2\  story  frame  house.  There  are  several  distinctive 

FEATURES  BOTH  INSIDE  AND  OUT.  THE  HOUSE  AND  SEVERAL  ACRES 
HAVE  BEEN  PRESERVED  WITH  THE  BALANCE  OF  THE  PROPERTY  DIVIDED 
INTO  HlLLANDALE  SUBDIVISION. 

7.  Chanteloupe  was  built  in  1841  by  Count  Joseph  Marie 
Gabirel  St.  Xavier  de  Choisuel.  It  is  a large,  rambling  2h. 

STORY  HOUSE  OF  UNCOURSED  STONE,  BUILT  ON  A HILL  WITH  TERRACED 
GARDENS  ABOVE  AND  BELOW  THE  HOUSE.  TWO  LARGE  WINGS,  EACH 
LARGER  THAN  THE  ORIGINAL  STRUCTURE,  APPEAR  TO  HAVE  BEEN  ADDED 

after  1900.  De  Choisuel  sold  the  property  in  June  of  1858  to 
David  Urquhardon. 


8.  The  Old  Post  Office  is  located  near  the  center  of 
Flat  Rock.  It  is  a small,  2 story  frame  building  sitting 
VERY  CLOSE  TO  THE  HIGHWAY.  It  WAS  BUILT  ABOUT  1846  BY  PETER 

Stradley,  a blacksmith  who  was  appointed  Postmaster  in  1845. 
The  building  served  as  Post  Office  until  1877  and  for  three 
OTHER  PERIODS  BETWEEN  1879  AND  1965. 

9.  Teneriffe  was  built  about  1850  by  Dr.  J.  G.  School- 
bread  of  Charleston.  It  was  named  after  one  of  the  Canary 
Islands.  In  1883  the  estate  was  sold  to  Charles  Albert  Hill, 
an  Englishman  who  was  a wealthy  cotton  broker  from  Charleston. 
The  2h  story  house  was  remodeled  in  1903  by  Hugh  Delacy  Vin- 
cent, A MEMBER  OF  HiLL'S  BROKERAGE,  INTO  A TUDOR  REVIVAL 
HOUSE.  The  TUDOR  style  was  very  popular  at  that  time  and 
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SEVERAL  HOMES  IN  THE  AREA  WERE  OVERBUILT  IN  THAT  STYLE. 

10.  Rutledge  Cottage  was  built  by  Dr.  Mitchell  Campbell 
King,  son  of  Judge  Mitchell  King,  who  began  his  medical 
practice  in  Henderson  County  in  1840.  Known  originally  as 
"The  Cottage,"  it  was  built  in  the  style  of  German  country 

HOUSES  OF  THE  PERIOD.  No  DOUBT  THE  FACT  THAT  Dr . KlNG  STUDIED 

at  the  University  of  Goettinger  in  Germany  influenced  his 

CHOICE  OF  ARCHITECTURAL  STYLES.  THE  GROUNDS  ON  WHICH  THE 

Cottage  was  built  belonged  to  Dr.  King's  father  until  1856 
when  Judge  King  deeded  293  acres  to  his  son.  In  1857  Dr. 

King  moved  from  the  Cottage  to  Glenroy,  a large  home  he  had 
JUST  COMPLETED.  In  THE  FALL  OF  1857  THE  COTTAGE  WAS  PUR- 
CHASED by  Elizabeth  Pinckney  Rutledge. 

11.  Woodf i eld  Inn.  In  1847  several  landowners  in  Flat 
Rock  purchased  400  acres  in  the  center  of  the  community  to 

BUILD  AN  INN  OR  TAVERN  ON  THE  SALUDA  ROAD . THE  INN  WAS  3 
STORIES,  BUILT  BY  HENRY  TuDOR  FARMER,  AND  COMPLETED  IN  1852. 

In  1853  HE  PURCHASED  THE  PROPERTY  AND  OPERATED  IT  UNDER  THE 

name  Farmer  Hotel  until  his  death  in  1883.  A later  owner, 

Mrs.  Annie  Martin,  changed  the  name  to  Woodf i eld  Inn. 

12.  The  Trenholm-Rhett  House  was  built  in  1854  by  Charles 
Baring  just  before  his  death.  It  was  subsequently  purchased 
by  George  Trenholm,  second  secretary  of  the  Confederate  treas- 
ury, AND  IN  1876  IT  WAS  ACQUIRED  BY  HENRIETTA  Al KEN  RhETT  AND 
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HER  HUSBAND,  ANDREW  BURNETT  RHETT.  NrS.  RhETT's  FATHER  WAS 
GOVERNOR  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA,  The  HOUSE,  A 2 STORY  STRUCTURE 
WITH  A CENTRAL  ENTRANCE,  WAS  LATER  EXPANDED  INTO  A U SHAPE. 

It  is  currently  owned  by  Our  Lady  of  the  Hills  Camp  and  has 

FALLEN  INTO  DISREPAIR. 

13.  Kenmure  (formerly  called  Glenroy).  Dr.  Mitchell 
Campbell  King  completed  Glenroy  in  1857.  Following  his  death, 
THE  HOME  BELONGED  TO  HIS  DAUGHTER  UNTIL  1903.  In  1920  THE 
PROPERTY  WAS  PURCHASED  BY  W.  GORDON  McCABE  WHO  CHANGED  THE 

name  to  Kenmure.  Kenmure  is  still  in  the  McCabe  family  and 

TODAY  IS  A WELL-MAINTAINED  WORKING  FARM. 

14.  Vincennes  (Elliott  House)  was  built  in  1877  by  Col. 
William  Elliott,  U.  S.  Senator  from  Beaufort,  S.  C .,  as  a 

SUMMER  HOME.  It  WAS  KNOWN  THEN  AS  THE  ELLIOTT  HOUSE.  The 
PRESENT  OWNER,  WlLLIAM  E.  HARTMAN,  RENAMED  THE  HOUSE  VlNCENNES 
WHEN  HE  RESTORED  IT  YEARS  LATER. 

15.  The  Sallie  Parker  House  was  built  in  the  late  1800's 

AND  IS  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  SIMPLISTIC  IN  STYLE  OF  THE  FLAT  ROCK 
SUMMER  HOMES. 

16.  Enchantment  was  built  in  1887  by  Dr.  Allord  Memminger. 
The  house  reflects  the  German  country  style  Dr.  Memminger  came 

TO  KNOW  WHILE  STUDYING  IN  GERMANY.  Dr . MEMMINGER' S NIECE  AND 
HER  HUSBAND,  ROBERT  E.  LEE,  III,  LIVED  IN  THIS  HOUSE  FOR  MANY 
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years.  Following  her  death,  the  property  was  sold  to  the  Old 
Mill  Apartments  and  Motel,  divided  into  lots  and  sold. 

17.  The  Lowndes  Place  was  built  in  1885  by  Richard  I. 
Lowndes  and  was  known  as  "The  Rock"  because  of  its  nearness 

TO  THE  ROCK  OUTCROPPING  FROM  WHICH  FLAT  ROCK  DERIVES  ITS  NAME. 

In  1957  the  Vagabond  School  of  Drama,  Inc.,  acquired  the 

PROPERTY  AND  CURRENTLY  USES  THE  HOUSE  FOR  OFFICES  AND  DORMI- 
TORY ROOMS  FOR  STUDENTS  OF  THE  FLAT  ROCK  SCHOOL  OF  DRAMA. 

18.  Bonclarken  or  Heidleberg  was  built  in  three  stages, 
BEGINNING  IN  1885,  BY  Dr . ARTHUR  GuERARD  AND  IS  PATTERNED 

after  a European  chalet.  An  addition  was  constructed  in  1892 

AND  ANOTHER  IN  1902.  HAVING  ENCOUNTERED  FINANCIAL  PROBLAMS, 

Dr.  Guerard  operated  Heidelberg  as  a hotel,  then  later  as  a 

SANITARIUM.  STILL  EXPERIENCING  FINANCIAL  PROBLEMS,  Dr . 

Guerard  was  forced  to  sell.  In  1921  the  Associated  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  bought  the  property  for  a summer  conference 

CENTER  AND  RENAMED  IT  BONCLARKEN. 

19.  Saluda  Cottages  is  the  most  architecturally  ambitious 
house  in  Flat  Rock,  very  handsome  and  ornate  both  inside  and 
out.  The  name  Saluda  Cottages  refers  to  an  estate  made  up  of 

A GROUP  OF  COTTAGES  PREDATING  THE  HOUSE.  THEY  WERE  NAMED  FOR 

the  Saluda  Road  on  which  the  property  is  located.  Count  de 
Choisuel  bought  the  property  in  1836  from  Charles  Baring  and 
USED  IT  AS  A SUMMER  HOME  UNTIL  1841.  AFTER  CHANGING  HANDS 
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SEVERAL  TIMES  THE  ESTATE  WAS  PURCHASED  BY  RUDOLPH  SEIGLING  OF 

Charleston  who  made  extensive  alterations,  turning  the  house 

INTO  THE  FLAMBOYANT  EXAMPLE  OF  VICTORIAN  ARCHITECTURE  IT  IS 
TODAY,  SEIGLING  CALLED  THE  HOUSE  SANS  SOUC I j HOWEVER,  THE 
PRESENT  OWNERS,  Mr  . AND  MRS  . CAMPBELL  BOYD,  HAVE  RETURNED 
THE  NAME  TO  SALUDA  COTTAGES. 

20.  Tranquility  was  built  in  1890  by  Edward  Memminger, 

Mr,  Memminger  was  extremely  interested  in  botany  and  he 

COLLECTED  MANY  RARE  PLANTS  IN  HIS  LARGE  GARDEN  AT  TRANQUILITY. 

After  his  death,  the  collection  was  sent  to  the  University  of 
North  Carolina.  The  house  is  2\  stories  in  the  shape  of  a T 

WITH  A 3 STORY  STAIR  TOWER  AT  THE  NORTH  ANGLE  OF  THE  T.  THERE 
ARE  2 STORY  PORCHES  ALONG  2 SIDES  OF  THE  HOUSE  AND  A VARIETY 
OF  INTERESTING  ORNAMENTATION. 

21.  Rhue  House  was  built  in  the  late  19th  century.  It  is 

A LARGE  2\  STORY  FRAME  HOUSE  FEATURING  IRREGULAR  GABLES  AND  A 
ONE  STORY  PORCH  ACROSS  THE  FRONT. 

22.  Flat  Rock  Mill  property  was  acquired  late  in  1830  by 
Peter  Summey  who  operated  the  mill  until  1850.  Before  the 

TURN  OF  THE  CENTURY  THERE  WERE  SEVERAL  OTHER  OWNERS,  THEN 

William  Jordan  purchased  the  property  and  installed  the  over- 
shot WHEEL  WHICH  IS  THERE  TODAY. 

23.  Piedmont.  The  original  house  known  as  Piedmont, 
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WAS  A TWO  STORY  BUILDING,  BUILT  WITH  SLAVE  LABOR  BY  THE  REV , 

Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney  of  Charleston.  It  was  in  the 
HANDS  OF  A SUCCESSION  OF  OWNERS  UNTIL  IT  BURNED  IN  1949 . At 
THAT  TIME  IT  BELONGED  TO  H . I.  MlDDLETON,  A PRESIDENT  OF  THE 

University  of  South  Carolina,  whose  extensive  library  was 

HOUSED  THERE.  THE  HOUSE  HAS  BEEN  REBUILT  ON  THE  SAME  FOUNDA- 
TION AND  MOST  OF  THE  BOOKS  MlDDLETON  WAS  ABLE  TO  SAVE  HAVE 
BEEN  RETURNED  TO  PIEDMONT , 

24,  Connemara  was  originally  known  as  Rock  Hill  and  was 
built  in  1838-39  by  Christopher  G.  Memminger  on  land  purchased 
from  Charles  Baring.  At  Memminger's  death  in  1888,  the  property 

CAME  INTO  THE  HANDS  OF  CAPTAIN  ELLISON  AdGER  SMYTH,  FOUNDER  OF 

Balfour  Mill  (Berkeley).  He  changed  the  name  to  Connemara. 

The  property  was  then  sold  in  1946  to  Carl  Sandburg  who  lived 
THERE  UNTIL  HIS  DEATH  IN  1967.  BECAUSE  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION  WITH 
Carl  Sandburg,  Connemara  was  designated  a National  Historic 
Site. 


25.  Skyland  Hosiery  Company  at  Flat  Rock  (later  known  as 
Chipman-LaCrosse  Mill)  Manufactured  silk  hosiery  in  the  early 
1900 ; s for  Charles  Chipman  Sons  Company. 

26.  Brooklands.  built  by  Edmund  Molyneaux  on  lands  bought 
from  Edmondstons,  John  Baxter  and  others,  was  laid  out  in  the 

PATTERN  OF  AN  ENGLISH  COUNTRY  ESTATE.  BUNCOMBE  TURNPIKE 
CROSSED  A PORTION  OF  THE  PROPERTY.  AFTER  THE  DEATH  OF  MOLYNEAUX 
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THE  PROPERTY  WAS  PURCHASED  BY  MAJOR  THEODORE  BARKER  AS  A 
SUMMER  RESIDENCE.  WHEN  BARKED  DIED  IN  1917,  THE  LAND  WAS 
DIVIDED  AND  SOLD. 

27.  The  French  Broad  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in 
1789.  It  is  the  first  church  of  any  denomination  organized 

WEST  OF  THE  BLUE  RlDGE  MOUNTAINS.  THE  EARLIEST  RECORDS  WERE 
DESTROYED  BY  FIRE.  In  1792  THERE  ARE  RECORDS  SHOWING  THAT  THE 
French  Broad  Baptist  Church  was  admitted  to  the  Bethel  Associ- 
ation of  Upper  South  Carolina  in  that  year.  The  minister  at  that 
time  was  Richard  Newport  and  eighteen  members  were  reported. 

In  1800  THE  CHURCH  WAS  DISMISSED  FROM  THAT  ASSOCIATION  TO  BECOME 
ONE  OF  A NEW  GROUP  BEING  FORMED,  THE  BROAD  RlVER  ASSOCIATION. 

This  Association  held  its  annual  session  in  1805  at  the  French 
Broad  Baptist  Church,  at  the  original  site  on  the  bank  of  the 

OLD  ROAD  FROM  SOUTH  CAROLINA  NEAR  THE  FRENCH  BROAD  RlVER. 

28.  The  Green  House,  located  on  Buck  Shoals  Road  near 
the  Asheville  Airport,  is  a 3 story  frame  house  which  was 
BEGUN  IN  1891  BY  THE  LATE  Dr . ROBERT  SHARP  WHO  WAS  THEN  PRESI- 
DENT of  Tulane  University,  on  land  purchased  from  G.  R.  West- 
feldt.  Mrs.  George  Westfeldt  purchased  the  property  in  1909 

AND  CONSTRUCTED  THE  PRESENT  HOUSE.  MRS.  WeSTFELDT's  DAUGHTER, 

Mrs.  Frances  Westfeldt  Fitzpatrick,  is  the  current  owner  of 
the  house.  The  poet  Sidney  Lanier  visited  the  Westfeldt  home 
FREQUENTLY.  In  APRIL,  1976,  THE  GREEN  HOUSE  WAS  LISTED  IN 
the  North  Carolina  Plan  for  Historic  Preservation. 
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29.  Dunroy  was  built  in  1850  at  Flat  Rock  by  David 
Williams  of  Camden,  South  Carolina.  Major  General  Campbell 
King,  grandson  of  Judge  Mitchell  King,  bought  Dunroy  when  he 
RETIRED  IN  1933,  AND  HIS  SON,  Dr . DUNCAN  INGRAHM  CAMPBELL  KlNG 
IS  THE  CURRENT  OWNER.  THE  ARCHITECTURAL  STYLE  OF  THE  lh  STORY 

cottage  is  Goth IC  j however,  the  house  has  been  extensively  re- 
modeled. HERE  IS  AN  INTERESTING  GREEK  REVIVAL  STAIR  AND  AN 
Adam-style  mantle. 

Vegetation 

The  listing  of  significant  tree  and  plant  species  in 
Henderson  County  was  taken  from  publications  and  reports 

FURNISHED  BY  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  DEPARTMENT  OF  NATURAL  AND 

Economic  Resources,  The  types  of  forest  cover  listed  below 

ARE  COMMON  TO  HENDERSON  COUNTY  AND  ARE  NOT  CONSIDERED  ENVIRON- 
MENTALLY SENSITIVE  OR  ENDANGERED. 


White  Oak 

White  Pine 

Post  Oak 

Pitch  Pine 

Chestnut  Oak 

Yellow  Pine 

Black  Oak 

Hemlock 

Red  Oak 

Dogwood 

White  Hickory 

Witch  Hazel 

Tulip  Poplar 

Sumach 

Red  Maple 

Rhododendron 

Black  Gum 

Mountain  Laurel 

Persimmon 

Black  Alder 
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The  following  are  endangered  plants  known  to  exist  in 
Henderson  County*. 

Species  Range  Habitat  Comments 

Sagittaiea  Henderson  and  Swamps  and  Very  rare. 
Buncombe  Counties  Bogs  Endangered 


Isotrai  Henderson,  Har- 

Wooded  Rare 

Medeoloides  net  and  Surry 

SLOPES  ALONG 

Counties 

STREAM  BANKS 

(Furnished  by  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Natural  and 
Economic  Resources,  Raleigh,  N.  C.) 

Em 

The  following  list  of  fish  common  to  Henderson  County 

WAS  FURNISHED  BY  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  WILDLIFE  RESOURCE 


Commission! 

Large  Mouth  Bass 

Muskellunge 

Rock  Bass 

Golden  Shiner 

Bluegill 

Warpaint  Shiner 

Brown  Bullhead 

Hog  Suckor 

Bullhead 

Redhorse  Suckor 

Carp 

White  Suckor 

Channel  Catfish 

Redbreast  Sunfish 

Cheek  Chub 

Brown  Trout 

River  Chub  (Horney  Head) 

Warmouth  or 

Brook  Lamprey 

Mud  Sunfish 

32 


The  nature  of  the  stream  and  the  amount  of  pollutants 

DISCHARGED  IN  A STREAM  AFFECT  THE  FISH  THAT  WILL  INHABIT 
THE  STREAM,  UNPOLLUTED  STREAMS  OF  MODERATE  SIZE  CONTAIN 
WARM  WATER  FISH  SUCH  AS  BASS,  CATFISH  AND  SUNFISH.  TROUT 
EXIST  IN  COOLER  STREAMS  SUCH  AS  MlLLS  RlVER,  WHILE  MANY  OF 
THE  SMALL  TRIBUTARIES  PROVIDE  SPAWNING  AREAS  FOR  TROUT, 

There  are  no  known  endangered  species  of  fish  in  Hender- 
son County  according  to  the  Endangered  Plants  and  Animal 
Species  list  provided  by  the  Wildlife  Resources  Commission  of 
North  Carolina. 


Animals. 

The  animal  population  is  typical  of  a rural  area  with 

MIXED  HARDWOOD  AND  PINE  FORESTS.  The  FOLLOWING  LIST  WAS 
PROVIDED  BY  THE  WILDLIFE  RESOURCE  COMMISSION. 


Animals  Rabbit  Deer 

Squirrel  Raccoon 

Red  Fox  Muskrat 

Gray  Fox  Mink 

Opossum  Skunk 


Birds  and  Waterfowl 

Quail  Woodcock 
Ruffed  Grouse  Wood  Duck 
Mourning  Dove 


Rabbits  and  squirrels  are  found  throughout  the  County 
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WHILE  THE  FOX  AND  RACCOON  ARE  FOUND  IN  LESS  POPULATED  AREAS. 

Muskrat  is  the  principal  fur  bearer,  with  mink  found  in 

LESSER  NUMBERS. 

The  wood  duck  is  the  most  abundant  species  of  water  fowl. 
Its  habitat  area  is  along  the  French  Broad  River  and  its 

TRIBUTARIES.  A SIGNIFICANT  HABITAT  AREA  FOR  THE  WOOD  DUCK  IS 
THE  MARSHY  SECTION  ADJACENT  TO  MUD  CREEK. 

NO  KNOWN  ANIMAL  SPECIES  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  IS  CONSIDERED 
RARE  OR  ENDANGERED  ACCORDING  TO  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  WILDLIFE 

Resource  Commission. 

Sources: 

A.  V.  Handy,  Climatologist  for  North  Carolina,  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce. 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Soil  Conservation  Service. 
North  Carolina  Department  of  Natural  and  Economic  Resources. 
North  Carolina  Wildlife  Commission. 

Henry  Trapp,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Geological  Survey,  Geology  and  Ground^ 
water  Resources.  N.  C.,  1970. 
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CHAPTER  A 

POPULATION  AND  ECONOMICS 


The  first  step  in  developing  and  understanding  a 
county's  population  involves  an  analysis  of  the  area's 

PAST  POPULATION  GROWTH  ALONG  WITH  THE  SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC 
CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THAT  POPULATION.  THIS  CHAPTER  OF  THE 
LAND  USE  PLAN  WILL  EXAMINE  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  HENDERSON 

County's  population;  the  distribution  of  growth  and  the 

SOCIAL  AND  ECONOMIC  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  POPULATION.  MORE 
DETAILED  INFORMATION  CAN  BE  FOUND  IN  THE  POPULATION  AND 

Economic  Study,  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council,  from  which 

THIS  CHAPTER  WAS  TAKEN. 

Population  Growth  - The  Region  B Area 

Tables  1 and  2 present  information  concerning  popu- 
lation LEVELS  AND  POPULATION  GROWTH  FROM  1940  TO  1970  FOR 
the  United  States,  North  Carolina,  and  the  counties  compris- 
ing Region  B (Buncombe,  Madison,  Henderson  and  Transylvania). 

Buncombe  County  accounted  for  the  largest  increase  in 
POPULATION,  GAINING  A TOTAL  OF  APPROXIMATELY  36,000  RESIDENTS 
DURING  THE  1940  TO  1970  PERIOD.  ALTHOUGH  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY  EX- 
PERIENCED THE  LARGEST  POPULATION  INCREASE,  THE  FASTEST  GROWTH 
RATES  WERE  EXPERIENCED  BY  HENDERSON  AND  TRANSYLVANIA  COUNTIES. 

During  the  1940-1970  period,  these  counties  experienced  popu- 
lation INCREASES  OF  64.3%  AND  61.0%  RESPECTIVELY.  THESE 
RATES  OF  GROWTH  WERE  HIGHER  THAN  THE  RATE  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA 
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TABLE  1 
POPULATION 

NORTH  CAROLINA.  UNITED  STATF: 
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TABLE  2 

POPULATION  CHANGE 

REGION  B,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  UNITED  STATES:  19A0-1970 
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1960,  1970. 


(42 . 2%)  AND  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES  (54.0%) . GROWTH  RATES 
FOR  EACH  AREA  ARE  INDICATED  IN  TABLE  2. 

Population  by  Urban-Rural  Classification 

The  distribution  of  the  Region  B area  population  accord- 
ing TO  URBAN  AND  RURAL  RESIDENCE  DESIGNATIONS  IS  SHOWN  IN 

Table  3,  As  indicated,  the  Region's  population  in  1970 
WAS  STILL  predominately  rural  with  APPROXIMATELY  58%  OF 
THE  POPULATION  CLASSIFIED  AS  EITHER  "RURAL,  NON-FARM"  OR 

"rural,  farm."  In  1970,  51%  of  the  Region's  population  was 

CLASSIFIED  AS  "RURAL,  NON-FARM."  FOLLOWING  THE  NATIONAL 
TREND,  THE  REGION'S  "RURAL,  FARM"  POPULATION  DECREASED  DURING 

the  1960-1970  period.  The  fastest  rates  of  decrease  occurred 
in  Transylvania  County  where  the  "rural,  farm"  population 
DECREASED  BY  APPROXIMATELY  64%  FOLLOWED  BY  HENDERSON  COUNTY 
WITH  A DECREASE  OF  51%.  DURING  THE  SAME  PERIOD,  NORTH 
Carolina's  "rural,  farm"  population  declined  by  approximately 
54%  while  the  Region's  total  farm  population  declined  by 
APPROXIMATELY  36%.  (SEE  TABLE  3) 

Pq-P.ulati.on  Density  - Rfgtonai 

Table  4 indicates  the  population  density  (the  number 
OF  PERSONS  PER  SQUARE  MILE  AREA)  FOR  THE  PERIOD  1940  TO  1970. 

Also  indicated  in  Table  4 are  the  changes  in  population 
DENSITY  WHICH  WERE  EXPERIENCED  BY  EACH  COUNTY  FROM  1940  TO 
1970.  During  this  period,  the  greatest  increase  in  popu- 
lation DENSITY  OCCURRED  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  WHICH  INCREASED 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  POPULATION,  BY  URBAN  AND  RURAL  RESIDENCE  DESIGNATION 
REGION  B AND  NORTH  CAROLINA,  1960,  1970 
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* Farm  population  is  defined  as  persons  living  in  rural  territory  on  places  of  10  acres  or  more  with 
farm  product  sales  of  $50  or  more;  or  on  less  than  10  acres  with  farm  product  sales  of  $250  or  more. 

**  Published  census  data  on  farm  and  non-farm  population  were  adjusted  to  be  consistent  with  published 
figures  for  total  rural  population. 

Source:  Hammer,  Siler,  George  Associates,  using  U.S.  Census,  1960  and  1970  for  L-O-S  Regional  Council 


TABLE  A 

POPULATION  DENSITY,  REGION  B,  BY  COUNTY:  1940-1970 
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„ Source:  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council  using  Profile:  North  Carolina 
Counties,  1973. 


BY  APPROXIMATELY  6 4%,  THIS  INCREASE  WAS  CLOSELY  FOLLOWED 

by  Transylvania  County  with  a 61%  increase.  (See  Table  4), 

Age  Characteristics  - Regional 

Tables  5 and  6 present  information  concerning  the  age 

STRUCTURE  AND  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  REGION'S  POPULATION 

in  1960  and  1970.  In  1970  Henderson  County  possessed  the 

HIGHEST  MEDIAN  AGE  IN  THE  REGION  WITH  THE  AGE  LEVEL  AT 
32,3  YEARS. 

AS  INDICATED  IN  TABLE  6,  THE  REGION  FOLLOWED  THE 
NATIONAL  TREND  IN  EXPERIENCING  A SLOW  GROWTH  IN  THE  UNDER 
18  AGE  COHORT  AND  A SIZEABLE  INCREASE  OF  THE  POPULATION 
IN  THE  AGE  GROUPING  65  AND  OLDER. 

While  the  U.  S.  population  in  this  category  increased 
BY  14.5%  DURING  THE  PERIOD,  HENDERSON  COUNTY  SURPASSED  THE 
NATIONAL  FIGURE,  INCREASING  BY  21.0%.  WHILE  THE  REGION  EX- 
PERIENCED INCREASES  IN  ALL  THE  AGE  CATEGORIES  INDICATED  IN 

Table  5,  the  fastest  growth  occurred  in  the  65  and  over  age 

CATEGORY.  WlTHIN  THE  REGION,  THE  LARGEST  INCREASE  IN  THIS 
CATEGORY  OCCURRED  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  WHICH  INCREASED  BY  35.2% 
DURING  THE  PERIOD.  THE  SIGNIFICANT  GROWTH  IN  THIS  AGE  CATE- 
GORY REFLECTS  THE  INCREASING  MEDIAN  AGE  OF  THE  AREA'S  POPU- 
LATION WHICH  HAS  BEEN  BROUGHT  ABOUT  BY  THE  POPULARITY  OF 

Western  North  Carolina  as  a retirement  area. 

Income  Characteristics  - Regional 

Table  7 presents  information  concerning  the  median 
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TABLE  5 

MEDIAN  AGE,  COUNTY  AND  UNITED  STATES,  1960,  1970 


Area 

Buncombe 

Henderson. 


1360  19Z0 


31. A 31.8 

3L2 32x1 


3_l5 

19.4 
6.7 
- 5.1 


1.3 


Madison 
Transylvania 
United  States 


26.3  31.4 

25.3  27.0 

29.5  28.0 


Source:  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council  using  U.  S.  Census, 
1960,  1970. 

FAMILY  INCOME  AND  PER  CAPITA  INCOME  LEVELS  OF  THE  UNITED 

States,  North  Carolina  and  the  counties  comprising  Region  B. 
All  county  and  state  income  levels  fall  significantly  below 

COMPARABLE  FIGURES  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Per  capita  incomes  throughout  the  Region  and  in  the 

STATE  WERE  ALSO  SIGNIFICANTLY  LOWER  THAN  COMPARABLE  FIGURES 
AT  THE  NATIONAL  LEVEL.  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONCERNING  THE 
INCOME  LEVELS  OF  THE  REGION'S  FAMILIES  IS  CONTAINED  IN  TABLE 

8.  In  1970  the  greatest  percentage  of  the  region's  families 
(20.3%)  HAD  INCOMES  OF  BETWEEN  $10,000  AND  $14,000.  THIS 
PERCENTAGE  WAS  SLIGHTLY  LOWER  THAN  THE  COMPARABLE  STATEWIDE 
FIGURE  OF  22.2%. 

QC C U PAT  1 0 N AL-._Ch.ABA C LE.R. I. S.T  I CS^Heg  I ONAL 

Largely  responsible  for  the  relatively  low  income  levels 
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UNITED  STATES,  1960  AND  1970 
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Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council  using  U.  S.  Census  of  Population  1960,  1970 


TABLE  7 

MEDIAN  FAMILY  AND  PER  CAPITA  INCOME,  FOR  REGION  B 
COUNTIES,  NORTH  CAROLINA,  UNITED  STATES,  1969 

M.ED.IAIi._EAMi..LI^IjiCQri£ 

PerCent 

Area  Amomx  of_U_JL 


Buncombe 

Henderson 

$7,742 

6.828 

80.7 

71.7 

$2,671 

2.407 

85.6 

77.2 

Madison 

4,652 

48.5 

1,681 

53.9 

Transylvania 

8,048 

84.0 

2,356 

75.5 

North  Carolina 

7,774 

81.1 

2,474 

79.3 

United  States 

9,586 

100.0 

3,119 

100.0 

Source:  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council  using  U.S.  Census 
and  the  U.S,  Statistical  Abstract,  1974 

of  the  Region's  population  are  the  types  of  occupations 

IN  WHICH  THE  RESIDENTS  ARE  EMPLOYED.  As  INDICATED  IN  TABLE 
9,  THE  MAJOR  OCCUPATIONAL  CATEGORY  WITHIN  THE  REGION  AND 
THE  STATE  WAS  THE  OPERATIVE  CLASS.  THE  SIGNIFICANT  NUMBER 
OF  WORKERS  IN  THIS  CLASS  WAS  LARGELY  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  THE 
RELATIVELY  LOW  INCOME  LEVELS  IN  BOTH  THE  REGION  AND  ACROSS 
THE  STATE, 

The  second  highest  category  of  employment  in  Region  B 

AND  IN  THE  STATE  WAS  THAT  CATEGORY  COMPOSED  OF  CRAFTSMEN, 
FOREMEN  AND  KINDRED  WORKERS.  In  1970,  15 , 4%  OF  THE  REGION'S 
WORKERS  WERE  IN  THIS  CATEGORY  AS  COMPARED  WITH  13,6%  OF  THE 
WORKERS  STATEWIDE. 
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MAJOR  OCCUPATION  GROUPS,  REGION  B,  NORTH  CAROLINA  1 970 
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Source:  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council,  using  U.  S.  Census,  1970. 


Employment  - Regional  Overview 

Region  B increased  its  level  of  resident  employment 
by  30,0%  during  the  1950-1970  period,  During  this  period, 
the  United  States  as  a whole  has  increased  its  level  of 
employment  by  38,0%.  From  1960  to  1970,  Region  B's  employ- 
ment increased  by  21.7%  in  contrast  to  an  increase  of  19,5% 

AT  THE  NATIONAL  LEVEL, 

Among  the  major  sectors  comprising  the  Region's 

ECONOMY,  THE  MANUFACTURING  SECTOR  ACCOUNTED  FOR  THE  LARGEST 
INCREASES  IN  EMPLOYMENT,  GAINING  APPROXIMATELY  13,950  WORK- 
ERS DURING  THE  1950-1970  PERIOD.  DURING  THIS  TIME,  MANUFACTUR 
ING  ALSO  INCREASED  AS  A SHARE  OF  THE  REGION'S  TOTAL  EMPLOYMENT 

RISING  FROM  22.9%  IN  1950  TO  33.5%  IN  1970. 

Other  economic  sectors  which  experienced  significant 
INCREASES  DURING  THE  1950  TO  1970  PERIOD  WERE  SERVICES  AND 
WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  TRADE.  DURING  THIS  PERIOD  THE  SERVICE 
SECTOR  INCREASED  BY  APPROXIMATELY  5,200  JOBS  (33,7%),  WHILE 
THE  TRADE  SECTOR  INCREASED  BY  APPROXIMATELY  3,300  JOBS  OR 
28.1%. 

The  Region  B area  of  Western  North  Carolina  has  witnes- 
sed THE  GROWTH  IN  THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  ITS  MANUFACTURING  SECTOR 
DUE  TO  A NUMBER  OF  FACTORS,  AMONG  THE  FACTORS  HAVE  BEEN, 

(1)  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  A SIZABLE  AVAILABLE  LABOR  FORCE;  (2) 

THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  IMPROVED  TRANSPORTATION  ROUTES  WHICH  HAVE 
AIDED  THE  SHIPMENT  OF  GOODS;  (3)  THE  SLOW-DOWN  AND  EVENTUAL 
REVERSAL  OF  OUT-MIGRATION;  (A)  THE  EXPANSION  OF  SOUTHERN 
MARKETS;  (5)  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  FEDERALLY-FUNDED  SEWER  AND 
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WATER  PROJECTS  AND  OTHER  PUBLIC  SERVICES  REQUIRED  BY  INDUS- 
TRY; (6)  THE  AVAILABILITY  OF  RAW  MATERIALS;  (7)  THE  AREA'S 
LOW  WAGE  RATES  AND;  (8)  THE  SHIFT  OF  INDUSTRY  TO  THE  SOUTH, 

TO  A LARGE  EXTENT,  IT  HAS  BEEN  THESE  FACTORS  WHICH  HAVE 
BROUGHT  ABOUT  LATE  TRANSFORMATION  OF  THE  REGION'S  AGRICULTURE 
AND  SERVICE-ORIENTED  ECONOMY  TO  A MORE  DIVERSIFIED  ECONOMY 
CHARACTERIZED  BY  A GROWING  MANUFACTURING  SECTOR. 

Henderson  County 

During  the  1950-1970  period,  Henderson  County's  resi- 
dent EMPLOYMENT  LEVEL  INCREASED  BY  APPROXIMATELY  5,370  JOBS, 
AN  INCREASE  OF  49.5%.  THIS  INCREASE  OF  49.5%  DURING  THE 
PERIOD  WAS  SIGNIFICANTLY  HIGHER  THAN  THE  GROWTH  OF  38%  AT 
THE  NATIONAL  LEVEL  DURING  THE  SAME  PERIOD.  THE  LARGEST  IN- 
CREASE IN  EMPLOYMENT  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  OCCURRED  IN  THE 
MANUFACTURING  SECTOR.  In  THE  TWO  DECADES  FROM  1950  TO  1970, 
Henderson  County's  manufacturing  employment  increased  by 
APPROXIMATELY  3,600  JOBS  OR  142%.  THIS  GROWTH  OF  APPROXI- 
MATELY 3,600  JOBS  IN  THE  MANUFACTURING  SECTOR  ACCOUNTED  FOR 
APPROXIMATELY  68%  OF  THE  JOBS  CREATED  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY 
DURING  THE  1950-1970  PERIOD.  THE  GROWTH  IN  MANUFACTURING  IN 
Henderson  County  was  aided  by  the  same  factors  which  aided 

THE  GROWTH  OF  MANUFACTURING  IN  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY.  WHILE  THE 
MANUFACTURING  GROWTH  IN  BUNCOMBE  WAS  BROUGHT  ABOUT  BY  THE 
LOCATION  OF  A NUMBER  OF  NEW  FIRMS  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY,  THE 
GROWTH  IN  MANUFACTURING  RESIDENT  EMPLOYMENT  WAS  SPURRED  PRI- 
MARILY BY  THE  LOCATION  OF  TWO  LARGE  FIRMS  WITHIN  THE  VICINITY 
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of  Henderson  County.  The  first  was  the  location  of  the 
General  Electric  Corporation  in  Henderson  County  in  1956. 

This  was  followed.,  also  in  1956,  by  the  location  of  E.  I. 

DuPont  de  Neumours  in  Transylvania  County  which  offered  ad- 
ditional EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES  TO  THE  RESIDENTS  OF  HENDER- 
SON County. 

Accompanying  the  manufacturing  growth  in  Henderson 
County  during  the  1950-1970  period  was  a corresponding 

GROWTH  IN  THE  SERVICE  AND  TRADE  SECTORS  OF  THE  ECONOMY. 

During  this  time,  the  County's  service  sector  increased  by 
1,131  JOBS  WHILE  THE  TRADE  SECTOR  INCREASED  BY  980.  THE 
GROWTH  WITHIN  THESE  SECTORS,  AND  PARTICULARLY  THE  EMPLOYMENT 
INCREASES  IN  THE  RETAIL  TRADE  AND  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE 
SUBSECTORS  ARE  PARTICULARLY  NOTEWORTHY  SINCE  THEY  PROVIDE 
STRONG  INDICATIONS  OF  THE  COUNTY'S  DEVELOPMENT  AS  A TRADE 
AND  SERVICE  SUB-CENTER  WITHIN  THE  REGION. 

Other  sectors  experiencing  employment  growth  from  1950 
TO  1970  WERE  CONSTRUCTION  (445);  TRANSPORTATION,  COMMUNICATIONS 
AND  UTILITIES  (268)j  FINANCE,  INSURANCE  AND  REAL  ESTATE  (257); 
GOVERNMENT  (153);  AND  MINING  (19). 

During  this  period,  the  only  sector  of  the  Henderson 
County  economy  which  experienced  declines  in  the  resident 

EMPLOYMENT  WAS  THE  AGRICULTURAL  SECTOR  WHICH  DECLINED  BY  620 

jobs.  Nevertheless,  this  decline  of  62%  in  agricultural  repre- 
sented THE  SLOWEST  DECLINE  IN  AGRICULTURE  THROUGHOUT  THE  EN- 
TIRE Region,  and  gives  an  indication  of  the  relative  stability 
of  Henderson  County's  agricultural  sector. 
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While  Buncombe  County  experienced  the  largest  absolute 
EMPLOYMENT  INCREASES  IN  THE  REGION  FROM  1970-1974,  HENDERSON 
County  experienced  the  fastest  employment  growth,  gaining 
2,480  JOBS  DURING  THE  FOUR-YEAR  PERIOD,  THIS  GROWTH  IN  EM- 
PLOYMENT AMOUNTED  TO  AN  INCREASE  OF  16,7%  OVER  THE  COUNTY'S 

1970  figure  of  12,840.  (See  Table  10) 

Within  the  County,  the  largest  employment  increases 

OCCURRED  IN  EMPLOYMENT  CLASSIFICATIONS  COMPOSED  OF  SUCH 
CATEGORIES  AS  CONSTRUCTION;  FINANCE,  INSURANCE  AND  REAL 
ESTATE;  TRANSPORTATION,  COMMUNICATION  AND  UTILITIES;  AND 
GOVERNMENT.  OVERALL  THIS  CATEGORY  GAINED  APPROXIMATELY 
1,170  JOBS,  AN  INCREASE  OF  31,2%,  ACCORDING  TO  DATA  SUP- 
PLIED by  the  Employment  Security  Commission,  the  largest 

EMPLOYMENT  INCREASES  IN  THE  CATEGORY  OCCURRED  IN  THE  CON- 
STRUCTION INDUSTRY  WHICH  INCREASED  BY  670  JOBS.  THIS  IN- 
CREASE IN  CONSTRUCTION  WAS  DUE,  TO  SOME  EXTENT,  TO  THE  IN- 
CREASED DEVELOPMENT  WHICH  OCCURRED  IN  THE  I-26/U.S.  25  COR- 
RIDOR AND  TO  THE  INCREASED  DEMAND  FOR  VACATION  AND  RETIREMENT 
HOMES  WHICH  OCCURRED  IN  THE  1970-74  PERIOD,  THIS  INCREASE  IN 
CONSTRUCTION  WAS  FOLLOWED  BY  EMPLOYMENT  GAINS  OF  390  IN 
GOVERNMENT  AND  110  IN  FINANCE,  INSURANCE  AND  REAL  ESTATE. 

During  the  same  period,  employment  in  transportation,  com- 
munication AND  UTILITIES  DECLINED  BY  149, 

Following  the  increases  which  occurred  in  the  "other 
employment"  category,  were  the  gains  which  occurred  in  the 
County's  manufacturing  sector.  During  the  1970-1974  period, 

MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  INCREASED  BY  APPROXIMATELY  640  JOBS, 
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AT-PLACE  EMPLOYMENT*,  BY  SECTOR,  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  1970-1974 
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Security  Commission 


AN  INCREASE  OF  13,6%  OVER  THE  COUNTY'S  1970  FIGURE  OF  4,710. 
While  the  growth  of  Henderson  County's  manufacturing  sector 

WAS  SLOWED  BY  THE  RECESSION,  IT  IS  IMPORTANT  TO  NOTE  THAT 

Henderson  County  has  received  a steadily  increasing  share  of 
the  Region's  plant  relocations  which  have  occurred  since  1965, 
(See  Table  10).  Henderson  County  was  the  site  of  7.7%  of  the 

PLANT  RELOCATIONS  WHICH  OCCURRED  IN  THE  REGION  DURING  THE  1965- 

1968  period,  In  the  1967-1972  period  this  figure  rose  to  17.8% 
AND  INCREASED  EVEN  FURTHER  TO  41.2%  IN  THE  1973-1975  PERIOD  IN 
WHICH  SEVEN  OF  THE  TEN  FIRMS  WHICH  MOVED  INTO  THE  REGION  LOCATED 

in  Henderson  County. 

While  Henderson  County  experienced  the  fastest  manu- 
facturing GROWTH  OF  ALL  COUNTIES  IN  REGION  B IN  THE  1970-74 
PERIOD,  THE  CENSUS  DATA  INDICATES  THAT  THE  EMPLOYMENT  GROWTH 
WHICH  IS  OCCURRING  IN  THE  COUNTY  IS  A RELATIVELY  RECENT  PHE- 
NOMENON, Henderson  County  contained  56  industrial  firms  in 
1972.  This  figure  represents  a loss  of  four  firms  in  the  1967- 
72  period  (See  Table  11).  The  vitality  and  continued  growth 
of  Henderson  County's  manufacturing  sector,  however,  is  under- 
scored BY  THE  INCREASE  OF  70%  IN  THE  COUNTY'S  VALUE  ADDED  BY 
MANUFACTURE.  DURING  THIS  PERIOD,  THIS  FIGURE  ROSE  FROM 

$47.4  million  in  1967  to  $80.6  million  in  1972.  (See  Table  11). 

The  data  concerning  the  growth  of  manufacturing  in  Hen- 
derson County  is  strong  evidence  of  a trend  toward  the  de- 
centralization OF  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  WITHIN  REGION  B. 
Traditionally,  the  growth  of  manufacturing  which  has  occurred 
in  the  Region  has  been  centered  in  Buncombe  County.  While  the 
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TABLE  11 


MANUFACTURES:  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  VALUE  ADDED  BY 
MANUFACTURE,  HENDERSON  COUNTY  1967,  1972 


19Z2 

mi 

Establishments 

56 

60 

With  20  employees  or  more 

21 

25 

Value  added  by  manufacture 

(in  millions) 

$80.6 

$47,4 

Source:  U.  S.  Census  of  Manufacturers,  1967,  1972 

BULK  OF  THE  REGION'S  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  WILL  CONTINUE 
TO  BE  LOCATED  IN  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY,  AN  INCREASING  SHARE  OF 
THIS  EMPLOYMENT  CAN  BE  EXPECTED  TO  LOCATE  IN  HENDERSON 

County,  and  particularly  in  areas  near  the  I-26/U.S,  25  cor- 
ridor WHICH  CONTAINS  PRIME  INDUSTRIAL  LAND  AND  GOOD  ACCESS. 

Also  experiencing  employment  increases  during  the 
1970-1979  PERIOD  WERE  THE  COUNTY'S  TRADE  AND  SERVICE  SECTORS. 
From  1970  to  1979,  employment  in  the  trade  sector  increased  by 
17.7%  WHILE  SERVICE  EMPLOYMENT  INCREASED  BY  13.1%.  THIS  IN- 
CREASE in  the  County's  trade  sector  represented  the  fastest 
GROWTH  OF  ANY  SECTOR  OF  HENDERSON  COUNTY'S  ECONOMY.  THESE 
INCREASES  ARE  TO  A LARGE  DEGREE  REFLECTIVE  OF  THE  POPULATION 
INCREASES  WHICH  HAVE  OCCURRED  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY,  BOTH  AS 
A RESULT  OF  THE  COUNTY'S  NEW  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  OPPOR- 
TUNITIES AND  THE  AREA'S  GROWING  RETIREMENT  COMMUNITY.  As 
THE  POPULATION  HAS  INCREASED,  EXPANDING  THE  MARKETS  FOR  GOODS 
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AND  SERVICES,  ADDITIONAL  TRADE  AND  SERVICE  ESTABLISHMENTS 
HAVE  LOCATED  IN  ORDER  TO  MEET  THE  INCREASED  DEMANDS  FOR 
GOODS  AND  SERVICES. 

Further  indication  of  the  extent  and  location  of  the 

GROWTH  IN  THE  COUNTY ' S SERVICE  AND  TRADE  SECTORS  ARE  PRE- 
SENTED in  Table  12,  13,  and  14 . As  indicated  in  Table  12, 
Henderson  County,  in  1972,  contained  433  retail  trade  es- 
tablishments. This  figure  represented  a net  increase  of  27 
ESTABLISHMENTS  OVER  THE  COUNTY'S  1967  FIGURE  OF  406.  WHILE 
THE  INCREASE  IS  SIGNIFICANT,  THE  MORE  NOTEWORTHY  ASPECT  OF 
THE  TABLE  CONCERNS  THE  LOCATION  OF  THESE  ESTABLISHMENTS.  In 
THE  1967-71  PERIOD,  THE  ClTY  OF  HENDERSONVILLE  GAINED  63  NEW 
RETAIL  ESTABLISHMENTS  WHILE  THE  REMAINING  AREAS  OF  THE  COUNTY 
OUTSIDE  THE  CITY  LIMITS  LOST  36.  WHILE  THE  EXTENT  OF  THIS 
SHIFT  IN  LOCATION  WAS  AFFECTED  TO  SOME  EXTENT  BY  THE  ANNEX- 
ATION of  the  Druid  Hills  and  Chadwick-Spartanburg  Highway 
AREAS  DURING  THE  1967-71  PERIOD,  THE  TREND  TOWARD  CENTRALIZA- 
TION OF  THE  TRADE  SECTOR  WAS,  NEVERTHELESS,  STILL  APPARENT 
DURING  THIS  TIME. 

The  trend  toward  a greater  centralization  of  activity 
in  the  City  of  Hendersonville  was  also  characteristic  of 
the  County's  service  sector.  As  indicated  in  Table  14, 
Hendersonville  contained  49.8%  of  the  County's  service 
ESTABLISHMENTS  IN  1967.  In  1972,  THE  ClTY  CONTAINED  59.5% 

OF  THESE  ESTABLISHMENTS,  AN  INCREASE  IN  PERCENT  OF  9.7  DURING 
THE  PERIOD. 

The  data  contained  in  Tables  12,  13  and  14  provides  perhaps 
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TABLE  12 

RETAIL  TRADE:  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  SALES,  HENDERSON  COUNTY 

1967,  1972 

19.72  , , 196Z „ 

Sales  Sales 

Establishments  ($1,000)  Establishments  ($1,000) 


Henderson 


County 

433 

$90,279 

406 

$56,742 

Henderson- 

ville 

290 

71,496 

227 

40,206 

Remainder 
of  County 

143 

18,783 

179 

16,536 

Source:  Retail  Trade-Area  Statistics,  Census  of 
Retail  Trade,  1967,  1972 


TABLE  13 

WHOLESALE  TRADE:  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  SALES,  HENDERSON  COUNTY 

1967,  1972 


1972 


1967 


Sales  Sales 

Establishments  ($1,000)  Establishments  ($LQQQ1 


County 

62 

$43,521 

46 

$43,160 

Henderson- 

ville 

39 

30,899 

31 

14,265 

Remainder 
of  County 

23 

12,622 

15 

28,895 

Source:  Wholesale  Trade;  Area  Statistics,  Census  of 
Wholesale  Trade,  1967,  1972 
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THE  BEST  INDICATIONS  OF  THE  DIFFERENCE  IN  DEVELOPMENTAL 

stages  of  Region  B's  two  primary  urban  areas,  Asheville  and 
Hendersonville.  While  the  recent  past  has  witnessed  a rela- 
tive DECLINE  IN  IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  ClTY  OF  ASHEVILLE  AS  THE 
CENTER  OF  BOTH  COUNTIES*  AND  THE  REGION'S  TRADE  AND  SERVICE 
ACTIVITY,  THE  ClTY  OF  HENDERSONVILLE  HAS  EXPERIENCED  GROWTH 
IN  THESE  SECTORS.  THIS  PHENOMENON  IS  A CHARACTERISTIC  OF  A 
DEVELOPING  AND  MATURING  URBAN  AREA.  It  IS  EXPECTED  THAT  AS 
POPULATION  INCREASES  OCCUR  THROUGHOUT  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  TRADE 
ESTABLISHMENTS  WILL  FOLLOW  THIS  GROWTH  AND  LOCATE  IN  AREAS 
OUTSIDE  THE  ClTY  OF  HENDERSONVILLE.  It  IS  EXPECTED  THAT  THE 

City's  service  sector  will  continue  to  expand  due  to  the 

LOCATIONAL  REQUIREMENTS  OF  SPECIALIZED  SERVICE  ACTIVITIES  IN- 
CLUDING THE  EXCELLENT  ACCESS  TO  THE  ClTY. 

The  agricultural  sector  of  the  County's  economy  con- 
tinued TO  PLAY  A VITAL  ROLE  IN  THE  1970-74  PERIOD.  In  LINE 
WITH  THE  OTHER  COUNTIES  IN  THE  REGION,  HENDERSON  COUNTY  EX- 
PERIENCED A DECLINE  OF  120  JOBS  IN  THE  AGRICULTURAL  SECTOR 
DURING  THE  PERIOD.  ALONG  WITH  THE  DECLINE  IN  AGRICULTURAL 
EMPLOYMENT,  THE  AREA  ALSO  EXPERIENCED  A DECLINE  IN  THE  NUMBER 

of  farms.  According  to  the  1969  U.  S.  Census  of  Agriculture 
(see  Table  15)  the  number  of  farms  within  the  County  declined 
from  1051  in  1964  to  947  in  1969.  Despite  this  decline, 
Henderson  County  experienced  an  increase  in  average  farm  size 
(increasing  from  80.3  acres  in  1966  to  92.3  acres  in  1969) 

AND  IN  ACRES  OF  CROPLAND.  As  INDICATED  IN  TABLE  16,  THE 
COUNTY,  IN  1970,  CONTAINED  32,700  ACRES  OF  CROPLAND.  By  1973 
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TABLE  14 

SERVICE  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  RECEIPTS,  HENDERSON  COUNTY 
1967,  1972 

19Z2 n 1967  ti 

Sales  Sales 

Establishments  ($1,000)  Establishments  ($1,000) 

Henderson 


County 

348 

$14,050 

271 

$ 7,842 

Henderson- 

ville 

207 

6,590 

135 

4,367 

Remainder 
of  County 

141 

7,460 

136 

3,475 

Source:  Selected  Service  Industries  - Area  Statistics, 
U..  S,.  .Census  of  Business  1972,  1967, 


TABLE  15 

NUMBER  OF  FARMS  AND  AVERAGE  SIZE  OF  FARM 


HENDERSON  COUNTY 

1964,  1969 

1969 

1964 

All  Farms 

947 

1,051 

Average  size  of  farm  (acres) 

92.3 

80.3 

Source:  U.  S,  Census  of  Agriculture,  1969 
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TABLE  16 

ACRES  IN  HARVESTED  AND  IDLE  CROPLAND  AND  ESTIMATED  FARM 
INCOME,  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  1970-1973 


Year 

Acres  of  Harvested 
and  Idle  Cropland 

Estimated 
Farm  Income 

1970 

32,700 

$17,355,014 

1971 

34,915 

15,517,732 

1972 

29,933 

17,853,000 

1973 

32,969 

18,521,000 

Source:  Profile.:  North. .Carolina  Counties,  1969,  p.  92 

THIS  FIGURE  HAD  RISEN  TO  32,969  ACRES.  THESE  FIGURES  INDI- 
CATE A CONSOLIDATION  OF  FARMS  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY.  SIMILARLY, 

THE  COUNTY  EXPERIENCED  A STEADY  INCREASE  IN  FARM  INCOME, 

rising  to  $13,521,000  in  1973.  This  figure  represented  the 

HIGHEST  FARM  INCOME  OF  ANY  COUNTY  WITHIN  THE  REGION  IN  1973. 

The  1975  farm  income  provided  by  the  Agricultural  Extension 
Agent  for  Henderson  County  was  $28,241,139.  This  data  pro- 
vides AN  INDICATION  OF  THE  SIGNIFICANT  ROLE  OF  THE  AGRICULTURAL 
SECTOR  IN  THE  COUNTY^  ECONOMY. 

Henderson  County  Population 

The  development  of  population  and  employment  projections 

INVOLVES  THE  DETERMINATION  OF  THE  LEVELS  OF  POPULATION  AND 
EMPLOYMENT  WHICH  CAN  BE  EXPECTED  TO  EXIST  IN  A PARTICULAR 
GEOGRAPHIC  AREA  AT  A CERTAIN  TIME  IN  THE  FUTURE  BASED  ON 
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CERTAIN  EXPECTED  OCCURRENCES. 

In  developing  population  employment  projections  for 
Henderson  County  and  Region  B a number  of  factors  were  con- 
sidered by  the  Planning  Staff  of  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council. 
Among  these  factors  were  the  following: 

1.  The  past  population  levels  in  each  of  the  counties, 

TOWNSHIPS,  CITIES  AND  INCORPORATED  AREAS  WITHIN  THE  REGION; 

2.  Each  area's  share  of  past  population  growth; 

3.  Each  county's  past  share  of  the  Region's  employment 
growth; 

A.  Each  township's  past  share  of  employment  growth; 

5.  The  amount  of  available  developable  land  in  each 

AREA; 

6.  The  existence  and  extent  of  public  services  such 

AS  WATER  AND  SEWER; 

7.  Past  and  present  development  patterns; 

8.  Planned  large  scale  economic  enterprises; 

9.  Time-distance  access  from  each  area  to  population 
and/or  employment  centers; 

10.  Expected  transportation  improvements; 

11.  Indications  of  the  amount  of  industrial  land  within 

EACH  AREA. 

Utilizing  the  above  factors,  projections  of  employment 

AND  POPULATION  WERE  DEVELOPED. 

The  development  of  the  population  and  employment  pro- 
jections INVOLVED  THE  FOLLOWING  STEPS; 
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1,  The  development  of  Regional  at-place  employment 

PROJECTIONS j 

2,  The  distribution  of  Regional  at-place  employment 

TO  EACH  COUNTY  COMPRISING  THE  REGION; 

3,  The  development  of  population  projections  for  each 

COUNTY, 

4,  The  testing  of  the  population  projections  using  a 

COHECT-SURVIVAL  TECHNIQUE  WHICH  ASSUMED  NO  MIGRATION; 

5,  The  allocation  of  the  county  population  to  town- 
ships, CITIES  AND  INCORPORATED  AREAS; 

6,  The  allocation  of  county  employment  to  the  township 

LEVEL. 

(A  DETAILED  EXPLANATION  OF  THE  METHODOLOGY  EMPLOYED  IN  DE- 
VELOPING THE  POPULATION  AND  EMPLOYMENT  PROJECTIONS  IS  CON- 
TAINED in  Appendix  A of  the  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Study  en- 
titled Population  and  Employment  Study,  Region  B,  North 
Carolina.) 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  primary  purpose  in  the 

DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  POPULATION  AND  EMPLOYMENT  PRO- 
JECTIONS IS  NOT  TO  DETERMINE  THE  EXACT  NUMBER  OF  RESIDENTS  IN 
AN  AREA  OR  THE  EXACT  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYEES  IN  EACH  EMPLOYMENT 

SECTOR.  The  purpose  in  developing  the  projections  is  to 

ESTABLISH  A CONCEPT  OF  THE  DIRECTION  AND  MAGNITUDE  OF  EX- 
PECTED DEVELOPMENT  AND  TO  EXAMINE  THE  IMPLICATIONS  OF  THAT 
GROWTH  IN  ORDER  THAT  REALISTIC  PUBLIC  POLICIES  AND  PLANS  CAN 
BE  DEVELOPED  IN  AN  ATTEMPT  TO  GUIDE  GROWTH  WITHIN  THE  AREA, 

Population  levels  for  the  years  1970  to  2000  for  the 
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FOUR  COUNTIES  COMPRISING  REGION  B ARE  PRESENTED  IN  TABLE  17. 

The  Region  B area  of  Western  North  Carolina  can  be  expected 
TO  GAIN  APPROXIMATELY  73,000  RESIDENTS  FROM  1975  TO  THE  YEAR 
2000.  This  growth  of  approximately  30%  will  place  the  Region's 
TOTAL  POPULATION  AT  A LEVEL  OF  315,500  IN  THE  YEAR  2000. 
Historically,  the  largest  population  increases  have 

OCCURRED  IN  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY,  GEOGRAPHICALLY  THE  LARGEST 

county  in  Region  B.  During  the  period  1975-2000,  Buncombe 
County  is  expected  to  increase  its  population  level  by 
APPROXIMATELY  40, 500  RESIDENTS  OR  26.1%. 

While  Buncombe  County  will  continue  to  receive  the 

LARGEST  SHARE  OF  THE  REGION'S  POPULATION  GROWTH,  HENDERSON 

County  is  expected  to  experience  the  largest  growth  rate  of 
ANY  COUNTY  WITHIN  THE  REGION.  FROM  1975-2000,  HENDERSON 
County  is  expected  to  experience  a population  increase  of 
APPROXIMATELY  21,600,  AN  INCREASE  OF  45.8%.  To  A LARGE  EXTENT, 
THIS  INCREASE  IN  POPULATION  WILL  OCCUR  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  THE 

I-26/U.S.  25  corridor.  This  area  of  the  Region--running  from 
South  Asheville  to  Hendersonville— is  expected  to  experience 

THE  LARGEST  DEGREE  OF  DEVELOPMENT  TO  THE  YEAR  2000. 

Following  Henderson  County  in  the  amount  of  population 

INCREASE  WILL  BE  TRANSYLVANIA  COUNTY  WITH  AN  INCREASE  OF  AP- 
PROXIMATELY 8,000  BY  THE  YEAR  2000.  THIS  GROWTH  RATE  OF  38.3% 
RANKS  SECOND  IN  THE  REGION,  EXCEEDED  ONLY  BY  HENDERSON  COUNTY 
WITH  A GROWTH  RATE  OF  45.8%  MADISON  COUNTY  IS  EXPECTED  TO 
EXPERIENCE  A POPULATION  INCREASE  OF  APPROXIMATELY  2,300  RESI- 
DENTS OR  13.6%,  TO  THE  YEAR  2000. 
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POPULATION,  REGION  B,  BY  COUNTY,  1970-2000 
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Age  Distribution 

During  the  1975-2000  period  it  is  expected  that  the 

LARGEST  INCREASE  IN  POPULATION  WILL  OCCUR  IN  THE  35-44  AGE 

GROUP.  In  the  25  YEAR  period  it  is  anticipated  that  this 
AGE  GROUP  WILL  INCREASE  BY  APPROXIMATELY  23,280  INDIVIDUALS, 

an  increase  of  82.2 % over  it  1975  level  of  28,330.  From 
1975-2000  it  is  expected  that  the  age  grouping  45-54,  will 
increase  approximately  64%  over  its  1975  level  of  27,000. 

The  significant  increases  in  population  in  these  age  cate- 
gories REFLECT  THE  JOB  GROWTH  WHICH  IS  EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR 

within  the  Region.  It  is  these  age  groups  (35-44  and  45-54) 

THAT  WILL  COMPRISE  A LARGE  PORTION  OF  THE  REGIONAL  AND  NATIONAL 
WORK  FORCE  TO  THE  YEAR  2000. 

Also  experiencing  a significant  increase  from  1975  to 
THE  YEAR  2000  WILL  BE  THE  REGION'S  ELDERLY  POPULATION,  I.E., 
THOSE  RESIDENTS  AGE  65  AND  OVER.  DURING  THIS  PERIOD,  IT  IS 
EXPECTED  THAT  THIS  SEGMENT  OF  THE  REGION'S  POPULATION  WILL 
INCREASE  BY  APPROXIMATELY  10,680  RESIDENTS,  A GAIN  OF  APPROXI- 
MATELY 34%  over  its  1975  figure  of  31,120.  The  growth  of 
this  Region  as  a retirement  area  is  expected  to  be  particularly 

NOTICEABLE  IN  HENDERSON  AND  TRANSYLVANIA  COUNTIES.  THIS  SEG- 
MENT OF  THE  POPULATION  (65  AND  OVER)  IS  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE 
BY  APPROXIMATELY  46%  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  AND  44%  IN  TRANSYL- 
VANIA County. 

From  1975  to  2000  a relatively  slow  growth  can  be  ex- 
pected TO  OCCUR  IN  THAT  SEGMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION  UNDER  24 
YEARS  OF  AGE.  DURING  THE  PERIOD,  THE  AGE  UNDER  5,  5~19 
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AND  20-24  YEARS  CAN  BE  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  BY  11.7%,  11.9% 
AND  2.3 % RESPECTIVELY.  To  A LARGE  EXTENT,  THE  RELATIVELY 
SMALL  INCREASES  IN  THESE  AGE  GROUPINGS  WILL  BE  A RESULT  OF 
THE  LOW  BIRTH  RATES  WHICH  ARE  EXPECTED  TO  CHARACTERIZE  THE 
PERIOD  FROM  1975  TO  2000  AND  THE  CONTINUING  HIGH  LABOR  FORCE 
PARTICIPATION  RATES  OF  THE  FEMALES  IN  THE  CHILD-BEARING 

groups  (See  Table  18). 

Racial  Composition 

As  INDICATED  IN  TABLE  19,  THE  REGION'S  WHITE  POPULATION 
IS  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  BY  APPROXIMATELY  70,400  RESIDENTS,  AN 
INCREASE  OF  31.2%  DURING  THE  PERIOD  FROM  1975-2000.  DURING 
THIS  PERIOD,  THE  LARGEST  PERCENTAGE  INCREASE  IN  WHITE  POPU- 
LATION will  occur  in  Henderson  County  where  this  segment  of 
THE  COUNTY'S  POPULATION  IS  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  BY  46.0% 

OVER  ITS  1975  FIGURE  OF  45,100. 

The  Region's  non-white  population,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  BY  APPROXIMATELY  2,780,  AN  INCREASE  OF 
16.6%  DURING  THE  1975-2000  PERIOD.  As  INDICATED  IN  THE  TABLE, 
THE  LARGEST  INCREASE  IN  NON-WHITE  POPULATIONS  ARE  EXPECTED 

to  occur  in  Buncombe  and  Henderson  Counties,  the  sites  of  the 
Region's  major  urban  areas. 

Henderson  .County  Population  Projections 

Henderson  County  is  expected  to  experience  the  largest 

PERCENTAGE  INCREASE  IN  POPULATION  OF  ALL  OF  THE  REGION'S 

counties  from  1975  to  2000.  During  this  period,  the  county's 
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HENDERSON  COUNTY  AGE  COMPOSITION,  1975-2000 
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Source:  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council 


RACIAL  COMPOSITION,  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  BY  TOWNSHIP  AND  INCORPORATED  AREA,  1975-2000 
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indicates  a negligible  amount  of  population 


POPULATION  IS  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  FROM  47,200  TO  68,000, 

AN  INCREASE  OF  21,600  RESIDENTS.  THIS  INCREASE  IS  THE 
EQUIVALENT  OF  AN  INCREASE  OF  45.8%  DURING  THE  PERIOD  (SEE 

Table  20) . 

A PRIMARY  FACTOR  IN  CAUSING  THE  POPULATION  INCREASE 
WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  WILL  BE  THE  CONTINUED  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE 

I-26/U.S.  25  corridor.  Of  the  total  county  population  in- 
crease OF  21,600,  APPROXIMATELY  59%  WILL  OCCUR  IN  HENDERSON- 
VILLE and  Hooper's  Creek  Townships. 

Within  the  county,  the  largest  population  increase  is 

EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN  HENDERSONVILLE  TOWNSHIP,  By  THE  YEAR 
2000,  IT  IS  ANTICIPATED  THAT  THIS  AREA  WILL  HAVE  INCREASED  BY 
APPROXIMATELY  10,400  RESIDENTS,  AN  INCREASE  OF  38.5%  OVER  ITS 
1975  level  of  27,030.  Contributing  significantly  to  this 

POPULATION  INCREASE  WILL  BE  THE  AVAILABILITY  OF  ESSENTIAL 
PUBLIC  SERVICES,  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  AVAILABLE  LAND,  AND  GOOD 
ACCESS  TO  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  IN  THE  I-26/U.S.  25  CORRIDOR. 
During  this  time,  the  City  of  Hendersonville,  the  county's 

TRADE  AND  SERVICE  CENTER,  IS  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  BY  APPROXI- 
MATELY 2,900  RESIDENTS. 

Also  expected  to  experience  a significant  population 
INCREASE  TO  THE  YEAR  2000  IS  CRAB  CREEK  TOWNSHIP.  DURING  THE 
1975-2000  PERIOD,  IT  IS  ANTICIPATED  THAT  THIS  AREA  WILL  IN- 
CREASE BY  APPROXIMATELY  2,700  RESIDENTS,  A GROWTH  OF  181% 

OVER  ITS  1975  POPULATION  LEVEL  OF  1,480.  LARGELY  CONTRIBUTING 
TO  THIS  GROWTH  IN  POPULATION  WILL  BE  THE  TOWNSHIP'S  LOCATION 
BETWEEN  THE  EMPLOYMENT  CENTERS  OF  HENDERSONVILLE  TOWNSHIP 
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and  Olin  and  DuPont  in  Transylvania  County, 

Other  growth  areas  within  Henderson  County  are  expected 

TO  EXPERIENCE  SIGNIFICANT  GROWTH  TO  THE  YEAR  2000  INCLUDING 

Hooper's  Creek  Township  (2,300)  and  Blue  Ridge  Township 
(1,960),  Most  sections  of  the  county  will  continue  to  de- 
velop AS  RETIREMENT  AND  VACATION  HOME  COMMUNITIES.  (SEE 

Table  20) 

&g.e__D_lit-RJBU.tion  - County 

The  sizable  population  and  employment  growth  which  is 
EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN  THE  COUNTY  FROM  1975  TO  2000  WILL  BE  THE 
PRIMARY  CAUSE  OF  THE  RAPID  INCREASES  WHICH  ARE  ANTICIPATED 
IN  EACH  COUNTY'S  AGE  CATEGORIES,  As  INDICATED  IN  TABLE  18, 
Henderson  County's  population  growth  in  each  age  cohort 

REPRESENTS  THE  FASTEST  INCREASE  IN  THAT  PARTICULAR  CATEGORY 
OF  ALL  THE  COUNTIES  IN  THE  REGION,  In  LINE  WITH  REGIONAL 
TRENDS,  THE  FASTEST  POPULATION  GROWTH  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  IS 
EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN  THE  35-44  AND  45-54  AGE  CATEGORIES, 
During  the  1975-2000  period,  it  is  expected  that  the  popu- 
lation IN  THE  35-44  AGE  COHORT  WILL  INCREASE  BY  APPROXIMATELY 
6,000  RESIDENTS,  A GROWTH  OF  112,6%  OVER  THE  COUNTY'S  1975 
FIGURE  OF  5,380. 

During  the  1975-2000  period,  the  younger  age  groups 

WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  ARE  ALSO  EXPECTED  TO  EXPERIENCE  POPULATION 
INCREASES,  IN  THE  25  YEAR  PERIOD,  THE  UNDER  5,  5-19  AND 
20-24  AGE  GROUPS  ARE  EXPECTED  TO  INCREASE  TO  17.1%,  18,0% 

AND  18.2%  RESPECTIVELY. 
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HENDERSON  COUNTY  POPULATION,  BY  TOWNSHIP  AND  INCORPORATED  AREA,  1970-2000 
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Source:  U.  S.  Census,  Fifth  Count,  1970 
Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council 


The  increases  in  these  groups  are  expected  to  occur 

LARGELY  BECAUSE  OF  THE  AVAILABILITY  OF  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES 
WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  AND  IN  THE  SURROUNDING  AREAS. 

The  attractiveness  of  Henderson  County  to  both  the 

YOUNG  AND  THE  ELDERLY  IS  INDICATED  BY  THE  SIGNIFICANT  INCREASE 
WHICH  IS  EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN  THAT  SEGMENT  OF  THE  POPULATION 
WHICH  IS  65  YEARS  OF  AGE  OR  OLDER.  FROM  1975  TO  THE  YEAR 
2000  IT  IS  EXPECTED  THAT  THIS  AGE  GROUP  WILL  INCREASE  BY 
APPROXIMATLEY  2,900  RESIDENTS,  AN  INCREASE  OF  45 . 8%  DURING 
THE  PERIOD.  This  increase  in  population  over  65  YEARS  of  age 

WILL  BE  CAUSED  BY  THE  INCREASING  ROLE  OF  CERTAIN  SECTIONS  OF 

Henderson  County  as  retirement  communities.  This  development 

WILL  ALSO  BE  AIDED  BY  THE  ADDED  SERVICES  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 
WHICH  ARE  EXPECTED  TO  BE  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  COUNTY  TO  THE  YEAR 
2000. 

Henderson  County  Employment 

Of  the  four  counties  comprising  Region  B,  Henderson 
County  is  expected  to  experience  the  fastest  employment  growth 
FROM  1974  TO  THE  YEAR  2000.  DURING  THIS  PERIOD,  IT  IS  ANTICI- 
PATED THAT  THE  COUNTY  WILL  INCREASE  ITS  AT-PLACE  EMPLOYMENT 
BY  APPROXIMATELY  12,800  JOBS,  A GAIN  OF  74%  OVER  ITS  1974 
LEVEL  OF  17,300. 

As  in  Buncombe  County,  the  largest  employment  increases 

ARE  EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY'S  MANUFACTURING 

sector.  From  1974  to  2000,  it  is  anticipated  that  employment 
IN  THIS  SECTOR  WILL  INCREASE  BY  APPROXIMATELY  4,260  JOBS,  A 
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gain  of  79.6%  over  its  1974  figure  of  5,350,  (See  Table  21). 

Of  this  increase  in  manufacturing  employment,  by  far  the 

LARGEST  PERCENTAGE  (92%)  IS  EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN,  AND  NEAR, 

the  I-26/U.S.  25  corridor.  From  1974  TO  2000,  FOR  example, 
Hendersonville  Township  and  Hoopers  Creek  Township  are  expected 

TO  INCREASE  THEIR  MANUFACTURING  EMPLOYMENT  LEVELS  BY  2,680  AND 

1,220  jobs  respectively.  (See  Table  22).  It  IS  THESE  AREAS 

OF  THE  COUNTY  WHICH  ARE  PARTICULARLY  SUITED  TO  THE  LOCATION 
OF  MANUFACTURING  ENTERPRISES  DUE  TO  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  PRIME 
INDUSTRIAL  LAND  (INCLUDING  SUCH  AREAS  AS  THE  CANE  CREEK  INDUS- 
TRIAL Park),  the  availability  of  good  transportation  routes 
SUCH  AS  1-26  AND  U.S.  25,  AND  THE  EXISTENCE  OF  PUBLIC  SERVICES. 

Following  the  manufacturing  sector  in  employment  in- 
creases WILL  BE  THE  COUNTY ; S SERVICE  AND  TRADE  SECTORS. 

During  the  1974-2000  period,  it  is  expected  that  the  service 

CATEGORY  WILL  EXPERIENCE  THE  FASTEST  GROWTH  OF  ANY  SECTOR, 
INCREASING  BY  88%  DURING  THE  PERIOD.  LARGELY  RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
THE  INCREASES  IN  THIS  SECTOR  WILL  BE  THE  SIGNIFICANT  POPULATION 
GROWTH  WHICH  IS  EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN  THE  COUNTY  TO  THE  YEAR 

2000.  While  the  county  has  experienced  population  increases 

IN  THE  PAST,  THE  POPULATION  GAINS  WHICH  ARE  EXPECTED  IN  THE 
NEAR  FUTURE  CAN  BE  EXPECTED  TO  RAISE  THE  COUNTY ' S POPULATION 
TO  A LEVEL  WHICH  WILL  CREATE  A SIZABLE  MARKET  FOR  BOTH  GOODS 
AND  SERVICES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY.  WHILE  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY,  AND 
PARTICULARLY  ASHEVILLE  TOWNSHIP,  WILL  CONTINUE  AS  THE  REGION'S 
SERVICE  CENTER,  HENDERSON  COUNTY  WILL  SIGNIFICANTLY  INCREASE 
ITS  ROLE  AS  A SERVICE  AND  TRADE  CENTER,  SERVING  BOTH  HENDERSON 
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TABLE  2 1 


TOWNSHIP  AT-PLACE  EMPLOYMENT,  BY  SECTOR,  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  1974-2000 


1974 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

Change 

Amount 

1974-2000 

Percent 

Agriculture  and  Forestry: 

Blue  Ridge  Twp. 

180 

180 

175 

170 

165 

165 

-15 

*-B.  3 

Clear  Creek  Two. 

55 

55 

55 

55 

50 

50 

-5 

u9 . 1 

Crab  Creek  Twp. 

35 

35 

35 

30 

30 

30 

-5 

-14.3 

Edneyville  Twp. 

225 

225 

225 

225 

220 

220 

-5 

-a. 2 

Green  River  Twp. 

115 

110 

110 

105 

105 

100 

-15 

- 1 3\.  0 

Hendersonville  Twp. 

205 

195 

185 

17  5 

165 

155 

-50 

-24.* 

Hoopers  Creek  Twp. 

90 

90 

85 

85 

85 

80 

-10 

-11.1 

Mills  River  Twp. 

225 

225 

225 

225 

220 

220 

-5 

-2.2 

Total 

1,130 

1,115 

1,095 

1,065 

1,040 

1,020 

-110 

-9.7 

Manufacturing: 

Blue  Ridge  Twp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Clear  Creek  Twp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Crab  Creek  Twp. 

- 

- 

85 

100 

120 

135 

135 

- 

Edneyville  Twp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Green  River  Twp. 

270 

305 

335 

355 

385 

415 

145 

53.7 

Hendersonville  Twp. 

4,065 

4,655 

4,935 

5,340 

5,985 

6,745 

2,680 

65.9 

Hoopers  Creek  Twp. 

960 

1,335 

1,530 

1,715 

1,930 

2,180 

1,220 

127.1 

Mills  River  Twp. 

55 

65 

85 

105 

120 

135 

80 

145.5 

Total 

5,350 

6,360 

6,970 

7,615 

8,540 

9,610 

4,260 

79.6 

Trade : 

Blue  Ridge  Twp. 

120 

135 

140 

145 

160 

175 

55 

45.8 

Clear  Creek  Twp. 

75 

90 

95 

105 

115 

130 

55 

73.3 

Crab  Creek  Twp. 

35 

45 

50 

55 

65 

80 

45 

128.6 

Edneyville  Twp. 

60 

80 

90 

100 

120 

135 

75 

125.0 

Green  River  Twp. 

85 

100 

105 

110 

125 

140 

55 

64.7 

Hendersonville  Twp. 

2,305 

2,720 

2,930 

3,210 

3,670 

4,175 

1,870 

81.1 

Hoopers  Creek  Twp. 

165 

205 

2 30 

260 

300 

345 

180 

109.1 

Mills  River  Twp. 

145 

170 

185 

205 

235 

270 

125 

86.2 

Total 

2,990 

3,545 

3,825 

4,190 

4,790 

5,450 

2,460 

82.3 

Services : 

Blue  Ridge  Twp. 

80 

95 

100 

105 

115 

125 

45 

56.3 

Clear  Creek  Twp. 

40 

50 

55 

60 

65 

75 

35 

87.5 

Crab  Creek  Twp. 

475 

565 

620 

685 

795 

910 

435 

91.6 

Edneyville  Twp. 

125 

140 

155 

170 

190 

215 

90 

72.0 

Green  River  Twp. 

155 

180 

195 

215 

240 

270 

115 

74.0 

Hendersonville  Twp. 

1,650 

1,955 

2,140 

2,385 

2,755 

3,170 

1,520 

92.1 

Hoopers  Creek  Twp. 

220 

260 

285 

315 

355 

410 

190 

86.4 

Mills  River  Twp. 

185 

220 

235 

260 

295 

335 

150 

81.1 

Total 

2,930 

3,465 

3,785 

4,195 

4,810 

5,510 

2,580 

88.1 

Other : 

Blue  Ridge  Twp. 

30 

45 

55 

75 

90 

100 

70 

233.3 

Clear  Creek  Twp. 

15 

25 

30 

40 

60 

70 

55 

366.7 

Crab  Creek  Twp. 

10 

25 

35 

55 

70 

85 

75 

750.0 

Edneyville  Twp. 

20 

25 

4 ' 

45 

70 

85 

65 

325.0 

Green  River  Twp. 

25 

40 

50 

60 

85 

100 

75 

300.0 

Hendersonville  Twp. 

4,680 

5,425 

5,74' 

6,195 

6,890 

7,710 

3,030 

65.7 

Hoopers  Creek  Twp. 

95 

130 

15, 

180 

225 

265 

170 

178.9 

Mills  River  Twp. 

45 

60 

70 

80 

90 

105 

60 

133.  3 

Total 

4,920 

5,775 

6,180 

6,730 

7,580 

8,520 

3,600 

73.2 

Source:  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council. 
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AT-PLACE  EMPLOYMENT  (BY  SECTOR),  HENOERSON  COUNTY,  1974-2000 
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County  and  northern  Transylvania  County. 

AS  STATED  EARLIER,  THE  LOCATION  OF  TRADE  AND  SERVICE 
ESTABLISHMENTS  WITHIN  AN  AREA  IS  LARGELY  DEPENDENT  UPON  THE 
POPULATION  LEVELS  OF  THE  PARTICULAR  AREA  (I.E.,  THE  MARKET), 

AND  THE  TIME/DISTANCE  ACCESS  FROM  EACH  POPULATION  CENTER  TO 
EACH  PARTICULAR  TRADE  AND  SERVICE  CENTER,  In  LINE  WITH  THIS 
PRINCIPLE,  IT  IS  EXPECTED  THAT  THE  LARGEST  INCREASES  IN  THE 
TRADE  AND  SERVICE  SECTORS  WILL  OCCUR  IN  THE  HENDERSONVILLE 

Township  area.  It  is  this  area  of  the  county  which  is  also 

EXPECTED  TO  EXPERIENCE  THE  GREATEST  POPULATION  GROWTH  OF  ANY 
TOWNSHIP  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY.  In  THE  1974  TO  2000  PERIOD,  IT 
IS  EXPECTED  THAT  HENDERSONVILLE  TOWNSHIP  WILL  INCREASE  ITS 
SERVICE  AND  TRADE  EMPLOYMENT  BY  1,520  (92.1%)  AND  1,870  (31.1%) 
RESPECTIVELY. 

The  "other  employment"  classification,  composed  of  such 

EMPLOYMENT  CATEGORIES  AS  FINANCE,  INSURANCE  AND  REAL  ESTATE; 
TRANSPORTATION,  COMMUNICATIONS  AND  UTILITIES;  CONSTRUCTION; 

AND  GOVERNMENT  IS  EXPECTED  TO  EXPERIENCE  EMPLOYMENT  INCREASES 
OF  APPROXIMATELY  3,600  JOBS,  OR  73.2%,  FROM  1974  TO  2000. 
Following  the  location  pattern  of  the  trade  and  service 

SECTOR,  THE  LARGEST  PERCENTAGE  OF  THIS  EMPLOYMENT  GROWTH 

will  occur  in  Hendersonville  Township.  It  is  this  area 

WHICH  IS  THE  COUNTY'S  FINANCIAL  AND  GOVERNMENTAL  CENTER 
AND  IN  WHICH  AN  INCREASE  IN  CONSTRUCTION  EMPLOYMENT  IS 
EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  AS  DEVELOPMENT  CONTINUES.  As  IN  BUNCOMBE 

County,  the  employment  increases  in  this  sector  which  are 

EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN  SURROUNDING  TOWNSHIPS  WILL  BE  DUE  PRIMARILY 
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TO  INCREASED  CONSTRUCTION  ACTIVITY  WHICH  WILL  ACCOMPANY 
POPULATION  GROWTH. 

Following  the  Regional  trend,  the  agricultural  sector 

OF  THE  county's  ECONOMY  IS  EXPECTED  TO  DECLINE  IN  EMPLOYMENT 
TO  THE  YEAR  2000.  WHILE  THIS  SECTOR  WILL  EXPERIENCE  EMPLOY- 
MENT DECLINES,  IT  SHOULD  BE  NOTED  THAT  THE  EMPLOYMENT  DECLINE 
OF  9.7%  REPRESENTS  THE  SMALLEST  DECLINE  OF  ANY  AGRICULTURE 
AND  FORESTRY  SECTOR  IN  THE  REGION.  THIS  SMALL  DECLINE  IN  AGRI- 
CULTURAL EMPLOYMENT  TO  THE  YEAR  2000  IS  A PRIME  INDICATION  OF 
THE  STABILITY  OF  THE  AGRICULTURAL  SECTOR  OF  THE  HENDERSON 

County  economy. 

Summary 

Henderson  County  is  expected  to  experience  the  fastest 

GROWTH  OF  ANY  COUNTY  IN  THE  REGION  B AREA.  THE  COUNTY  WILL 
EXPERIENCE  SIGNIFICANT  POPULATION  AND  AT-PLACE  EMPLOYMENT 

growth  during  the  period  1975-2000.  In  1970,  1,052  Henderson 
County  residents  commuted  to  Transylvania  County  to  their  place 

OF  EMPLOYMENT.  As  ADDITIONAL  JOB  GROWTH  OCCURS  IN  HENDERSON 

County,  it  can  be  expected  that  this  relationship  will  change 
as  Henderson  County  begins  to  experience  in-commuting  by  1985. 

From  1974  to  2000  it  is  expected  that  the  labor  force 
PARTICIPATION  RATES  OF  THE  UNDER  18  AND  18-64  AGE  GROUPS  WILL 
INCREASE  IN  EACH  COUNTY  WITHIN  THE  REGION.  In  HENDERSON 

County  it  is  expected  that  the  labor  force  participation  in  the 

OVER  65  AGE  GROUP  WILL  DECLINE  DUE  TO  THE  SIGNIFICANT  NUMBER  OF 
RETIREES  WHICH  ARE  EXPECTED  TO  LIVE  IN  THESE  AREAS. 
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While  the  population  and  employment  gains  will  present 

MANY  OPPORTUNITIES  TO  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  THE  EXPECTED  GROWTH 
WILL  ALSO  BRING  MANY  CHALLENGES.  In  RECENT  YEARS  THERE  HAS 
DEVELOPED  AN  INCREASING  AWARENESS  THAT  GROWTH  BRINGS  COSTS 
AS  WELL  AS  BENEFITS. 

In  1973  the  U.  S.  Chamber  of  Commerce  conducted  a study 

TO  DETERMINE  THE  BENEFITS  AND  BURDENS  THAT  ONE  HUNDRED  NEW 

FACTORY  WORKERS  BRING  TO  A COMMUNITY.  THE  RESULTS  OF  THE 

STUDY  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

296  more  people 

112  more  households 

174  additional  workers  employed 

107  more  registered  passenger  cars 

$3,600/000  more  in  annual  retail  sales 

$590,000  more  in  personal  income 

$270,000  more  in  bank  deposits 

In  studying  the  burdens  imposed  by  the  same  amount  of  additional 

WORKERS,  THE  CHAMBER  OF  COMMERCE  ESTIMATED: 

about  100  new  children  in  school  (50  in 
grade  school,  50  junior  high  and  25 
in  senior  high) . This  situation  in 
turn  creates  a need  for: 
two  new  grade  school  rooms  and  one  new 
room  at  the  junior  high  school  and 
high  school  at  a cost  of  $925,000 
(1973  figure) 
four  new  school  teachers 
one  acre  for  grade  school  needs 
one  acre  for  playgrounds 

In  addition,  the  community  will  need: 

one  additional  employee  in  the  police 
department  and  $4,510  additional  in 
operating  budget 

one  new  fireman  and  additional  increase 
of  $2,820  in  the  budget 
the  water  department  will  have  to  pump 

about  60,000  additional  gallons  daily 
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While  the  costs  and  benefits  associated  with  growth  in  Hender- 
son County  will  be  different  from  those  levels  cited  in  the 
Chamber's  study,  it  is  important  for  the  citizens  of  Hender- 
son County  to  be  aware  of  the  consequences  of  the  growth  which 

IS  EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  AND  THE  ACTION  WHICH 
CAN  BE  TAKEN  TO  AVOID  THESE  ADVERSE  EFFECTS, 

Of  all  the  effects  which  can  be  expected  to  occur  as 

A RESULT  OF  THE  COUNTY'S  GROWTH,  PERHAPS  THE  MOST  DIRECT 
AND  IMMEDIATE  CONCERN  IS  THE  COUNTY'S  LAND  RESOURCES,  As 
POPULATION  AND  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITIES  EXPAND,  AN  INCREASING 
AMOUNT  OF  THE  COUNTY'S  LAND  AREA  WILL  BE  CONSUMED  FOR  SUCH 
URBAN  USES  AS  HOUSING,  TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES,  INDUSTRIAL 
SITES,  RECREATION  AREAS,  ETC.  THE  MAGNITUDE  AND  DIRECTION 
OF  THIS  GROWTH  ASSUMES  ADDED  IMPORTANCE  WHEN  CONSIDERING  THE 
FRAGILE  AND  UNIQUE  NATURE  OF  A SIGNIFICANT  AMOUNT  OF  THE  COUNTY'S 
LAND  AREA.  It  IS  WELL-KNOWN,  FOR  EXAMPLE,  THAT  THE  COUNTY'S 
MOUNTAINS  CONTAIN  MANY  ENVIRONMENTALLY  SENSITIVE  AREAS  IN- 
CLUDING FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  HABITATS,  PLANT  HABITATS  AND  UNIQUE 
GEOLOGICAL  AND  SCENIC  AREAS.  It  IS  THESE  AREAS,  WITH  THEIR 
UNIQUE  AND  NATURAL  FEATURES,  WHICH  MAY  BE  PARTICULARLY  SUSCEP- 
TIBLE TO  THE  DANGERS  OF  UNCONTROLLED  DEVELOPMENT.  BECAUSE  OF 
THEIR  UNIQUE  FEATURES,  THESE  FRAGILE  MOUNTAIN  AREAS  ARE  OFTEN 
CONSIDERED  AS  PRIME  LOCATIONS  FOR  SECOND-HOME  DEVELOPMENT. 

For  THESE  REASONS,  EXTREME  CARE  MUST  BE  TAKEN  IN  ORDER  TO 
PREVENT  IRREVERSIBLE  ENVIRONMENTAL  DAMAGE  TO  SENSITIVE  ECO- 
LOGICAL AREAS, 

Just  as  care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  the  harmful  effects 
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OF  DEVELOPMENT  IN  THE  COUNTY ' S MOUNTAINS,  SO  TOO  MUST  CARE  BE 
TAKEN  TO  AVOID  THE  POTENTIALLY  UNDESIRABLE  EFFECTS  OF  GROWTH 
ON  THE  COUNTY'S  MOST  PRODUCTIVE  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS.  It  IS 
WELL-KNOWN,  FOR  EXAMPLE,  THAT  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT  IS  STRONGLY 
ATTRACTED  TO  PRIME  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS  SINCE  THE  PHYSIOGRAPHIC 
CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THESE  AREAS  MAKE  THEM  WELL-SUITED  FOR  URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT  ACTIVITIES.  FOR  THESE  REASONS,  IT  IS  PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT  FOR  THE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  COUNTY  TO  DETERMINE  WHETHER 
THE  COUNTY'S  PRODUCTIVE  AGRICULTURAL  LANDS  SHOULD  BE  DEVOTED 
TO  AGRICULTURAL  ACTIVITIES  OR  BE  CONSIDERED  AS  PRIME  LOCATIONS 
FOR  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT.  ONLY  AFTER  THIS  DECISION  IS  MADE, 

CAN  POLICIES  BE  DEVELOPED  TO  INSURE  THE  WISEST  AND  BEST  USE 
OF  THESE  PARTICULAR  LANDS  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  DESIRES  OF  THE 
county's  CITIZENS. 

Although  growth  is  often  seen  as  a means  of  increasing 

AN  AREA'S  TAX  BASE,  THE  ADDITIONAL  BURDENS  IMPOSED  ON  THE 

locality's  public  service  delivery  systems  are  often  over- 
looked. As  POPULATION  INCREASES  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY,  FOR  EX- 
AMPLE, IT  CAN  BE  EXPECTED  THAT  ADDITIONAL  AND  IMPROVED  PUBLIC 
SERVICES  WILL  BE  REQUIRED.  AMONG  THE  SERVICES  WHICH  MAY  BE 
REQUIRED  ARE:  ADDITIONAL  DAY  CARE  FACILITIES,  ADDITIONAL 
RECREATION  AND  OPEN  SPACE  OPPORTUNITIES,  AND  EXPANDED  MASS 
TRANSPORTATION  ALTERNATIVES.  It  IS  THE  COSTS  OF  SERVICES 
SUCH  AS  THOSE  MENTIONED  ABOVE  WHICH  MUST  BE  CONSIDERED  IN 
DETERMINING  THE  DESIRABILITY  OF  THE  COUNTY'S  FUTURE  GROWTH 
LEVELS.  In  CONSIDERATION  OF  THESE  COSTS,  VARIOUS  PATTERNS 
OF  DEVELOPMENT  AND  THEIR  POSSIBLE  EFFECTS  ON  THE  PROVISIONS 
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OF  THESE  SERVICES  MUST  ALSO  BE  CONSIDERED.  In  THIS  WAY, 
DEVELOPMENT  PATTERNS  CAN  BE  ENCOURAGED  WHICH  MAY  LESSEN  THE 
COSTS  OF  PROVIDING  THE  ABOVE-MENTIONED  SERVICES  TO  THE 
county's  CITIZENS. 

It  has  been  the  purpose  of  this  chapter  to  present  a 

BRIEF  DISCUSSION  OF  THE  IMPLICATIONS  OF  THE  GROWTH  WHICH 
CAN  BE  EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  TO  THE  YEAR 

2000.  While  this  chapter  has  focused  on  the  possible  ef- 
fects OF  GROWTH  ON  THE  COUNTY'S  MOUNTAIN  AREAS,  AGRICULTURAL 
LANDS  AND  PUBLIC  SERVICE  DELIVERY  SYSTEMS,  IT  IS  OVBIOUS 
THAT  THE  IMPLICATIONS  OF  GROWTH  EXTEND  FAR  BEYOND  THESE 
THREE  AREAS.  DESPITE  THIS  BRIEF  DISCUSSION  OF  THE  IMPLICATIONS 
OF  GROWTH,  LARGER  QUESTIONS  REMAIN  TO  BE  ANSWERED  BY  THE 

county's  citizens  and  public  officials.  Questions  that 

ARISE  WITH  POPULATION  GROWTH  INVOLVE  SUCH  CONCERNS  AS  THE 
EFFECT  OF  GROWTH  ON  THE  COUNTY'S  TRADITIONAL  RURAL  LIFE- 
STYLE AND  MOUNTAIN  CULTURE,  AND  THE  ACTUAL  COSTS  OF  PROVIDING 
PUBLIC  SERVICES  TO  ACCOMMODATE  THE  INCREASED  POPULATION  OF 
THE  COUNTY.  A BASIC  QUESTION  TO  BE  ANSWERED  BY  THE  COUNTY 
CITIZENS,  HOWEVER,  IS  "Is  THE  LEVEL  OF  POPULATION  AND  EMPLOY- 
MENT GROWTH  PROJECTED  TO  THE  YEAR  2000  DESIRABLE  FOR  THE 
COUNTY  AND  BY  WHAT  MEANS  CAN  IT  BE  CONTROLLED  IN  ORDER  THAT 
THE  POTENTIALLY  HARMFUL  EFFECTS  OF  GROWTH  CAN  BE  AVOIDED?" 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  development  of  the  pro- 
jections, NO  POLICIES  WHICH  MIGHT  RESTRICT  FUTURE  GROWTH 
WERE  CONSIDERED.  RATHER,  IT  WAS  ASSUMED  THAT  GROWTH  WOULD 
CONTINUE  AS  IN  THE  PAST.  It  NOW  REMAINS  FOR  THE  RESIDENTS 
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OF  THE  COUNTY  TO  DETERMINE  THE  FUTURE  OF  THE  AREA  THROUGH 
THE  FORMULATION  OF  GOALS  AND  POLICIES  WHICH  WILL  ASSURE  THAT 
DEVELOPMENT  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  OCCURS  IN  LINE  WITH  THE  DE- 
SIRES OF  THE  COUNTY'S  RESIDENTS  AND  IN  A MANNER  WHICH  WILL 
NOT  ADVERSELY  AFFECT  THE  COUNTY'S  FUTURE. 

SflURQE: 

Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council,,  Population  and  Employment 
Study,  August,  1976. 
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CHAPTER  5 

TRANSPORTATION 


General 

The  location  of  the  roads  and  highways  in  Henderson 
County  has  in  the  past  and  in  all  probability  will  continue 

IN  THE  FUTURE  TO  DICTATE  RESIDENTIAL  SETTLEMENT  PATTERNS  AND 
INFLUENCE,  IF  NOT  DICTATE  THE  LOCATION  OF  COMMERCIAL  AND 
INDUSTRIAL  BUSINESSES  IN  THE  COUNTY, 

The  shape  and  form  Henderson  County  will  take  and  how 

FUTURE  CHANGES  WILL  ENTER  THE  PLANNING  PROCESS  IS  NOT  ALWAYS 
CLEAR,  BUT  TRANSPORTATION  PLANS  MUST  CONSIDER  ALL  ACTIVITIES 
THAT  WILL  GENERATE  TRAFFIC.  VARIOUS  ASPECTS  OF  TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING,  BOTH  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE,  MUST  BE  CLOSELY  COORDINATED 
IF  ALL  PARTS  ARE  TO  BLEND  TOGETHER  FOR  MORE  EFFICIENT  AND 
SAFER  MOVEMENT  OF  PEOPLE  WITHIN  HENDERSON  COUNTY. 

TO  DATE  NO  TRANSPORTATION  OBJECTIVES  HAVE  BEEN  ADOPTED 

for  Henderson  County.  Local  transportation  objectives 

SHOULD  BE  ESTABLISHED  FOR  THE  COUNTY  AS  A REFLECTION  OF  THE 
DESIRES  OF  THE  CITIZENS  OF  THE  COUNTY.  TRANSPORTATION 
FACILITIES  MUST  BE  PLANNED  TO  SERVE  PEOPLE  AND  TRANSPORTATION 
PLANNING  OBJECTIVES  MUST  BE  STATED  IN  TERMS  OF  DESIRES  TO 
BE  FULFILLED  INSTEAD  OF  SYSTEMS  TO  BE  PLANNED. 

The  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council--Region  B,  of  which 
Henderson  County  is  a member  government,  has  adopted  Regional 
Transportation  Objectives. 

The  following  are  objectives  adopted  by  the  Land-of-Sky 
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Regional  Council  as  a basis  for  its  transportation  planning 

PROGRAM: 


1.  A transportation  circulation  system  that  is  compatible 
with  the  Land  Use  Plan  for  the  Region  and  each  county. 

The  plan  should  define  a functional  heirarchy  of  streets 

and  highways  as  determined  by  their  location,  traffic  charac- 
teristics, volume  and  function  in  relation  to  the  general 
circulation  system.  It  must  provide  for  the  safe,  convenient 
and  economical  movement  of  people  and  goods  between  places 
of  residence,  employment,  shopping  and  recreation. 

2.  Major  thoroughfares  designed  and  regulated  to  insure  a free 
flow  of  traffic  and  to  protect  the  traffic-carrying  capacity 
of  the  Region's  principal  highways. 

3.  A program  to  systematically  upgrade  substandard  streets 

and  roads  throughout  the  Region  which  are  deemed  necessary  to 
provide  needed  transportation  services.  A program  to  provide 
for  the  formation  of  pedestrian  and  bikeways  to  establish  and 
to  protect  needed  future  rights-of-way  should  be  cooperatively 
developed  by  state  and  local  governments . 

4.  Local  government  input  in  the  process  of  determining  state 
highway  improvement  and  maintenance  of  priorities  within 
their  repsective  areas  of  jurisdiction  should  be  maximized. 
Efforts  should  be  undertaken  to  improve  communications  between 
local,  regional  and  state  agencies. 
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These  objectives  should  be  considered  in  the  formulation 

OF  OBJECTIVES  FOR  HENDERSON  COUNTY  TRANSPORTATION  PLANNING. 

Although  regional  in  nature,  these  objectives  address  them- 
selves TO  LOCAL  PROBLEMS.  AN  IMPORTANT  PRINCIPAL  IN  DETER- 
MINING LOCAL  TRANSPORTATION  OBJECTIVES  IS  TO  AVOID  STATE- 
MENTS THAT  SPECIFY  MEANS  TO  BE  ADOPTED.  THE  DESIRES  AND 
NEEDS  OF  LOCAL  CITIZENS  SHOULD  BE  THE  DETERMINING  FACTOR  IN 
PLANNING  TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES  FOR  THE  COUNTY. 

Transportation  planning,  especially  in  rural  communities, 

OFTEN  STARTS  WITH  THE  IDENTIFICATION  OF  PRESENT  PROBLEMS 
AND  FACTORS  THAT  AFFECT  THE  TRANSPORTATION  PLANNING  PROCESS. 

Major  constraints  within  Henderson  County  that  affect 

THE  TRANSPORTATION  PLANNING  PROCESS  ARE  SOILS,  TOPOGRAPHY, 
RIVERS  AND  THEIR  TRIBUTARIES,  NATIONAL  FOREST  LAND,  EXISTING 
TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES,  SETTLEMENT  PATTERNS  AND  THE 
PRESENT  SYSTEM  OF  STATE  MAINTENANCE,  AND  CONTROL  OF  ROADS 

in  Henderson  and  all  counties  of  North  Carolina. 

Physical  and  Man-made  Factors  Affecting  Transportation 

The  physical  characteristics  which  most  affect  trans- 
portation in  Henderson  County  are  the  topography,  soils, 

AND  RIVERS  AND  THEIR  TRIBUTARIES. 

It  is  easy  to  understand  the  difficulty  in  constructing 

TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES  ALONG  RIVER  BASINS  SUCH  AS  THE 

French  Broad  or  in  crossing  mountain  ranges  which  are  located 
in  the  County.  The  Pisgah  National  Forest  occupies  an  area 

IN  THE  NORTHWEST  CORNER  OF  THE  COUNTY  THAT  IS  RELATIVELY 
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SMALL,  BUT  DOES  PRESENT  A RESTRAINT  TO  TRANSPORTATION  IN 
THAT  PORTION  OF  THE  COUNTY, 

Steep  slopes,  poor  soils  and  areas  subject  to  flooding 

OFFER  POOR  CONDITIONS  FOR  CONSTRUCTION  OF  TRANSPORATION 
FACILITIES. 

Interstate  26  is  a man-made  restraint  influencing  trans- 
portation FACILITIES  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY.  TRAVERSING  THE 
COUNTY  NORTHWEST  TO  SOUTHEAST  FOR  SOME  13  MILES,  THE  INTER- 
STATE OFFERS  A MEANS  OF  TRAVELING  THROUGH  HENDERSON  COUNTY 
WITH  EASE  AND  RELATIVELY  HIGH  SPEED.  It  OFFERS  THE  LOCAL 
CITIZEN  AN  ALTERNATIVE  FOR  TRAVELING  TO  LARGER  CITIES  SUCH 

as  Asheville  or  Greenville,  but  does  little  to  alleviate 

LOCAL  TRANSPORTATION  PROBLEMS. 

Interstate  26  virtually  divides  the  county  in  half  with 

ONLY  U.S.  64  AND  U.S.  25  AS  MAJOR  CONNECTING  ROADS  TO  THE  TWO 
HALVES.  TO  CONSTRUCT  ADDITIONAL  ROADS  EITHER  OVER  OR  UNDER 
1-26  WOULD  BE  COSTLY  AND  TIME  CONSUMING.  MANY  STATE  SECONDARY 
ROADS  CONNECT  THE  TWO  HALVES,  BUT  MAY  AT  SOME  TIME  REQUIRE 
WIDENING  TO  SERVE  THE  EXPECTED  POPULATION  GROWTH  IN  HENDER- 

son  County. 

Urban  areas  such  as  Hendersonville  influence  the  trans- 
portation PATTERN  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  AS  WELL.  FUTURE  TRANS- 
PORTATION PLANS  MUST  CONTEND  WITH  THE  SETTLEMENT  PATTERNS 

around  Hendersonville  and  address  themselves  to  the  problems 
ASSOCIATED  WITH  THEM.  SLOW  MOVEMENT  OF  TRAFFIC  ALONG  64-25- 
191  APPROACHING  HENDERSONVILLE,  THE  INAVAILABILITY  OF  NEW 
ROAD  SYSTEMS  TO  EFFECTIVELY  TRAVERSE  THESE  CONGESTED  AREAS, 
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COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT  ALONG  THESE  MAJOR  HIGHWAYS  WHICH 
DICTATES  LAND  USE  AND  RESTRAINS  TRAFFIC  FLOW,  CAUSING 
MULTIPLE  TRAFFIC  PROBLEMS  IN  THE  HENDERSONV I LLE-FLETCHER 
AREA. 

Population  growth  in  Henderson  County  is  another  factor 

IN  TRANSPORTATION  PLANNING.  THE  ABILITY  OF  MOST  FAMILIES 
TO  OWN  1,  2 OR  EVEN  3 CARS  HAS  CREATED  TRANSPORTATION  PROB- 
LEMS UNFORSEEN  10  YEARS  AGO. 

Vehicle  registration  in  Henderson  County  has  increased 
from  19,058  in  1963  to  33,137  in  1973.  A 73.8 % increase  in 
10  years.  Roads  built  in  the  AO's,  50's  and  60's  are  ex- 
pected TO  HANDLE  VEHICLE  TRAFFIC  OF  THE  1970's.  THIS  PRE- 
SENTS PROBLEMS  RELATED  TO  TRAFFIC  FLOW  AND  REINFORCES  THE 
NEED  FOR  MORE  LOCAL  HIGHWAY  IMPROVEMENT  AND  NEW  ROADS.  In 
1970,  86%  OF  THE  HOUSEHOLDS  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  OWNED  1 OR 
MORE  AUTOMOBILES,  WITH  36%  OWNING  2 OR  MORE. 

Areas  of  large  residential  development  and  high  family 

INCOME  WILL  FEEL  THE  NEED  FOR  MORE  ADEQUATE  TRANSPORTATION 
FACILITIES  THAN  LESSER  DEVELOPED  AREAS.  THE  CONCENTRATION 
OF  AUTOS  IN  CERTAIN  AREAS  WILL  EXERT  MORE  PRESSURE  FOR  IM- 
PROVED HIGHWAY  SYSTEMS  IF  NOT  NEW  ONES.  MlLLS  RlVER  TOWN- 
SHIP WITH  10%  OF  THE  COUNTY  POPULATION,  CONTAINS  THE  PlSGAH 

National  Forest  lands;  Blue  Ridge  Township  with  7%  of  the 

POPULATION  HAS  A MOUNTAINOUS,  DEEPLY  SLOPING  LAND.  HENDER- 
SONVILLE Township  with  59%  of  the  population  experiences  all 

THE  PROBLEMS  OF  URBAN  CONGESTION  AND  OVER-LOADED,  INADEQUATE 
TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEMS.  HOOPER'S  CREEK  TOWNSHIP  WITH  9%  OF 
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TABLE  23 

VEHICLE  REGISTRATION  IN  REGION  B BY  COUNTIES 


County 

1963 

1968 

1973 

1 Change 

1968-1973 

1 Change 

1963-1973 

Buncombe 

58,052 

75,400 

94,833 

25.8 

63. A 

Henderson 

19,058 

25,000 

33,137 

32.5 

73.8 

Madison 

5,788 

7,200 

8,813 

22.4 

52.2 

Transylvania 

7,173 

9,800 

12,798 

30.6 

78. A 

Region  B 

90,071 

117,400 

149,581 

27. A 

66.1 

Source:  U,  S. 

Census, 

1970 

TABLE  2A 

AUTOMOBILE  OWNERSHIP  BY  HOUSEHOLD 

IN  REGION  B,  1970 

County 

% OF  % OF 

# of  Households  with  Households  with 

Households  1 or  more  autos  2 or  more  autos 

Buncombe 

A7,2A8 

82.2 

35.9 

Henderson 

1A, 195 

86.1 

36.8 

Madison 

A,  960 

75.0 

26.5 

Transylvania 

5,906 

88.0 

A3. 9 

Region  B 

72,309 

82.0 

36.2 

Source:  U.  S. 

Census, 

1970 

87 


TABLE  25 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  VEHICLE  OWNERSHIP  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY 


Townships 

Number  of 
Households 
WITH  2 OR 
MORE  AUTOS 

7o  of  Total 

County 

Households 

Families 
with  in- 
comes 

MORE  THAN 
$10,000 

% of  Total 
Families 

WITH  IN- 
COMES MORE 

THAN  $10,000 

Blue  Ridge 

393 

2.8 

178 

1.3 

Clear  Creek 

188 

1.3 

110 

.8 

Crab  Creek 

m 

1.0 

40 

,28 

Edneyville 

204 

1.4 

106 

.8 

Green  River 

241 

1.7 

136 

.9 

Hendersonville 

3,149 

22.2 

2,403 

16.9 

Hoopers  Creek 

298 

2.0 

67 

.47 

Mills  River 

613 

4.3 

335 

2.3 

Henderson  County 

5,230 

(36,8)* 

3,375 

(23.8)* 

Source:  U.  S.  Census,  1970 

^Percentages  in  parenthesis  are  percent  of  Regional  totals, 
WHICH  ARE  26,159  FOR  HOUSEHOLDS  WITH  2 OR  MORE  AUTOS  AND 
18,676  FOR  FAMILIES  WITH  INCOMES  MORE  THAN  $10,000. 


THE  POPULATION  HAS  URBAN  CONGESTION  AND  STRIP  DEVELOPMENT 
OCCURRING  IN  THE  FLETCHER  AREA  ON  U.S.  25  ALONG  WITH  I~26 
LOCATED  TO  THE  WEST,  CANE  CREEK  INDUSTRIAL  PARK,  LOCATED 

in  Hooper's  Creek,  will  certainly  create  traffic  problems  in 

THAT  AREA  THAT  WILL  EXERT  PRESSURE  FOR  MUCH  NEEDED  NEW  FACILI- 
TIES AND  IMPROVEMENTS  TO  EXISTING  FACILITIES,  UNCONTROLLED 
GROWTH  ALONG  U.S,  25  FROM  THE  BUNCOMBE-HENDERSON  COUNTY  LINE 
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HAS  AND  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  PLACE  UNNECESSARY  BURDENS  ON  THE 
TRANSPORTATION  SYSTEM,  UNCONTROLLED  COMMERCIAL  AND  IN- 
DUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT  ALONG  U.S,  25  HAS  OUTGROWN  HIGHWAY 
ABILITY  TO  HANDLE  THE  TRAFFIC  BETWEEN  ASHEVILLE  AND  HENDER- 
SONVILLE. There  seems  to  be  no  relief  in  sight  with  new  in- 
dustrial DEVELOPMENT  OCCURRING  IN  THAT  AREA, 

Existing  Transportation  Faciliti.es. 

Several  elements  of  the  Road  system  in  Henderson  County 

WILL  BE  SURVEYED,  THESE  INCLUDE  TRAFFIC  COUNTS  (AADT),  PAVE- 
MENT WIDTH,  COMMUTING  PATTERNS  AND  THE  STATE  FUNCTIONAL  CLASSI- 
FICATION SYSTEM. 

Annual  Average  Daily  Traffic  Flow  (AADT)  is  the  most 

COMMON  MEANS  USED  IN  REPORTING  THE  TRAFFIC  ON  A GIVEN  ROAD  OR 

highway.  Some  highways  in  Henderson  County  with  over  a 5,000 
COUNT  ARE  U.S.  64,  U.S,  176,  U.S.  25,  1-26  and  N.C.  191. 

The  range  in  Henderson  County  on  major  roads  and  highways  is 
FROM  APPROXIMATELY  400  ON  N.C,  9 TO  OVER  20,500  ON  U.S.  25, 

The  information  gathered  on  the  AADT  is  used  by  the  De- 
partment of  Transportation  to  set  priorities  concerning 

PAVING,  WIDENING  OR  OTHER  TYPES  OF  IMPROVEMENTS  NEEDED  IN 
ORDER  THAT  THE  ROADS  CAN  ADEQUATELY  HANDLE  INCREASED  TRAFFIC. 

Eu.nctio.ml. -Class  lllcat  lm  ..S.ystem 

In  1964  the  United  States  Department  of  Transportation 

BEGAN  A PROGRAM  OF  CLASSIFICATION  OF  ALL  THE  NATION'S  PUBLIC 
ROADS  AND  STREETS  ACCORDING  TO  THEIR  FUNCTION,  The  N.  C. 
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Department  of  Transportation  has  adopted  this  system  for 

THEIR  OWN  ROADWAY  NETWORK. 

The  State's  functional  classification  of  roads  is 

SEPARATED  INTO  THE  FOLLOWING  CATEGORIES: 

1.  Principal  Aretrials  - These  highways  provide  the  pri- 
mary CONNECTION  BETWEEN  MAJOR  CITIES  OF  OVER  10,000 
POPULATION  AND  OTHER  MAJOR  TRAFFIC  DESTINATIONS.  AV- 
ERAGE TRIP  LENGTHS  ARE  LONG;  CONSEQUENTLY,  THE 
EMPHASIS  IS  ON  SPEED  AND  MOBILITY  RATHER  THAN  LAND 
ACCESS.  INTER-STATE  HIGHWAYS  ARE  THE  PRIME  EXAMPLE 

OF  PRINCIPAL  ARTERIALS.  IDEALLY,  ALL  ARTERIALS  SHOULD 
HAVE  THE  FEATURES  OF  THE  INTERSTATE  SYSTEM,  BUT  THIS 
IS  NOT  PRACTICAL  FROM  AN  ECONOMIC  STANDPOINT. 

2.  Minor  Arterials  - These  highways  supplement  the  princi- 
pal PROVIDING  SERVICE  TO  ALL  OTHER  CITIES  OF  MORE  THAN 

1000  population.  Generally,  trips  are  fewer  and  short- 
er IN  LENGTH  THAN  FOR  MAJOR  ARTERIALS.  MAJOR  COUNTY-TO 
COUNTY  MOVEMENTS  NOT  SERVED  BY  PRINCIPAL  ARTERIALS  ARE 
SERVED  BY  MINOR  ARTERIALS.  THE  EMPHASIS  IS  STILL  ON 
TRAFFIC  MOBILITY,  BUT  THE  LOWER  TRAFFIC  VOLUMES  DO  ALLOW 
SOME  LAND  ACCESS.  NORMALLY,  TWO  TRAFFIC  LANES  ARE  ADE- 
QUATE, BUT  SOME  FOUR-LANING  IS  NEEDED  IN  OR  NEAR  CITIES. 

3.  Collectors  - These  highways  serve  the  major  trip  move- 
ments WITHIN  A SINGLE  COUNTY  AND,  IN  SOME  CASES,  BETWEEN 
ADJACENT  COUNTIES.  AVERAGE  TRIP  LENGTHS  ARE  MUCH  SHORTER 
THAN  THOSE  ON  ARTERIAL  HIGHWAYS.  EMPHASIS  FOR  THIS  SYS- 
TEM IS  ON  SAFE  TRAFFIC  OPERATION  RATHER  THAN  SPEED. 

These  routes  include  those  U.S.  and  N.C.  numbered  routes 

WHICH  ARE  NOT  DESIGNATED  ARTERIALS  AND  MOST  MAJOR  SECOND- 
ARY ROADS. 

The  improvements  needed  for  this  system  are  minor  com- 
pared TO  ARTERIAL  ROUTES.  THE  TWO  TYPES  OF  COLLECTORS 
ARE: 

a.  Major  Collector  Roads  - These  routes  should: 

IT PROVIDE  SERVICES  TO  ANY  COUNTY  SEAT  NOT  ON  AN 

ARTERIAL  ROUTE,  TO  THE  LARGER  TOWNS  NOT  DIRECTLY 
SERVED  BY  THE  HIGHER  CLASSIFICATIONS;  AND  TO 
OTHER  TRAFFIC  GENERATORS  OF  EQUIVALENT  INTRA- 
COUNTY IMPORTANCE,  SUCH  AS  CONSOLIDATED  SCHOOLS, 
SHIPPING  POINTS,  COUNTY  PARKS,  IMPORTANT  MINING 
AND  AGRICULTURAL  AREAS,  ETC.; 

2)  LINK  THESE  PLACES  WITH  NEARBY  LARGER  TOWNS  OR 

CITIES,  OR  WITH  ROUTES  OF  HIGHER  CLASSIFICATION; 
AND 
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3)  SERVE  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  INTRA-COUNTY  TRAVEL 
CORRIDORS, 

b.  Minor  Collector  Roads  - These  routes  should: 

1)  BE  SPACED  AT  INTERVALS,  CONSISTENT  WITH  POPU- 
LATION DENSITY,  TO  COLLECT  TRAFFIC  FROM  LOCAL 
ROADS  AND  BRING  ALL  DEVELOPED  AREAS  WITHIN 

A REASONABLE  DISTANCE  OF  A COLLECTOR  ROAD: 

2)  PROVIDE  SERVICE  TO  THE  REMAINING  SMALLER  COM- 
MUNITIES; AND 

3)  LINK  THE  LOCALLY  IMPORTANT  TRAFFIC  GENERATORS 
WITH  THE  RURAL  AREAS. 

A,  Locals  - These  are  the  remaining  roads  in  rural  and  ur- 
ban AREAS  WHOSE  FUNCTION  IS  TO  PROVIDE  ACCESS  TO  THE  ABUT- 
TING land.  These  facilities  deliver  traffic  to  collectors 

OR  DISPURSE  TRAFFIC  AWAY  FROM  ROADS  POSSESSING  A HIGHER 
CLASSIFICATION. 

5.  Urban  Thoroughfares  - This  classification  is  composed  of 

A BASIC  SYSTEM  OF  STREETS  WITHIN  AN  URBAN  AREA  THAT 
MOVE  TRAFFIC.  THE  RESPONSIBILITY  FOR  PROVIDING  FOR 
THE  NECESSARY  IMPROVEMENTS  IS  SHARED  BY  THE  STATE 
AND  THE  CITIES,  WITH  THE  STATE  ASSUMING  A PERCENTAGE  OF 
THE  COSTS  ON  THE  MORE  IMPORTANT  ONES. 

Henderson  County's  functional  classified  roads  total 
752  miles.  Of  this  total  mileage,  7%  is  interstate,  or 

ARTERIAL  ROADS,  AND  21%  IS  MAJOR  OR  MINOR  COLLECTORS.  1-26 
IS  THE  ONLY  INTERSTATE  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  THE  ONLY  PRINCI- 
PAL ARTERIAL  IN  THE  COUNTY  IS  U.S.  25.  LESSER  ARTERIALS 
include  U.S.  6 A,  U.S.  7 A and  N.C.  280.  Major  collectors 
include  U.S.  176,  N.C.  9,  N.C.  191,  S.R,  1127  (Kanuga  Road), 
S.R.  1106  (Green  River  Road)  and  S.R.  1565  (Terry's  Gap  Road). 
Table  26  shows  the  functionally  classified  roads  in  Hender- 
son County  by  category. 


Commuting.  Patterns  in._Hende.rson.  C.ouniy 

According  to  the  Employment  Security  Commission  of  North 
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FUNCTIONALLY  CLASSIFIED  ROADS  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  BY  CATEGORY 
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Carolina,  the  greatest  influences  on  community  patterns  in 
North  Carolina  are  the  highway  systems  and  industrial 

DEVELOPMENT  ALONG  WITH  THE  INCREASED  USE  OF  THE  AUTOMOBILE. 

The  Commission  also  feels  that  the  major  metropolitan  areas 

WILL  CONTINUE  TO  DRAW  WORKERS  BY  OFFERING  HIGHER  SALARIES 
AND  CONTINUALLY  IMPROVING  HIGHWAYS,  MAKING  COMMUTING  MORE 
FEASIBLE  IN  SPITE  OF  FUEL  SHORTAGE.  THE  CONTINUING  TRANSITION 

of  North  Carolina  from  an  agrarian  economy  to  an  industrial 

ONE  HAS  FACILITATED  THE  TREND  TOWARD  COMMUTING.  THE  GRADUAL 
DISAPPEARANCE  OF  SMALL  FARMS  HAS  INCREASED  TRAVEL  TO  THE  CITY 
FOR  JOBS  BY  RURAL  RESIDENTS.  SUBURBAN  SPRAWL  HAS  ALSO  RE- 
SULTED IN  LONGER-D I STANCE  COMMUTING. 

There  are  2 categories  of  employment  trips  in  the  area. 
The  first  category  is  employment  home-to-work  trip  origins 
(Table  27).  This  category  gives  the  place  of  origin  (home) 

FROM  WHICH  THE  WORK  FORCE  COMMUTES.  ABOUT  98%  OF  HENDERSON 

County's  work  force  originated  within  the  County.  Only  3% 

OF  THE  TOTAL  WORK  FORCE  CAME  FROM  THE  OTHER  3 COUNTIES  OF 

Region  B with  1.3%  coming  into  Henderson  County  to  work  from 

COUNTIES  OUTSIDE  THE  REGION  B AREA. 

The  second  category  of  commuting  trips  is  employment 

HOME-TO-WORK  TRIP  DESTINATION,  WHICH  DESCRIBES  THE  DESTI- 
NATION OF  EMPLOYED  PERSONS  RESIDING  WITHIN  EACH  COUNTY  IN 

Region  B who  work  within  or  outside  the  Region  B area.  (See 
Table  28) . 

In  Henderson  County,  83%  of  the  work  force  commuted 
within  the  County  to  work,  13%  went  to  one  of  the  other 
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TABLE  27 

EMPLOYMENT  HOME-TO-WORK  TRIP  ORIGINS 
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Source:  North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission,  North  Carolina  Commuting 
Patterns , March  19/4 


3 counties  in  Region  B,  and  about  2.5%  commuted  out  of 

THE  REGION.  THE  MOST  SIGNIFICANT  INTRA-REGIONAL  COMMUTING 
PATTERNS  ARE  FROM  HENDERSON  COUNTY  TO  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY  AND 

Henderson  County  to  Transylvania  County.  In-commuting 
OCCURS  FROM  POLK  COUNTY  TO  HENDERSON  COUNTY.  OUT-COMMUTING 
ALSO  OCCURRED  FROM  HENDERSON  TO  GREENVILLE  COUNTY,  SOUTH 

Carolina. 

Major  influences  of  employee  commuting  patterns  are 

INDUSTRIES  WITHIN  THE  AREA.  OTHER  INFLUENCES  OF  COMMUTING 
PATTERNS  ARE  LARGE  COMMERCIAL  AND  ADMINISTRATION  CENTERS 

such  as  Asheville  and  Greenville,  South  Carolina. 

Henderson  County  has  several  industries  that  attract 

EMPLOYEES  FROM  OTHER  AREAS,  GENERAL  ELECTRIC  BEING  THE  MAJOR 

one.  However,  industries  in  Henderson  County  did  not  supply 

ENOUGH  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  THE  COUNTY ' S WORK  FORCE  BECAUSE  THE 
COUNTY  LOST  3,002  WORKERS  WHO  COMMUTED  OUT  OF  THE  COUNTY  TO 
WORK  IN  1970  AS  COMPARED  TO  2,034  WHO  COMMUTED  INTO  THE 
county.  (See  Table  29) 

Traffic  Generators  Within  Henderson  County 

Major  traffic  generators  in  Henderson  County  are  the 
Central  Business  District  of  Hendersonville;  commercial 

BUSINESS  ALONG  U.S.  64  EAST  OF  HENDERSONVILLE;  MARGARET  R. 

Pardee  Memorial  Hospital,  Mountain  Sanitarium  and  Hospital, 
Valley  Clinic  and  Hospital  in  Bat  Cave;  Blue  Ridge  Technical 
Institute;  city  and  county  governmental  facilities;  Hender- 
sonville and  Henderson  County  school  system;  industries;  and 
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TABLE  29 

COMMUTING  PATTERNS  IN  REGION  B:  1960-1970 
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RECREATIONAL  SITES  SUCH  AS  l_AKE  SUMMIT  NEAR  TUXEDO. 

Accident  Characteristics 

Accidents  numbering  3 or  more  near  intersections  in 
Henderson  County  were  concentrated  along  U.S.  176  approach- 
ing Hendersonville.  Also  major  routes  experiencing  3 or 
MORE  ACCIDENTS  AT  INTERSECTIONS  IN  1973  WERE  ALONG  U.S.  25 
AND  U.S.  6A, 

Airports 

Henderson  County  is  served  by  the  only  major  airport 
in  Western  North  Carolina,  the  Asheville  Municipal  Airport. 

The  Asheville  Airport  was  used  by  nearly  150,000  passengers 
WHO  BOARDED  ALMOST  700  FLIGHTS  IN  1973.  THE  AIRPORT  SAW 
NEARLY  A 50%  GROWTH  RATE  IN  PASSENGERS  OVER  THE  6 YEAR 

period  of  1967-1973.  The  airport  is  currently  served  by 
Delta,  Piedmont  and  United  Airlines.  Hendersonville-Winkler 
Airport  is  one  of  the  more  active  general  aviation  airports 
in  North  Carolina.  In  1973  it  had  a total  of  3A  based  air- 
craft AND  DURING  THAT  SAME  TIME  PERIOD  IT  HAD  A TOTAL  OF 
22,000  LOCAL  OPERATIONS.  A SMALL,  PRIVATELY-OWNED  AIRPORT 
ALSO  OPERATES  NEAR  THE  INTERSECTION  OF  280  AND  191  IN  MILLS 
River . 

Railroads 

Henderson  County  is  served  by  only  one  railroad.  Southern 
Railway  Company,  which  connects  the  County  with  all  of  North 
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Carolina  and  surrounding  states.  Southern  Railway  offers 

LIMITED  FREIGHT  AND  PASSENGER  SERVICE  TO  THE  HENDERSON 

County  area.  Passenger  trains  leave  Asheville  going  to 
Salisbury  3 times  a week  and  connect  with  Amtrack  at  Salisbury. 

In  Henderson  County  the  Southern  Railway  lines  run  east- 
west,  PARALLELING  U.S.  74  TO  THE  TRANSYLVANIA  COUNTY  LINE,  AND 
NORTH-SOUTH  THROUGH  HENDERSONVILLE,  PARALLELING  U.S.  25  NORTH 

to  Buncombe  County  and  176  south  to  Tryon,  North  Carolina,  in 
Polk  County. 

Bus.  Service 

Henderson  County  is  served  by  2 major  bus  lines.  Grey- 
hound and  Continental  Trailways.  Greyhound  has  scheduled 
stops  in  Hendersonville  and  Fletcher,  with  Trailways  having 

SCHEDULED  STOPS  ONLY  AT  THE  HENDERSONVILLE  STATION. 

Motor  Trucking  Lines 

Henderson  County  is  served  by  several  Motor  Trucking 
Lines.  They  are  C.T.  & W.N.C.,  McLean,  Ryder  Truck  Lines 
(Great  Southern  Division),  Overnite,  Central  Motor  Lines, 

Blue  Ridge,  Pilot,  Mason  & Dixon,  Associated  Transport,  John- 
son Motor  Lines,  Silver  Fleet,  Fredrickson,  Akers  Motors, 
Carolina  Freight  Lines,  Youngblood  Trucking  Lines,  Hennis 
Freight  Lines,  Inc.,  Thurston  Motor  Lines  and  White. 

Existing  and  Anticipated  Transportation  Deficiencies. 

Average  daily  traffic  flow  is  an  important  criteria  in 
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JUDGING  WHETHER  A HIGHWAY  IS  MEETING  DAILY  DEMANDS.  It  IS 
RECOMMENDED  THAT  2 LANE  HIGHWAYS  WHICH  CARRY  A TRAFFIC  VOL- 
UME OF  5,000  VEHICLES  PER  DAY  OR  MORE  BE  CONSIDERED  FOR  3 OR 
4 LANE  STATUS;  AND  ON  HIGHWAYS  WITH  VOLUMES  OF  8,000  OR  MORE 
VEHICLES  PER  DAY,  A 4 LANE  FACILITY  SHOULD  BE  REQUIRED. 

Four-lane  facilities  that  are  non-expressway  type 

FACILITIES  BEGIN  TO  BE  JUSTIFIED  FOR  UPGRADING  TO  AN  EXPRESS- 
WAY STATUS  (A  DIVIDED  ARTERIAL  HIGHWAY  WITH  FULL  OR  PARTIAL 
CONTROL  OF  ACCESS)  WHEN  TRAFFIC  VOLUMES  EXCEED  18,000  AND  ARE 
DEEMED  NECESSARY  WHEN  VOLUMES  EXCEED  28,000, 

Pavement.  Widths. 

Another  major  type  of  deficiency  is  12  feet  per  lane  or 

24  FEET  FOR  TWO  LANE  ROADS,  MANY  ROADS  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY 
HAVE  PAVEMENT  WIDTHS  OF  LESS  THAN  24  FEET, 

Average  Daily  Traffic  Flow  and  pavement  width  deficien- 
cies for  Henderson  County  are  shown  in  tables  30  and  31. 

Recommended.  Highway.  Improvements 

The  following  text  gives  a description  of  recommended 

HIGHWAY  IMPROVEMENTS  FOR  HENDERSON  COUNTY  AS  OUTLINED  BY 

the  Major  Thoroughfare  Plan,  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council. 

Widening  to  a 4 lane  facility  from  the 

NORTHERN  CITY  LIMITS  OF  HENDERSONVILLE 

in  Henderson  County  to  the  Buncombe  County 
line, 

U.S,  64:  Widening  of  the  road  to  a 24  foot  facility 


U.S.  25: 
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TABLE  30 

PAVEMENT  WIDTH  DEFICIENCIES 
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TABLE  31 

PRESENT  AND  PROJECTED  ADT  DEFICIENCIES 
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FROM  THE  WESTERN  SECTION  OF  HENDERSONVILLE 
TO  THE  COMMUNITY  OF  HORSE  SHOE  . 

N.C.  191:  Upgrade  to  a 24  foot  facility  from  Hender- 
sonville TO  THE  JUNCTION  OF  N.C.  280. 

1-26  - U.S.  25  Connector:  Upgrade  to  a 4 lane  facility. 


Priority  II 

S.R.  1127  (Kanuga  - Crab  Creek  Rd.):  Upgrade  road 
in  Henderson  County  to  a 22  or  24  foot 

WIDTH  FROM  WESTERN  CITY  LIMITS  OF  HENDER- 
SONVILLE to  the  Transylvania  County  line. 

N.C.  191-280:  Widen  highway  to  a 24  foot  facility 
in  Henderson  County  from  the  junction  of 
N.C.  191-280  to  the  Henderson  County  line. 

U.S.  64:  Widen  highway  to  a 24  foot  facility  in 

Henderson  County  from  the  junction  of  U.S. 

74  AND  N.C.  9 TO  THE  COMMUNITY  OF  EDNEYVILLE, 

A COMPLETE  PRIORITY  LISTING  CAN  BE  FOUND  IN  THE  MAJOR 

Thoroughfare  Plan,  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council. 


Scheduled  Highway  Projects 

The  following  are  highway  projects  that  are  in  the 
State's  present  Highway  Improvement  Program  for  Henderson 
County  for  the  period  1974-1981. 

U.S.  25:  Upgrading  of  4.5  miles  between  secondary 
ROAD  1101  AND  ZlRCONIA.  THIS  WILL  CONSIST 
OF  A 4 LANE  FREEWAY  ON  NEW  LOCATION. 

U.S.  176:  Upgrading  of  4.6  miles  between  Henderson- 
ville AND  U.S.  25  - 1-26  CONNECTOR.  It  IS 
PROPOSED  TO  WIDEN  U.S.  176  TO  A MULTI-LANE 
SECTION  (5  LANE  CURB  AND  GUTTER  ROADWAY). 

N.C.  280  - 1-26:  Construction  of  new  4 lane  facility 
FROM  191-280  INTERSECTION  TO  INTERCHANBE  ON 
1-26  near  Asheville  Airport. 
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The  establishment  of  some  form  of  mass  transit  (bus 
service)  should  be  established  to  serve  the  citizens,  es- 
pecially THE  LOW-INCOME  RURAL  FAMILIES  OF  HENDERSON  COUNTY, 
To  SERVE  THE  CITIZENS  THROUGH  SOME  FORM  OF  MASS  TRANSIT 
WOULD  HELP  ALLEVIATE  THE  TRAFFIC  CONGESTION  IN  AREAS  IN  AND 
AROUND  THE  ClTY  OF  HENDERSONVILLE. 

The  cost  to  the  user  should  be  kept  to  a minimum  in 

ORDER  TO  ATTRACT  NEEDED  USERS,  THIS  WOULD  REQUIRE  LARGE 
SUBSIDIES  FROM  LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS  AND  STATE  AND  FEDERAL 
AGENCIES  INVOLVED  IN  MASS  TRANSIT. 

SQJiR£E: 

Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council,  Major  Thoroughfare  Plan, 

June,  1975. 

North  .Carolina  Highway  Improvement.  Prqgram_I9Z6zI9B3,  North 
Carolina  Department  of  Transportation,  Division  of 
Highways,  October,  1976. 
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CHAPTER  6 

WATER  AND  WASTEWATER 


General 

According  to  the  National  Association  of  Counties  Re- 
search Foundation  in  Washington  D.  C.,  within  the  next  twenty 

YEARS  THE  UNITED  STATES'  WATER  USE  WILL  BE  DOUBLED,  BUT  THE 
AMOUNT  OF  WATER  AVAILABLE  FOR  OUR  USE  WILL  INCREASE  ONLY 

slightly.  According  to  their  research,  water  is  fast  becoming 

A VANISHING  RESOURCE.  ONE  CONCLUSION  DRAWN  FROM  THIS  RESEARCH 
IS  THAT  BY  THE  YEAR  2000  SOME  PARTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WILL 
HAVE  TO  REUSE  WATER.  THIS  MEANS  THAT  EACH  UNIT  OF  LOCAL  GOVERN- 
MENT AND  INDUSTRY  WILL  HAVE  TO  TREAT  ITS  WASTEWATER  SO  IT  CAN 
BE  REUSED.  It  IS  BECOMING  CLEAR  IN  SOME  SECTIONS  OF  THE  UNITED 

States  that  we  can  no  longer  afford  to  use  water  unwisely  and 

WASTEFULLY,  PARTICULARLY  FOR  THE  INDISCRIMINATE  AND  THOUGHT- 
LESS DISPOSAL  OF  WASTES.  We  CAN  NO  LONGER  AFFORD  THE  LUXURY 
OF  HAVING  OUR  VALUABLE  WATER  SUPPLY  MADE  USELESS  BY  POLLUTION. 

The  Public  Health  Service  states  that  "polluted  water  is  nearly 

AS  BAD  AS  NO  WATER  AT  ALL,  AND  IN  SOME  CASES  IT  IS  WORSE." 

Whether  we  can  believe  the  current  research  and  data 

COMING  FROM  VARIOUS  ORGANIZATIONS  IS  A MATTER  OF  PERSONAL 

opinion.  Henderson  County  compared  to  other  counties  in  the 
United  States  and  even  in  North  Carolina,  appears  to  be  in 

A VERY  GOOD  POSITION  AS  FAR  AS  WATER  SUPPLY  AND  QUALITY 
ARE  CONCERNED.  WHEN  WE  CONSIDER  THE  CURRENT  WATER  SUPPLY 
AVAILABLE  TO  US  AND  THE  QUALITY  OF  THAT  WATER,  HENDERSON 
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County  is  indeed  fortunate,  This  chapter  will  discuss 

PRESENT  WATER  SUPPLY  FACILITIES  AND  FUTURE  PROJECTS  FOR 
WATER  DISTRIBUTION  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY. 

The  major  water  system  in  Henderson  County  is  owned 

AND  OPERATED  BY  THE  ClTY  OF  HENDERSONVILLE.  THE  HENDERSON- 
VILLE Water  Department  supplies  water  to  the  Town  of  Laurel 
Park,  and  to  the  communities  of  Mountain  Home,  Flat  Rock, 

East  Flat  Rock  and  the  Town  of  Saluda  in  Polk  County.  The 

COMMUNITIES  OF  ETOWAH  AND  TUXEDO  HAVE  THEIR  OWN  SMALL  PUBLIC 
WATER  SUPPLY  SYSTEMS.  THE  ClTY  OF  ASHEVILLE  HAS  SUPPLIED 
WATER  TO  THE  COMMUNITY  OF  FLETCHER  SINCE  1964  IN  THE  NORTHERN 
SECTION  OF  THE  COUNTY.  THEY  ARE  NOW  MAKING  PLANS  TO  TURN  OVER 
THEIR  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM  TO  THE  HENDERSONVILLE  WATER  DEPART- 
MENT UPON  COMPLETION  OF  THE  NEW  WATER  MAIN  ALONG  U.  S.  25.  In 
ADDITION  TO  THESE  SYSTEMS,  THE  COUNTY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  REPORTS 
THAT  THERE  ARE  ADDITIONAL  PRIVATELY  OWNED  WATER  SYSTEMS  SERVING 
NUMEROUS  SUBDIVISIONS  AND  MOBILE  HOME  PARKS  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

Water  Sources 

The  City  of  Hendersonville  obtains  water  from  (1)  Bradley 
Creek  and  the  headwaters  of  North  Mills  River  located  in  Pisgah 
National  Forest  and  (2)  from  the  Mills  River  by  means  of  a 

RAW  WATER  INTAKE  LOCATED  DOWNSTREAM  FROM  THE  MILLS  RlVER  BRIDGE 

on  N.  C.  Route  191.  Water  from  the  Pisgah  National  Forest 

WATERSHED  UNDERGOES  SEDIMENTATION  AND  CHLORINATION,  WHILE 
WATER  OBTAINED  FROM  THE  MlLLS  RlVER  IS  FILTERED  IN  THE 
CONVENTIONAL  MANNER.  WATER  FROM  THE  PlSGAH  FOREST  WATERSHED 
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IS  TRANSMITTED  APPROXIMATELY  17  MILES  TO  2 DISTRIBUTION 
RESERVOIRS  ON  EWART  HlLL.  FROM  THE  INTAKE  ON  BRADLEY  CREEK, 
THE  WATER  IS  TRANSMITTED  THROUGH  A 20-INCH  CAST  IRON  PIPE  TO 
A POINT  ABOUT  9 MILES  FROM  HENDERSONVILLE  WHERE  IT  JOINS  WATER 
COMING  THROUGH  A 16-INCH  CAST  IRON  PIPE  FROM  THE  NORTH  MILLS 
River  intake.  Water  flows  by  gravity  to  a booster  pump 
station  on  Campground  Road  where  it  is  then  pumped  to  the 

RESERVOIRS  FOR  STORAGE.  MAXIMUM  DELIVERY  TO  THE  DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM  IS  6.9  MILLION  GALLONS  PER  DAY  (MGD) . 


The  Hendersonville  water  system  serves  approximately 
28,000  RESIDENTS  THROUGH  SOME  7,500  SERVICE  CONNECTIONS.  THE 
AVERAGE  DAILY  AMOUNT  OF  WATER  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM  IS  4.9  MILLION  GALLONS  PER  DAY.  THE  GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
PLANT  LOCATED  IN  EAST  FLAT  ROCK  AND  THE  BERKELY  MlLLS  PLANT 

in  Balfour  together  use  approximately  30%  of  the  system's 

OUTPUT. 

The  Hendersonville  water  system,  according  to  current 

ENGINEERING  REPORTS  IS  ADEQUATE  FOR  ITS  PRESENT  NEEDS  AND  HAS 
PLANS  UNDERWAY  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  EXPECTED  FUTURE  GROWTH.  PLANS 
INCLUDE  EXPANDING  THE  PRESENT  FILTRATION  PLANT  TO  A 12  MGD 
CAPACITY  BY  1979,  AT  WHICH  TIME  ALL  WATER  DELIVERED  TO  THE 
SYSTEM  WILL  HAVE  RECEIVED  COMPLETE  FILTRATION. 

Etowah 

The  community  of  Etowah  located  9 miles  west  of 
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Hendersonville  on  U.S.  64,  is  served  by  a water  system  owned 

AND  OPERATED  BY  THE  ETOWAH  WATER  ASSOCIATION,  THE  SOURCE  OF 

the  Etowah  water  system  is  3 wells,  each  with  a pumping  capac- 
ity OF  45  THOUSAND  GALLONS  PER  DAY,  WATER  FROM  THE  WELLS  IS 
CHLORINATED  AND  STORED  IN  A 100,000  GALLON  ELEVATED  TANK. 
Distribution  lines  are  8-inch  and  6-inch  pipe. 

The  Etowah  system  presently  serves  a population  of  about 
600  THROUGH  SOME  215  SERVICE  CONNECTIONS,  THE  AVERAGE  DAILY 
OUTPUT  OF  THE  SYSTEM  IS  38,000  GALLONS, 

TABLE  32 

PROJECTED  WATER  USE  - HENDERSONVILLE 

(Million  Gallons  Per  Day) 


Consumption 

1980 

1985 

192Q 

1995 

2000 

Domestic 

3,738 

4,356 

5,060 

5,809 

6,563 

Industrial 

L356 

2^m 

3JS6 

L683 

4,256 

Total 

6,094 

4,060 

8,256 

9,492 

10,819 

TABLE  33 

PROJECTED  WATER  USE  - ETOWAH 

(Million  Gallons 

Per  Day) 

Consumption  1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

Total  0.074 

0.090 

0.109 

0.125 

0,141 

Current  engineering 

ESTIMATES 

INDICATE 

the  Etowah 

WATER 

SYSTEM  IS  ADEQUATE  FOR  ITS  PRESENT  USE.  THE  SYSTEM  WILL  NEED 
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ADDITIONAL  supply  and  storage  facilities  to  meet  future 
needs,  The  Etowah  Water  Association  recently  applied  for 

FEDERAL  FUNDING  TO  EXPAND  THE  PRESENT  WATER  DISTRIBUTION 
SYSTEM  WITH  THE  ANTICIPATION  OF  SERVING  A LARGER  POPULATION 
BASE  . 

Tuxedo  - Lake  Summit  Area 

The  Tuxedo-Lake  Summit  area  receives  water  from  3 

SEPARATE  SYSTEMS,  THE  TUXEDO,  THE  LAKE  SUMMIT  AND  THE  BELL 

Water  Supply  systems,  and  by  individual  springs  and  wells. 

The  J,  P.  Stevens  Company  owns  and  operates  the  Tuxedo 
Water  Supply  System.  Water  is  obtained  from  a 187  acre 

WATERSHED  LOCATED  NORTH  OF  TUXEDO.  RAW  WATER  STORAGE  CON- 
SISTS OF  A 750,000  GALLON  IMPOUNDMENT.  THE  ONLY  TREATMENT 
GIVEN  THE  WATER  IS  CHLORINATION  AS  IT  LEAVES  THE  IMPOUNDMENT 
AREA  FOR  DISTRIBUTION.  No  INFORMATION  IS  AVAILABLE  ON  THE 
SIZE  OR  EXACT  LOCATION  OF  THE  DISTRIBUTION  FACILITIES.  THE 
DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM  IS  REPORTED  TO  BE  IN  POOR  CONDITION  DUE 
TO  AGE. 

The  Tuxedo  System  serves  the  J.  P.  Stevens  Company  Plant 

AND  APPROXIMATELY  90  RESIDENTS  IN  THE  AREA.  AVERAGE  DAILY 
CONSUMPTION  IS  ABOUT  200,000  GALLONS,  INCLUDING  BOTH  PLANT 
AND  RESIDENCES. 

The  Bell  Water  System  serves  Camp  Mondamin  and  about  A0 

RESIDENTS  IN  TUXEDO.  It  OBTAINS  ITS  WATER  FROM  A TRIBUTARY 

of  the  Green  River  and  from  local  wells.  Treatment  provided 
IS  CHLORINATION  ONLY.  THE  SYSTEM  HAS  A 100,000  GALLON 
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STORAGE  TANK.  No  INFORMATION  IS  AVAILABLE  ON  THE  SIZE  AND 
LOCATION  OF  THE  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM.  It  IS  REPORTED  TO  BE 
LESS  THAN  2 INCHES  IN  DIAMETER  AND  IN  POOR  OVERALL  CON- 
DITION. 

The  Lake  Summit  Water  Supply  System  also  serves  108 

RESIDENTS  IN  THE  AREA  AROUND  THE  LAKE.  ITS  SOURCE  OF  WATER 
IS  FROM  SPRINGS.  It  HAS  5,000  GALLONS  OF  STORAGE  CAPACITY, 


TABLE  34 

PROJECTED  WATER  USE  - TUXEDO  AND  LAKE  SUMMIT  AREA 

(Million  Gallons  Per  Day) 


Consumption 

1980 

1985 

1990 

1995 

2000 

Domestic 

0.147 

0.168 

0.191 

0.229 

0.273 

Industrial 

0.172 

CUM 

turn 

[L2Q0 

0.210 

Total 

0.319 

0.348 

0.381 

0.429 

0.483 

The  present  water  systems  in  the  Lake  Summit-Tuxedo 

AREA  ARE  INADEQUATE  AND  ARE  NOT  CAPABLE  OF  SERVING  THE  POPU- 
LATION IN  THE  AREA  AND  ARE  NOT  CAPABLE  OF  BEING  EXPANDED. 

The  area  has  potential  for  further  growth  and  there  is 

A NEED  FOR  MAJOR  UPGRADING  OF  THE  WATER  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM. 

Future  Expamion MnJktm. 

The  Hendersonville  Water  System  is  adequate  for  present 

NEEDS  ACCORDING  TO  MOST  RECENT  REPORTS.  THE  OFFICIALS  OF  THE 

City  Water  Department,  through  experience  and  sound  planning, 

ALREADY  HAVE  PLANS  UNDER  WAY  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  FUTURE  GROWTH 
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EXPECTED  TO  TAKE  PLACE  IN  AND  AROUND  HENDERSONVILLE.  THE 
PLANS  INCLUDE  EXPANDING  THE  PRESENT  WATER  PURIFICATION  PLANT 

to  a 12  MGD  capacity  by  1979.  The  City  of  Hendersonville 
Water  Department  also  has  under  construction  the  extension 
of  a 16-inch  transmission  line  from  Mountain  Home  to  Fletcher. 
When  completed  this  line  will  serve  the  major  urban  growth 

AREAS  IN  THAT  SECTION  OF  THE  COUNTY.  UPON  COMPLETION  OF 
THE  PROJECT  IT  IS  ANTICIPATED  THAT  THE  FLETCHER  COMMUNITY 
WILL  BE  TRANSFERRED  FROM  THE  ASHEVILLE  WATER  SYSTEM  TO  THE 

Hendersonville  water  system. 

A FUTURE  PROJECT  SHOULD  INCLUDE  THE  SUPPLYING  OF  WATER 

to  Tuxedo-Lake  Summit  from  the  Hendersonville  system.  This 

PROJECT v AS  DESCRIBED  IN  THE  l_AND-OF-SKY  REGIONAL  COUNCIL 

Report,  Water  and  Wastewater  Plan.  Part  Ih  would  call  for 
THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A 10-INCH  TRANSMISSION  LINE  FROM  HeNDER- 
sonville's  existing  12-inch  line  on  U.S.  176  into  Tuxedo  and 
THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A 500,000  GALLON  RESERVOIR  TO  SERVE  THE 
Tuxedo-Lake  Summit  area. 

The  second  priority  project  according  to  the  study, 

SHOULD  BE  THE  COMPLETION  OF  HENDERSONVILLE'S  PLANNED  EXPANSION 
OF  ITS  WATER  PURIFICATION  PLANT  TO  12  MGD  CAPACITY.  A MAJOR 
EXPANSION  OF  THE  SYSTEMS  SERVICE  AREA  IS  ANTICIPATED  TO  FOLLOW 
PLANT  EXPANSION  WITH  THE  EXTENSION  OF  SERVICE  INTO  THE  MILLS 

River  community  and  along  U.S.  64  east  of  Hendersonville  to 
Edneyville.  This  expansion  would  involve  2 projects.  One, 

THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A 1 MILLION  GALLON  RESERVOIR  IN  EDNEY- 
VILLE  FED  BY  A 10-INCH  TRANSMISSION  LINE  ALONG  U.S.  64  FROM 
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Hendersonville,  The  second  project  calls  for  the  construction 

OF  A 2 MILLION  GALLON  RESERVOIR  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  NAPLES, 

FED  BY  A 12-INCH  TRANSMISSION  LINE  FROM  THE  HENDERSONVILLE 
WATER  PURIFICATION  PLANT,  THE  PROPOSED  RESERVOIR  AT  NAPLES 
WOULD  PROVIDE  DISTRIBUTION  SYSTEM  STORAGE  FOR  THE  FLETCHER, 

Mills  River  and  Mountain  Home  areas. 

Etowah  can  meet  its  immediate  growth  needs  by  placing 

ITS  THIRD  WELL  INTO  SERVICE.  THE  PRESENT  PLAN  WOULD  PROVIDE 
A WATER  TRANSMISSION  LINE  FROM  HENDERSONVILLE  TO  ETOWAH  TO 
SERVE  THAT  AREA  SOMETIME  AROUND  1980. 

Additional  proposed  projects  include  the  extension  of 
an  8-inch  transmission  line  to  Fruitland  and  a 10-inch  trans- 
mission line  out  secondary  roads  1804  (Crest  Road)  and  1722 
(Upward  Road)  to  Blue  Ridge  Township.  In  addition,  the  ex- 
pansion OF  A 10- INCH  LINE  OUT  KANUGA  ROAD  IS  PROPOSED  TO  SERVE 
THE  RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT  EXPECTED  TO  OCCUR  IN  THAT  AREA. 

These  staged  water  distribution  improvements  will  pro- 
vide A SOUND  FOUNDATION  FOR  A COUNTY  WATER  SUPPLY  SYSTEM. 

Approximately  65%  of  all  service  connections  are  now  outside 

THE  CITY  LIMITS  OF  HENDERSONVILLE, 

Wastewater  Collection,  and  Treatment 

Henderson  County  wastewater  treatment  facilities  include 
1 MUNICIPAL  SYSTEM,  THE  ClTY  OF  HENDERSONVILLE;  7 INDUSTRIAL 
WASTEWATER  TREATMENT  PLANTS;  4 PRIVATELY  OWNED  PLANTS  SERVING 
COMMERCIAL  FACILITIES  AND  APARTMENT  COMPLEXES;  AND  A FEDERAL 
FACILITY  SERVING  THE  NORTH  MILLS  RlVER  RECREATION  AREA, 
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Except  for  the  residents  of  Hendersonville  and  a portion 
of  the  Town  of  Laurel  Park,  wastewater  treatment  facilities 
in  Henderson  County,  in  residential  areas,  are  limited  to 

INDIVIDUAL  SEPTIC  TANKS  AND  NITRIFICATION  FIELDS. 

Hendersonville 

The  Hendersonville  wastewater  system  serves  approximately 
8,000  PEOPLE  AND  12  INDUSTRIES  THROUGH  ITS  2,750  CONNECTIONS. 
The  Hendersonville  system  also  serves  a portion  of  the  Town 
of  Laurel  Park.  The  sewer  collection  system  lies  almost 

ENTIRELY  WITHIN  THE  CITY  LIMITS  OF  HENDERSONVILLE,  WITH  THE 
EXCEPTION  OF  A LINE  ALONG  U.S.  176  TO  THE  GENERAL  ELECTRIC 
plant  at  East  Flat  Rock. 

The  Hendersonville  wastewater  treatment  plant  provides 

COMPLETE  TREATMENT  FOR  THE  CiTY's  WASTEWATER.  PROJECTED 
WASTEWATER  FLOWS  INDICATE  THE  HENDERSONVILLE  WASTEWATER 
TREATMENT  PLANT  WILL  NEED  EXPANDING  IN  THE  NEAR  FUTURE. 

Private  and  Industrial  Systems 

The  major  industrial  wastewater  treatment  facilities 

ARE  THOSE  FOR  THE  GENERAL  ELECTRIC  COMPANY  AT  EAST  FLAT  ROCK 

and  the  Cranston  Print  Works  in  Fletcher.  The  G.  E.  plant 

DISCHARGES  ALL  ITS  DOMESTIC  WASTE  AND  A PORTION  OF  ITS  IN- 
DUSTRIAL WASTEWATER  TO  THE  HENDERSONVILLE  SYSTEM  FOR  TREAT- 
MENT. 

The  Cranston  Print  Works  has  recently  placed  a contact 

STABILIZATION  PLANT  IN  OPERATION  WHICH  DISCHARGES  INTO  THE 

French  Broad  River. 
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Other  wastewater  treatment  facilities  in  Henderson  County 
INCLUDE  THE  OLD  VIRGINIA  PLANT,  BONCLARKEN  ASSEMBLY,  NORTH 

Mills  River  Recreational  Area,  Ruth  Originals,  Steelcase  and 
Eaton  Corporation  in  the  Cane  Creek  Industrial  Park, 

Carolina  Village  and  King's  Shopping  Center,  Dellwood 
Apartments,  Fletcher  Shopping  Center,  Blue  Star  Camps, 

Kanuga  Conference  Grounds,  Holiday  Inn,  Ramada  Inn,  West  and 
East  Henderson  High  School,  Rugby  Junior  High  and  Hunter 
Chevrolet  also  have  small  wastewater  treatment  plants. 

Source: 

City  of  Hendersonville  Water  Department, 

Cummings  Engineers,  Inc.,  Land-of-Sky  Water  and  Wastfwatfr 
Plan,  Part  II,  July  1975, 
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CHAPTER  7 
FLOOD  CONTROL 

General 

In  view  of  the  many  areas  of  Henderson  County  which  are 

FLOOD-PRONE,  THIS  CHAPTER  WILL  DISCUSS  SOME  FLOODPLAIN  DE- 
VELOPMENT POLICIES  WHICH  WOULD  MINIMIZE  THE  LOSS  OF  PROPERTY, 
CROPS  AND  POSSIBLE  LIFE  IN  THE  EVENT  OF  MAJOR  FLOODS. 

Floods  are  a natural  phenomena  which  occur  when  the 

BANKS  OF  A STREAM  OR  BODY  OF  WATER  ARE  FILLED  BEYOND  THEIR 
CAPACITY,  CAUSING  WATER  TO  OVERFLOW  ON  BORDERING  LANDS. 

Every  stream  subject  to  flooding  has  an  area  called  the  flood- 
plain.  When  a stream  is  flooding  or  "out  of  its  banks"  as 

THEY  SAY,  THE  LAND  KNOWN  AS  THE  FLOODPLAIN  IS  SUBJECT  TO 

FLOODING.  Host  floodplains  are  attractive  for  settlement. 
Except  for  brief  periods  of  flooding,  the  flat,  fertile  lands 

WHICH  BORDER  STREAMS  LEND  THEMSELVES  TO  PROFITABLE  CULTI- 
VATION AND  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT.  THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  FLOODPLAINS 
IS  EVIDENCE  THAT  DAMAGING  FLOODS  ARE  FORGOTTEN  TOO  SOON  AFTER 
THEY  OCCUR.  WHEN  FLOOD  WATERS  INVADE  THE  FLOODPLAIN,  DE- 
VELOPMENTS ARE  SUBJECT  TO  DAMAGE  AND  POSSIBLE  DESTRUCTION. 

Developments,  unlike  livestock,  cannot  be  moved  to  higher 

GROUND  WHEN  FLOODING  IS  IMMINENT. 

The  floodplain  is  a very  important  part  of  the  stream 
itself.  It  is  formed  by  periodic  overflows  which  may  be 

NEEDED  TO  CARRY  THE  WATER  OVERFLOWING  ITS  NATURAL  BANKS. 

The  floodplain  must  be  managed  as  other  valuable  natural 
resources.  The  floodplain  must  be  used  for  those  purposes 
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WHICH  ARE  COMPATIBLE.  If  USED  CORRECTLY,  THE  FLOODPLAIN  CAN 
BECOME  AN  ASSET  RATHER  THAN  A LIABILITY  IN  THE  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

If  a sound  public  policy  toward  floodplain  management 

IS  ADOPTED,  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE  GENERATIONS  CAN  BE  ASSURED 
THAT  THE  GREAT  NATURAL  RESOURCES  LIKE  THE  FRENCH  BROAD  RlVER 
ARE  BEING  USED  FOR  THE  GREATEST  BENEFIT  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF 

Henderson  County. 

History. 

The  French  Broad  River  flows  in  a semicircle  in  western 
North  Carolina  and  eastern  Tennessee.  It  begins  at  Rosman, 
North  Carolina,  and  flows  a distance  of  69  miles  to  Asheville, 
North  Carolina,  where  it  continues  to  flow  through  Buncombe 
and  Madison  Counties.  There  are  approximately  22  miles  of 
the  French  Broad  River  in  Henderson  County. 

Records  of  river  stages  on  the  French  Broad  began  in 
September  of  1895,  when  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  es- 
tablished GAUGING  STATIONS  ALONG  THE  RIVER.  THE  GAUGING 
STATION  AT  BENT  CREEK  WAS  ESTABLISHED  IN  1934,  AND  RECORDS 
ARE  CURRENTLY  MAINTAINED  BY  THE  U,  S.  GEOLOGICAL  SURVEY, 

In  the  extreme  headwaters  and  in  the  flat  reaches 

JUST  DOWNSTREAM  INTO  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  THERE  HAVE  BEEN  ABOUT 

100  floods  since  1895.  This  is  an  average  of  6 floods  in 

5 YEARS;  HOWEVER,  MANY  YEARS  NO  FLOODING  OCCURS.  FLOODS 
HAVE  OCCURRED  IN  EVERY  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR  ALONG  THE  FRENCH 

Broad  River. 


116 


At  Rosman  and  areas  downstream  to  Asheville.,  large 

FLOODS  MAY  RISE  AT  A RATE  OF  4 TO  5 FEET  PER  HOUR,  BUT  IN 
THE  FLAT  REACH  AT  THE  BlANTYRE  GAUGING  STATION  NEAR  THE 

Transylvania-Henderson  County  line,  the  maximum  rise  seldom 
EXCEEDS  ONE  FOOT  PER  HOUR.  In  OCTOBER,  1964,  THE  RIVER  WAS 
ABOVE  ITS  BANK  AT  BLANTYRE  FOR  5 DAYS  WITH  AN  AVERAGE  RISE 
OF  ONE  FOOT  PER  HOUR. 

The  100  year  flood  is  defined  by  the  Tennessee  Valley 
Authority  as  a flood  which  would  be  equaled  or  exceeded  in 
VOLUME  AND  HEIGHT  ON  AN  AVERAGE  ONCE  IN  100  YEARS.  It  WOULD 
HAVE  A ONE  PERCENT  CHANCE  OF  OCCURRING  IN  ANY  GIVEN  YEAR. 

Floods  of  the  100  year  magnitude  are  often  used  as  a guide 

TO  IDENTIFYING  FLOOD  PLAIN  AREAS. 

Although  many  planning  programs  use  the  100  year  flood 

AS  A BASIS  FOR  ESTABLISHING  THE  FLOODPLAIN,  IT  SHOULD  BE 
REMEMBERED  THAT  LARGER  FLOODS  THAN  THE  100  YEAR  FLOOD  ARE 
POSSIBLE  AND  CAN  OCCUR  AT  ANY  TIME. 

The  1916  flood  along  the  French  Broad  River  and  tribu- 
taries EXCEEDED  THE  100  YEAR  FLOOD  IN  AMOUNTS  RANGING  FROM 
6 FEET  TO  9 FEET.  FLOODS  EXCEEDING  OR  EXPECTED  TO  EXCEED 
THE  100  YEAR  FLOOD  ARE  CALLED  MAXIMUM  PROBABLE  FLOODS. 

Floods  of  the  100  year  category  or  greater  (Maximum 
Probable  Floods)  have  occurred  in  1916,  1940  and  1964  in  the 
Henderson  County  area.  The  1916  flood  was  the  largest  and 

MOST  DESTRUCTIVE  THAT  HAS  OCCURRED  IN  THIS  AREA. 

Flood  problems  near  Hendersonville  and  the  surrounding 

VICINITY  ARE  THE  RESULT  OF  HIGH  WATER  ON  MUD  CREEK  AND  THE 
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TRIBUTARY  STREAMS  OF  BAT  FORK,  DEVILS  FORK  AND  KlNG  CREEK, 

For  the  most  part,  the  floodplains  along  these  streams  are 

USED  FOR  AGRICULTURAL  PURPOSES.  THERE  ARE  SOME  AREAS  IN 

Hendersonville  and  the  immediate  vicinity  where  commercial 

DEVELOPMENTS  ARE  WITHIN  THE  LIMITS  OF  LARGE  FLOODS. 

The  largest  known  flood  on  all  4 streams  (Mud  Creek, 

Bat  Fork,  Devils  Fork  and  King  Creek)  in  and  near  Henderson- 
ville occurred  July  16,  1916.  This  was  one  of  the  great 

FLOODS  OF  ALL  TIMES  AND  WAS  6 FEET  HIGHER  THAN  ANY  OTHER 
KNOWN  FLOOD  NEAR  HENDERSONVILLE.  THE  FLOOD  OCCURRED  AS  THE 
RESULT  OF  TERRIFIC  HURRICANE  RAINS  WHICH  DROPPED  UP  TO  20 
INCHES  OF  RAIN  OVER  PARTS  OF  THE  MUD  CREEK  WATERSHED  IN  24 
HOURS. 

Floods  above  bankful  stages  on  Mud  Creek,  according  to 

STREAM  GAUGE  RECORDS  KEPT  OVER  A PERIOD  OF  16  YEARS  AT 

Naples,  have  occurred  on  the  average  of  more  than  2 per 
year.  Summer  floods  can  be  very  damaging,  but  winter  floods 

IN  THIS  AREA  DO  NOT  CAUSE  SIGNIFICANT  DAMAGE. 

The  primary  water  courses  of  Mud  Creek,  Bat  Fork,  Kings 
Creek  and  their  tributaries  are  relatively  flat  with  wide 

FLOOD  PLAINS  THROUGHOUT  MOST  OF  THE  DRAINAGE  AREA. 

The  consideration  of  floods  of  the  maximum  probable 

MAGNITUDE  ARE  OF  GREATER  IMPORTANCE  IN  SOME  AREAS  THAN  IN 
OTHERS;  HOWEVER,  THEY  SHOULD  NOT  BE  OVERLOOKED  IN  THE  STUDY 
OF  ANY  FLOOD  PROBLEM.  THE  MAXIMUM  PROBABLE  FLOOD  ON  MUD  CREEK 
NEAR  U.S.  64  EAST  BRIDGE  WOULD  RISE  TO  ITS  CREST  16  FEET 
ABOVE  RIVER  BANKS  IN  ABOUT  11  HOURS.  ACCORDING  TO  FURTHER 
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T.V.A.  studies.  Bat  Fork  would  rise  approximately  17  feet 

IN  8 HOURS  AND  SIMILAR  RAPID  RATES  COULD  BE  EXPECTED  ON 

Devils  Fork  and  King  Creek, 

F-LQ.OPW.AYS 

Studies  and  data  gathered  by  the  T.V.A.  suggest  that 

THERE  IS  A DEFINITE  NEED  FOR  MAINTAINING  AT  LEAST  MINIMUM 
FLOODWAYS  FOR  THE  FRENCH  BROAD  RlVER,  THE  PURPOSE  OF  SUCH 
FLOODWAYS  IS  TO  INSURE  THAT  THE  WATERS  OF  FUTURE  HIGH  FLOODS 
WILL  BE  ACCOMMODATED  WITHIN  THE  LIMITS  OF  THE  RIVER  AND  ITS 
FLOODPLAIN, 

TWO  MAJOR  POINTS  TO  CONSIDER  ARE  FIRST,  LANDFILL  STRUC- 
TURES AND  OTHER  RESTRICTIONS  TO  THE  FLOW  OF  WATER  PLACED  IN 
THE  RIVER  OR  ON  THE  FLOODPLAIN  COULD  CAUSE  INCREASED  FLOOD 
ELEVATIONS  UPSTREAM.  CURRENTLY  THE  FRENCH  BROAD  RlVER 

Reclamation  Project,  underway  in  Transylvania,  Henderson, 
Buncombe  and  Madison  counties,  is  helping  clear  obstructions 

FROM  THE  RIVER  AND  RIVER  BANKS.  THIS  MULTI-PURPOSE  PROJECT 
SHOULD  HELP  ALLEVIATE  SOME  OF  THE  OBSTRUCTION  PROBLEMS  BY 
COMPLETELY  REMOVING  THE  PROBLEM,  A SECOND  CONSIDERATION  ON 
THE  NEED  FOR  A FLOODWAY  IS  THAT  AREAS  SUBJECT  TO  FLOODING  ARE 
HAZARDOUS  FOR  LIFE  AND  PROPERTY. 

Studies  have  been  made  by  T.V.A.  to  delineate  floodways 

WHICH  WOULD  BE  NECESSARY  TO  PASS  WATERS  OF  THE  100  YEAR  FLOOD 
LEVEL  SHOULD  IT  OCCUR  TODAY, 

Currently,  only  portions  of  Henderson  County  have  been 
MAPPED  AND  THE  100  YEAR  FLOODWAY  DELINEATED,  THE  MAPS 
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PERTAIN  TO  THE  FRENCH  BROAD  RlVER  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY,  Mud 

Creek,  Bat  Fork,  Devils  Fork  and  King  Creek  in  the  Hender- 
sonville area.  Much  work  remains  as  far  as  delineating 

FLOODWAYS  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY.  CURRENT  T.V.A.  ESTIMATES  ARE 
TO  COMPLETE  NECESSARY  FIELD  WORK  FOR  THE  APPROPRIATE  MAPPING 
BY  LATE  1977  OR  EARLY  1978. 

National  Flood  Insurance  Program 

The  Federal  government  has  spent  more  than  $9  billion 
ON  FLOOD  CONTROL  SINCE  1936,  NET  LOSSES  CONTINUE  TO  INCREASE 
AND  THE  HAZARD  IS  GREATER  THAN  EVER  THAT  FLOODS  AND  RELATED 
DAMAGE  WILL  OCCUR  ACCORDING  TO  THE  NATIONAL  FLOOD  INSURANCE 

Program. 

The  purpose  of  the  National  Flood  Insurance  Act  of 

1968  WAS  TO  DISCOURAGE  DEVELOPMENT  IN  FLOOD-PRONE  AREAS  BY 
OFFERING  INEXPENSIVE,  SUBSIDIZED  FLOOD  INSURANCE  TO  COM- 
MUNITIES THAT  AGREED  TO  ENACT  AND  ENFORCE  FLOOD  CONTROL  AND 
LAND  USE  REGULATIONS. 

The  insurance  program  was  a failure  because  partici- 
pation WAS  VOLUNTARY  AND  FEW  COMMUNITIES  WERE  WILLING  TO 
ADOPT  THE  REQUIRED  LAND  USE  CONTROLS.  FLOOD  INSURANCE  RE- 
MAINED UNAVAILABLE  AND  FLOODPLAIN  DEVELOPMENT  CONTINUED. 

The  enactment  of  the  Flood  Disaster  Protection  Act  of 
1973  CHANGED  THIS.  COMMUNITY  PARTICIPATION  IS  NOW  MANDATORY. 
Communities  that  refuse  to  cooperate  will  experience  cut- 
offs OF  ALL  FORMS  OF  FEDERAL  MORTGAGE  FINANCING  IN  FLOOD 
PRONE  AREAS.  LENDING  INSTITUTIONS  ARE  PROHIBITED  BY  LAW 
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FROM  MAKING  REAL  ESTATE  OR  MOBILE  HOME  LOANS  IN  FLOOD 
PRONE  AREAS  WHICH  FAIL  TO  MEET  FEDERAL  FLOOD  CONTROL 
STANDARDS. 

Realizing  the  impact  of  this  program  on  Henderson 
County  and  the  importance  of  flood  insurance  to  citizens  of 
Henderson  County,  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  adopted 

AND  PASSED  A RESOLUTION  APPLYING  FOR  FLOOD  INSURANCE  IN 

Henderson  County.  Responsibilities  for  a permit  system  and 

ENFORCEMENT  PROCEDURES  WERE  DELEGATED  TO  THE  HENDERSON 

County  Health  Department.  It  requires  any  person,  firm  or 

CORPORATION  DESIRING  TO  CONSTRUCT  OR  MAKE  IMPROVEMENTS  TO 
EXISTING  STRUCTURES  TO  OBTAIN  A PERMIT  AND  MEET  CERTAIN  OTHER 
REQUIREMENTS  BEFORE  CONSTRUCTION  CAN  BEGIN  IN  THE  FLOODWAY. 

This  system  was  adopted  in  March,  1975.  Before  the  program 

CAN  BE  100  PERCENT  EFFECTIVE,  FURTHER  DELINEATION  OF  THE  FLOOD- 
WAY ON  MAJOR  TRIBUTARIES  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  MUST  BE  COMPLETED. 
AS  STATED  EARLIER  IN  THIS  CHAPTER,  T.V.A.  ANTICIPATES  THIS 
WILL  BE  COMPLETED  IN  LATE  1977 . 

Corrective  and  Preventive  Measures 

There  is  generally  no  single  feasible  method  for  re- 
ducing FLOOD  DAMAGE.  FLOOD  PROBLEMS  DIFFER  DUE  TO  DIF- 
FERENCES IN  STREAMS  AND  THE  NEIGHBORING  PROPERTY. 

Corrective  measures  deal  with  existing  problems.  They 

INCLUDE  FLOODPROOFING  AND  FLOOD  INSURANCE  TO  REDUCE  OR 
LIMIT  THE  DAMAGE  WHEN  IT  OCCURS,  EMERGENCY  MEASURES  TO  DEAL 
WITH  IMMEDIATE  PROBLEMS  WHEN  THEY  OCCUR  AND  FLOOD  CONTROL  TO 


121 


HELP  REDUCE  THE  LIKELIHOOD  OF  FLOODS. 

Preventive  measures  should  be  aimed  at  keeping  future 

PROBLEMS  FROM  BECOMING  WORSE  THAN  PRESENT  ONES.  THIS  CAN  BE 
ACCOMPLISHED  IN  PART  BY  FLOODPLAIN  REGULATIONS  OR  PUBLIC 
DEVELOPMENT  POLICIES.  CORRECTIVE  MEASURES  SHOULD  ATTEMPT  TO 
KEEP  THE  WATER  AWAY  FROM  MAN  WHILE  PREVENTIVE  MEASURES  SHOULD 
TRY  AND  KEEP  MAN  AWAY  FROM  THE  WATER. 

Total  elimination  of  floods  is  expensive,  if  not  im- 
possible. A CHOICE  MUST  BE  MADE  BETWEEN  DIFFERENT  LEVELS  OF 
PROTECTION  AND  AN  EYE  ON  THE  EVER  PRESENT,  EVER  INCREASING 
COST  FACTOR. 

Corrective  measures  that  could  be  applied  in  Henderson 
County  are  as  follows: 

1.  Watershed  Protection  involving  good,  basic  land 

MANAGEMENT  INCLUDING  MEASURES  AIMED  AT  RETAINING  WATER  WHERE 

it  falls.  The  Federal  Multiple  Purpose  Watershed  Projects 
Program  (P.L.  566  program)  authorizes  financial  assistance 
FOR  SMALL  (LESS  THAT  250,000  ACRES)  WATERSHED  IMPROVEMENTS 
AIMED  AT  SUCH  ITEMS  AS  FLOOD  CONTROL,  SEDIMENTATION  CONTROL, 
PUBLIC  RECREATION  AND  FISH  AND  WILDLIFE  DEVELOPMENT.  In 

Henderson  County  this  would  require  mutual  agreement  on 

PROGRAMS  AND  POLICIES  BETWEEN  THE  COUNTY  AND  PlSGAH  NATIONAL 

Forest  authorities  since  Henderson  County's  watersheds  are 

LOCATED  WITHIN  PlSGAH  NATIONAL  FOREST  BOUNDARIES  (NORTH 

Fork  of  the  Mills  River  and  Bradley  Creek). 

Proposed  projects  must  be  reviewed  by  the  N,  C.  Depart- 
ment of  Air  and  Water  Resources.  These  normally  include  the 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF  DAMS  AND  RESERVOIRS  TO  ACHIEVE  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
THE  PROGRAM,  THIS  AREA  HAS  A RATHER  FIRM  HISTORY  OF  RE- 
JECTING DAMS  FOR  POSSIBLE  FLOOD  CONTROLj  HOWEVER,  THIS 
ALTERNATIVE  SHOULD  NOT  BE  EXCLUDED  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  IF 
A PRACTICABLE  AND  MUTUALLY  AGREEABLE  PROGRAM  COULD  BE  REACHED 
BETWEEN  COUNTY  AND  FEDERAL  OFFICIALS  UTILIZING  PlSGAH 

National  Forest  and  the  2 existing  watersheds,  The  possi- 
bility OF  LOCATING  NEW  WATERSHEDS  SHOULD  ALSO  NOT  BE  DIS- 
COUNTED. 

2,  Channel  Improvements  provide  a greater  capacity  for 

HANDLING  FLOOD  WATERS  WITHIN  THE  CHANNEL  ITSELF,  CHANNEL 
IMPROVEMENTS  ARE  CURRENTLY  BEING  UNDERTAKEN  IN  CERTAIN  PARTS 

of  Henderson  County  by  private  enterprise  for  certain 

CITIZENS  WILLING  TO  PAY  FOR  THIS  TYPE  IMPROVEMENT  AND  SAFE- 
GUARD, Such  improvements  may  consist  of: 

a,  Dredging  or  otherwise  increasing  the  channel 

CROSS-SECTION  AREA; 

b,  Clearing  the  channel  of  obstructions  which 

SLOW  THE  FLOW  OF  WATER; 

c,  Paving  the  channel  to  reduce  friction  and 

INCREASE  SPEED; 

d,  Straightening  the  channel  to  shorten  the 

DISTANCE  THAT  FLOOD  WATER  MUST  TRAVEL; 

e,  Re-routing  the  channel; 

f,  Impounding  areas  to  increase  storage  capaticy. 
Channel  improvements  are  aimed  at  moving  water  out  of  an 

AREA  AS  QUICKLY  AS  POSSIBLE.  A SURVEY  OF  WHAT  LIES  DOWNSTREAM 
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THAT  COULD  POSSIBLY  BACK  WATER  UP  OR  SERVE  AS  A BOTTLENECK 
IS  A NECESSITY.  MOVING  OUT  OBSTRUCTIONS  ONLY  TO  HAVE  THE 
WATER  BACK  UP  FURTHER  DOWNSTREAM  SERVES  NO  PURPOSE  AND  MANY 
TIMES  ACTUALLY  NEGATES  EFFORTS  TO  CONTROL  FLOODING.  THE 

River  Reclamation  Project  of  the  4 county  Region  B area  con- 
cerns ITSELF  WITH  REMOVAL  OF  OBSTRUCTIONS  IN  THE  FRENCH 

Broad  River.  To  date  approximately  1 1/2  miles  of  the  French 
Broad  River  have  been  cleared  in  Henderson  County. 

3.  Floodproofing  provides  a possible  alternative  to 

FLOOD  DAMAGE  LOSSES  THROUGH  THE  PROTECTION  OF  INDIVIDUAL 
BUILDINGS,  ALLOWING  THEM  TO  WITHSTAND  MODERATE  OR  LOW  LEVELS 
OF  FLOODING  FOR  SHORT  PERIODS  OF  TIME. 

Possible  techniques  include: 

a.  Check  valves  on  sewer  outlets; 

b.  Temporary  bulkheads  for  sealing  doors; 

c.  Pumps  for  clearing  water; 

d.  The  elevation  of  critical  equipment  above 

POSSIBLE  FLOODWATER  REACH. 

4.  Flood  Insurance  as  discussed  earlier  is  new,  but 

IMPORTANT  TO  COMMUNITIES  IN  FLOOD-PRONE  AREAS.  THE  FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT  MAKES  LIMITED  AMOUNTS  OF  INSURANCE  AVAILABLE  TO 
PROPERTY  OWNERS  BY  MEANS  OF  A FEDERAL  SUBSIDY.  THE  ACT 
REQUIRES  THAT  LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS  ADOPT  AND  ENFORCE  LAND  USE 
CONTROLS  AND  REGULATIONS  THAT  WILL  GUIDE  FUTURE  DEVELOPMENT 
IN  ORDER  TO  AVOID  FUTURE  FLOOD  DAMAGE. 

Use  of  the  flood  insurance  program  could  be  a signifi- 
cant part  of  Henderson  County's  plan  for  future  land  use  and 
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DEVELOPMENT  OF  FLOODPLAIN  REGULATIONS  A MUST. 


5.  Flood  forecasting  attempts  to  forecast  how  much 

WATER  MAY  BE  EXPECTED  IN  A GIVEN  AREA  BY  A GIVEN  TIME. 

Emergency  action  such  as  evacuation,  protection  of  merchandise 

AND  EMERGENCY  FLOOD  PROOFING  DEPEND  ON  ADEQUATE  WARNING  TIME. 

This  is  especially  true  in  areas  subject  to  flash  flooding 

WHERE  THERE  IS  A RAPID  RISE  IN  WATER.  FLOOD  WARNINGS  FOR 

Western  North  Carolina  are  provided  by  the  U.  S.  Weather 
Bureau  in  Asheville. 

6.  French  Broad  River  Clean-up.  Floodplain  and  stream 

CLEARANCE  SHOULD  BE  CONTINUED  BY  HENDERSON  COUNTY  THROUGH 

the  Land-of-Sky  River  Reclamation  Project. 

This  project  is  concerned  with  cleaning  debris  from  the 

RIVER  BANK  AND  THE  STREAM  ITSELF.  BANK  STABILIZATION, 
RECREATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT  AND  WILDLIFE  PROLIFERATION  ARE  ALSO 
MAJOR  ELEMENTS  OF  THE  EXISTING  PROGRAM,  THE  TENNESSEE  VALLEY 

Authority  is  currently  providing  financial  and  technical 

ASSISTANCE  TO  LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS  THROUGH  THE  L.AND-OF-SKY 

Regional  Council, 

Elected  officials  of  Henderson  County  should  be  en- 
couraged TO  CONTINUE  THE  FRENCH  BROAD  RlVER  CLEAN-UP  AND 
EXTEND  THE  PROJECT  TO  INCLUDE  MAJOR  COUNTY  STREAMS,  THE 

Henderson  County  Planning  Board  has  recommended  to  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  a 1 cent  tax  levy  to  help  offset  the  cost 

OF  THIS  PROJECT. 

7.  Floodplain  clearance  although  very  expensive,  can 

BE  JUSTIFIED  WHEN  FLOODPLAIN  DEVELOPMENT  HAS  GIVEN  RISE  TO 
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SERIOUS  PUBLIC  HEALTH  HAZARDS. 

Financial  assistance  is  available  through  urban  renewal 
programs.  Under  such  a program,  blighted  areas  may  be 

PURCHASED  BY  A PUBLIC  AGENCY,  CLEARED  AND  PUT  IN  CONDITION 

FOR  re-use.  The  land  is  then  sold  for  private  or  public 
REDEVELOPMENT.  The  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT  PAYS  3/4  OR  2/3  OF  THE 
COST  DEPENDING  ON  POPULATION.  REDEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  CLEARED 
LAND  COULD  BE  FOR  OPEN  SPACE  USE  SUCH  AS  RECREATION  OR  PARKING 
AREAS. 

Preventive  measures  can  (1)  complement  the  physical  con- 
trol STRUCTURE  AND  (2)  PREVENT  THE  NEED  OF  EXPENSIVE  PHYSICAL 
MEASURES. 

1.  Zoning  can  be  one  of  the  most  effective  tools  for 

REGULATING  DEVELOPMENT  IN  FLOODPLAINS.  ALL  CITIES  AND  COUNTIES 

in  North  Carolina  are  empowered  by  the  State  to  adopt  zoning 

ORDINANCES  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  PROMOTING  HEALTH,  SAFETY,  MORAL 
OR  GENERAL  WELFARE  OF  THE  COMMUNITY. 

The  3 most  important  justifications  for  zoning  of  flood- 

plains  are:  (1)  PREVENTING  ENCROACHMENTS  ON  FLOODPLAINS  WHICH 
WOULD  INCREASE  THE  HEIGHT  AND  EFFECT  OF  A FLOOD  CAUSING  AD- 
DITIONAL DAMAGE  TO  PROPERTY  ALONG  THE  STREAM  OR  RIVER,  (2) 
PREVENTING  CITIZENS  FROM  BEING  VICTIMIZED  BY  THE  PURCHASE  OF 
FLOOD  PRONE  PROPERTY  WHERE  THE  EFFECTS  OF  FLOOD  DAMAGE  ARE 
NOT  KNOWN,  AND  (3)  PROMOTING  THE  GENERAL  WELFARE  BY  REDUCING 
THE  EXPENDITURE  OF  PUBLIC  FUNDS  FOR  PROTECTIVE  WORKS  OR' 
DISASTER  RELIEF. 

Within  a zoning  ordinance  the  floodplain  section  should 
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INCLUDE:  (1)  A STATEMENT  OF  INTENTION,  (2)  AN  EXPLANATION 
AND  JUSTIFICATION  OF  DISTRICT  BOUNDARIES,  (3)  A LIST  OF 
PERMITTED  OR  EXCLUDED  USES,’  AND  (4)  RESTRICTIONS  ON  THE 
HEIGHT  AND  PLACEMENT  OF  BUILDINGS  AND  STRUCTURES, 

The  principal  uses  usually  found  in  floodplain  districts 

ARE  AGRICULTURE,  RECREATION,  PARKING  AND  OPEN  SPACE  USE 
WHICH  WILL  NOT  OBSTRUCT  THE  FLOW  OF  WATER. 

2,  Building  codes  are  minimum  construction  standards 

TO  PROTECT  OCCUPANTS  FROM  PHYSICAL  OR  FINANCIAL  INJURY  RE- 
SULTING FROM  ACTS  OF  PROPERTY  OWNERS.  THEY  ARE  MINIMUM  RE- 
QUIREMENTS CONCERNING  SAFETY  OF  STRUCTURES  FOR  PRESERVATION 
OF  LIFE  AND  HEALTH.  BUILDING  CODES  ARE  USEFUL  IN  REDUCING 

flood  loss.  Construction  standards  set  forth  in  building 

CODES  MAY: 

a.  Specify  the  minimum  elevation  of  footings 

OR  THE  LOWEST  FLOOR  OF  A STRUCTURE 

b.  Require  reinforcement  to  withstand  water 

PRESSURE  AND  HIGH  VELOCITY  FLOW. 

3.  P0U-CI£S..  REGARDING  .LOCATION  OF.  PUBLIC  FACILITLE..S. 

SUCH  AS  SCHOOLS  AND  HIGHWAYS  CAN  HELP  REDUCE  FLOOD  DAMAGE. 

Public  facilities  have  an  impact  on  flood  damage  losses  in 

THREE  AREAS! 

a.  By  their  susceptibility  to  damage; 

b.  By  increasing  flood  heights  elsewhere;  and 

c.  By  encouraging  or  discouraging  development 

IN  THE  FLOODPLAIN. 

Facilities  which  must  utilize  floodplain  locations  in 
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PART  SHOULD  BE  DESIGNED  SO  AS  TO  MINIMIZE  THEIR  EFFECT  ON 
FLOOD  HEIGHTS.  HIGHWAY  DESIGN  SHOULD  INSURE  THAT  BRIDGES 
AND  CULVERTS  ARE  SUFFICIENTLY  OPEN  TO  PASS  FLOOD  WATERS. 

Highway  access  in  floodplain  areas  should  be  limited  to  dis- 
courage STRIP  DEVELOPMENT. 

A,  Public  acquisition:  The  police  power  making  possible 

ZONING  AND  SUB-DIVISION  REGULATIONS  IN  FLOODPLAINS  IS  NOT  ALL- 

ENCOMPASSING.  It  does  not  extend  to  land  acquisition  for 
PUBLIC  PURPOSE.  The  procurement  of  land  by  governmental 
AGENCIES,  ESPECIALLY  MUNICIPALITIES  CAN  BE  DONE  BY: 

a.  Acquiring  tax  title  landj 

b.  Soliciting  donations  of  landj 

c.  Negotiated  purchase  of  eminent  domain 
Public  acquisition  enables  the  use  of  floodplains  for 

PARKS,  PARKWAYS,  WILDLIFE  REFUGES  AND  FOR  OTHER  BENEFICIAL 
USES  THAT  WOULD  SUFFER  RELATIVELY  LITTLE  DAMAGE. 

Acquisition  can  be  carried  out  at  the  federal  or  state 

LEVELS,  BUT  THERE  IS  NO  SUBSTITUTE  FOR  LOCALLY-DIRECTED  PRO- 
GRAMS. 

Source: 

Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  Floods  on  the  French  Broad  River 
in  North  Carolina.  (Knoxville,  Tennessee,  1973.) 


128 


REGION  B - NORTH  CAROLINA 

HENDERSON  CO. 


TOPOGRAPHY 
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CHAPTER  8 

AGRICULTURE,  INDUSTRIAL,  COMMERCIAL 
AND  RESIDENTIAL  LAND  USERS 


Agriculture 


In  1975  THE  TOTAL  INCOME 

FROM  AGRICULTURAL 

. SOURCES  IN 

the  County  was  $28,241,139  as 

PROJECTED  BY  THE 

Henderson  County 

Agricultural  Extension  Agent's 

office,  This  compares  to  a 

1970  TOTAL  AGRICULTURAL  INCOME 

of  $17,380,572. 

Agricultural 

income  for  Henderson  County  is 

listed  in  Table 

35. 

TABLE  35 

AGRICULTURAL  INCOME, 

HENDERSON  COUNTY 

Commodity 

1970 

1975 

Apples 

$ 7,621,139  $12,874,890 

Vegetables 

3,720,525 

5,835,445 

Milk 

2,931,555 

4,733,895 

Corn,  feed  grains. 

HAY,  SOYBEANS 

307,200 

1,213,852 

Nursery,  Greenhouse  & 

FLOWERS 

796,650 

1,657,602 

Livestock  & Livestock 

products 

667,663 

1,235,097 

Poultry 

742,900 

1,444 

Forestry,  Forestry 

products 

363,558 

530,500 

Small  fruits  & Berries  & 

OTHER  AGRICULTURE  INCOME  202,706 

94,350 

Tobacco 

.26,676  , 

64,064 

$17,380,572  $28,241,139 
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Apples  are  the  most  important  agricultural  product  in 
Henderson  County.  In  1967  apple  production  brought  an  esti- 
mated $4,914, 481  to  the  county's  economy.  It  has  increased 
IN  ALMOST  EVERY  YEAR  SINCE  THEN.  THE  1970  APPLE  PRODUCTION 
AMOUNTED  TO  $7,621,139,  1975  AMOUNTED  TO  $12,874,890,  WITH  A 
PROJECTED  $15,300,000  FOR  1976. 

Henderson  County  produced  approximately  70  percent  of 

ALL  APPLES  PRODUCED  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA.  APPLE  PRODUCTION  HAS 
GROWN  TO  THE  PRESENT  ANNUAL  CROP  OF  OVER  4,000,000  BUSHELS 
OF  APPLES  PRODUCED  YEARLY. 

The  second  most  important  agricultural  product  from  the 

STANDPOINT  OF  CASH  RETURN  IS  THE  GROWING  OF  VEGETABLES.  In 
1967  THE  GROSS  INCOME  FROM  VEGETABLES  WAS  $2,162,000.  THE 
1970  income  was  $3,720,525  and  gross  income  for  1975  amounted 
to  $5,835,445. 

IN  1970,  DAIRY  PRODUCTION  INCOME  AMOUNTED  TO  $2,931,555. 
In  1975  dairy  production  income  amounted  to  $4,733,895.  This 
AMOUNTED  TO  AN  INCREASE  OF  $1,802,340  OVER  A 5 YEAR  PERIOD. 

According  to  the  1975  summary  of  data  compiled  by  the 
Henderson  County  Agricultural  Extension  agent,  the  following 

STATISTICS  ARE  PRESENTED  FOR  HENDERSON  COUNTY: 


Number  of  farms  (1970  census)  947 

Average  size  of  farm  93  acres 

Total  vegetable  acreage  3,702 

Total  corn  acreage  12,000 

Total  nursery  acreage  500 

Number  of  apple  growers  400 
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TABLE  36 


1976  NORTH  CAROLINA  LAND  UTILIZATION  SURVEY 
(Crops  harvested  in  1975) 


HENDERSON  COUNTY  ACRES 
Total  land  in  tracts  of  10  or  more  acres  184,009 
Non-farm  land  54,252 
Land  in  farms  129,757 
Harvested  cropland  17,869 
Idle  cropland  10,436 
Improved  pasture  13,713 
Unimproved  open  pasture  4,460 
All  other  land  (homesites,  woods,  waste,  etc.)  83,279 
Corn  for  grain  (feed)  1,972 
Corn  for  silage  3,272 
Sorghum,  milo  for  silage  6 
Tobacco  harvested  15 
Oats  and  barley  combined  5 
Rye  combined  124 
Soybeans  combined  for  beans  129 
All  hay  2,397 
Coastal  Bermuda  grass  cut  for  hay  11 
Irish  potatoes  (all)  64 
Sweet  potatoes  (all)  27 
Cabbage  grown  for  sale  84 
Tomatoes  grown  for  sale  4 
Other  crops  9,781 
Christmas  trees  (all  ages)  1976  5 
Apple  trees  of  bearing  age  in  1976  611,103 
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Apple  Packing  houses 
Number  of  dairies 
Vegetable  packing  houses 


29 

29 

9 


In  Henderson  County  the  number  of  active  farms  is  de- 
clining. The  size  of  the  remaining  farms  in  terms  of  total 

ACREAGE  APPEARS  TO  BE  INCREASING  RESULTING  IN  FEWER  BUT 
LARGER  SPECIALIZED  FARMS. 

The  county's  prime  agricultural  land  is  located  along 

THE  FLOODPLAIN  OF  THE  FRENCH  BROAD  AND  MlLLS  RlVER  IN  MILLS 

River  and  Hendersonville  Townships.  The  land  is  used  pri- 
marily FOR  PASTURING  OF  DAIRY  COWS  AND  PRODUCTION  OF  FEED 

crops.  Blue  Ridge,  Clear  Creek,  Hoopers  Creek  and  Edneyville 
Townships  also  contain  valuable  agricultural  land  devoted  to 

APPLE  AND  VEGETABLE  PRODUCTION. 

In  recent  years  some  of  Henderson  County's  prime  agri- 
cultural LAND  HAS  BEEN  SOLD  TO  DEVELOPERS  FOR  URBAN  TYPE 
RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT.  A CHANGE  IN  THE  PRESENT  TAX  STRUCTURE 
OR  OTHER  INCENTIVE  SHOULD  BE  AVAILABLE  TO  FARMERS  TO  HELP 
PRESERVE  PRIME  AGRICULTURAL  LAND  FROM  THE  PRESSURES  OF  IN- 
DUSTRIAL AND  RESIDENTIAL-TYPE  DEVELOPMENT.  ONCE  AGRICULTURAL 
LAND  HAS  BEEN  SOLD  AND  TAKEN  OUT  OF  PRODUCTION,  IT  IS  DIFFI- 
CULT, IF  NOT  IMPOSSIBLE,  TO  BRING  THE  LAND  BACK  INTO  PRODUCTION. 

Industrial 

General 

By  1986  it  is  estimated  that  almost  8,000  additional 

PEOPLE  WILL  BE  ADDED  TO  THE  COUNTY'S  POPULATION. 
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This  expected  growth  will  create  an  expanding  demand  for  a 

DIMINISHING  SUPPLY  OF  VACANT  LAND.  INDUSTRY,  WHICH  WILL 
PROVIDE  MUCH  OF  THE  BASIC  EMPLOYMENT  NEEDED  FOR  THIS  ANTICI- 
PATED GROWTH  HAS  LOCATIONAL  REQUIREMENTS  THAT  ARE  AS  CRITICAL 
AS  ANY  LAND  USE. 

Location  Requirements 

Industrial  areas  are  generally  the  least  flexible  in 

THEIR  SITE  REQUIREMENTS.  INDUSTRIAL  USES  SHOULD  BE  GIVEN  CON- 
SIDERATION WHEN  ZONING  DISTRICT  BOUNDARIES  ARE  DRAWN.  LAND 
FOR  INDUSTRIAL  SITES  SHOULD  BE  EXAMINED  FROM  A STANDPOINT  OF 
LOCATION,  PHYSICAL  CHARACTERISTICS  AND  AVAILABILITY  OF  SERVICES. 

Industrial  sites  should  be  as  level  as  possible.  For 

LARGE  PLANTS  THE  GROUND  SLOPE  SHOULD  NOT  EXCEED  5%,  SMALL 
INDUSTRIAL  BUILDINGS  CAN  USE  STEEPER  LAND,  BUT  LAND  WITH  A 
SLOPE  OF  MORE  THAN  10%  SHOULD  BE  AVOIDED.  THE  SOIL  SHOULD 
ALSO  BE  WELL  DRAINED  AND  HAVE  GOOD  LOAD-BEARING  PROPERTIES. 

Utilities  should  be  available  at  a reasonable  cost  in- 
cluding WATER,  SEWER,  NATURAL  GAS,  ELECTRICITY  AND  SOLID 
WASTE  DISPOSAL.  WHERE  PUBLIC  WATER,  SEWER  OR  SOLID  WASTE  DIS- 
POSAL FACILITIES  ARE  NOT  AVAILABLE,  SITES  SHOULD  BE  OF  SUCH 
CONFIGURATION  AND  SOIL  CHARACTERISTICS  THAT  THE  INDUSTRY  MAY 
PROVIDE  THESE  SERVICES  THEMSELVES  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  STATE 
AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS. 

Areas  designated  for  industrial  uses  should  be  compatible 

WITH  EXISTING  AND  PLANNED  SURROUNDING  LAND  USE  PATTERNS.  THE 
MATTER  OF  COMPATIBILITY  EXTENDS  TO  OTHER  INDUSTRIAL  USES  AS 
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WELL  AS  NON-INDUSTRIAL  (ONE  INDUSTRY  SHOULD  NOT  BE  A NUISANCE 
TO  ANOTHER  INDUSTRY),  ONCE  THE  PRIME  INDUSTRIAL  SITES  HAVE 
BEEN  IDENTIFIED,  REGULATORY  CODES  SUCH  AS  ZONING,  SHOULD 
PROHIBIT  RESIDENTIAL  USES  IN  THOSE  AREAS.  If  NOT  CONTROLLED, 
SCATTERED  RESIDENTIAL  DEVELOPMENT  MAY  MAKE  IT  UNFEASIBLE  FOR 
INDUSTRIES  TO  ASSEMBLE  LARGE  ENOUGH  TRACTS  OF  LAND.  A MIXTURE 
OF  RESIDENTIAL  AND  INDUSTRIAL  LAND  USES  MAY  OCCUR,  AND  INDEED 
EXAMPLES  OF  THE  TWO  USES  BEING  MIXED  CAN  BE  FOUND  IN  THE 
COUNTY,  CREATING  AN  UNDESIRABLE  RESIDENTIAL  ENVIRONMENT  AND 
PREVENTING  INDUSTRIAL  EXPANSION. 

"Heavy"  industries  (generating  heavy  traffic,  noise, 

SMOKE  OR  FUMES)  SHOULD  BE  ISOLATED  FROM  OTHER  LAND  USES  BY 
VARIOUS  METHODS  SUCH  AS  AGRICULTURAL  BELTS,  OPEN  SPACE,  PARKS 
OR  FOREST  LAND. 

"Light"  industries  (manufacturing  small  items,  ware- 
housing WITH  NO  EXCESSIVE  NOISE,  ETC.)  ARE  MORE  COMPATIBLE  WITH 
SOME  URBAN  ACTIVITIES  SUCH  AS  OFFICE  BUILDINGS;  HOWEVER,  RESI- 
DENTIAL LAND  USES  SHOULD  BE  PROPERLY  REMOVED  OR  BUFFERED  FROM 
ALL  INDUSTRIAL  ACTIVITIES. 

Sites  for  industrial  locations  should  be  near  regional 

AND  INTER-REGIONAL  TRANSPORTATION  FACILITIES  SUCH  AS: 

1.  Major  highways  and  interstate 

2.  Airports 

3.  Railroads 

4.  Utility  transmission  lines 

The  size  of  the  proposed  industrial  sites  should  be 

LARGE  ENOUGH  TO  MEET  THE  NEEDS  OF  MODERN  INDUSTRY.  THIS  WILL 
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INCLUDE  SITES  OF  5 OR  FEWER  ACRES  FOR  INTENSIVE  USERS— THOSE 
THAT  MIGHT  BE  FOUND  IN  URBAN  RENEWAL  PROJECTS— TO  SITES  AS 
LARGE  AS  SEVERAL  HUNDRED  ACRES  IN  THE  RURAL  SECTIONS  OF  THE 
COUNTY, 

Land  near  colleges  or  technical  institutes,  if  otherwise 

SUITABLE,  SHOULD  BE  RESERVED  AND  PROMOTED  FOR  RESEARCH  AND 
DEVELOPMENT  OR  INDUSTRIAL  OFFICE  USES,  MANY  UNIVERSITIES  AND 
TECHNICAL  SCHOOLS  ARE  ENGAGED  IN  INDUSTRIALLY  RELATED  RESEARCH 
AND  TECHNICAL  TRAINING,  TECHNICAL  INSTITUTES  PROVIDE  A MAN- 
POWER POOL  FOR  INDUSTRY,  SOME  INDUSTRIES  ACTIVELY  SEEK  CLOSE 
TIES  WITH  TECHNICAL  INSTITUTIONS,  THERE  IS  A MUTUAL  BENEFIT, 
SINCE  THE  INSTITUTIONS  THEMSELVES  FIND  IN  INDUSTRY  A PROVING 
GROUND  FOR  NEW  IDEAS  AND  TECHNIQUES.  ALSO,  NEARBY  INDUSTRIES 
PROVIDE  PRACTICAL  EXPERIENCE  FOR  INDUSTRIAL  TRAINEES, 

Existing  Industrial  Areas 

Industrial  activities  are  found  throughout  Henderson 
County  in  many  different  types,  Henderson  County  has  in- 
dustrial PLANTS  ENGAGED  IN  THE  PRODUCTION  OF  WOMEN'S  CLOTHES, 
BICYCLE  BRAKES,  CANVAS  PRODUCTS,  PACKAGING  MATERIALS,  HOSIERY, 
OUTDOOR  LIGHTING,  BRICKS,  RUGS,  MACHINE  TOOLS,  OFFICE  FURNI- 
TURE, CHILDREN'S  APPAREL,  APPLE  PROCESSING,  METAL  ANCHORS 
AND  INDUSTRIAL  CERAMICS, 

The  county,  through  the  Hendersonville  Chamber  of 
Commerce  has  in  the  past  made  a concerted  effort  to  attract 

NEW,  LIGHT,  CLEAN  INDUSTRY,  THE  CHAMBER  DISCOURAGES  HEAVY 
WATER  USERS  AND  HEAVY  WASTE  PRODUCERS.  THEY  ENCOURAGE 
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INDUSTRIES  WITH  STABLE  FUTURES  AND  THOSE  WHO  PAY  WAGES  EQUAL 
TO  OR  MORE  THAN  STATEWIDE  AVERAGES,  HENDERSON  COUNTY  HAS  A 
GOOD  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM  THROUGH  THE  HENDERSON- 
VILLE Chamber  of  Commerce  and  indications  are  that  the  sound 

RECRUITMENT  OF  CLEAN,  LIGHT  INDUSTRY  WILL  CONTINUE. 

The  major  industrial  area  is  located  north  of  Henderson- 
ville in  Hoopers  Creek  Township.  Cane  Creek  Industrial  Park, 

LOCATED  ON  THE  OLD  ASHEVILLE  AIRPORT  PROPERTY,  IS  IN  A GOOD 
LOCATION  AND  SHOULD  NOT  CAUSE  ANY  SERIOUS  PROBLEMS  FOR  SUR- 
ROUNDING land  use.  Water  distribution  lines  are  expected  to 
BE  COMPLETED  IN  THE  FALL  OF  1976.  THE  AREA  ALREADY  HAS  WATER 
from  the  City  of  Asheville.  Plans  are  to  join  the  water  lines 
of  the  City  of  Hendersonville  and  Asheville,  disconnect  ser- 
vice from  the  Asheville  side,  and  serve  the  Industrial  Park 

AND  SURROUNDING  AREA  FROM  THE  HENDERSONVILLE  WATER  SYSTEM. 

Detailed  explanations  are  provided  in  the  Water  and  Wastewater 
Chapter . 

Remaining  industrial  locations  are  scattered  along  U.S. 

25  north  of  Hendersonville  and  U.S.  25  south  of  Henderson- 
ville, U.S.  176  AND  U.S.  64  HAVE  SCATTERED  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOP- 
MENT, MOST  OF  IT,  WITH  THE  EXCEPTION  OF  CANE  CREEK  INDUSTRIAL 

Park,  located  near  the  City  of  Hendersonville. 

Euiube. Industrial  Locaiiom 

Future  industrial  sites  have  been  identified  in  a Land- 
of-Sky  Regional  Study  entitled  Selected  Industrial  Sites. 
Possible  industrial  sites  for  Henderson  County  include,  but 


138 


ARE  NOT  LIMITED  TO,  THE  FOLLOWING: 

Cane.  .Creek  Industrial  Park  - located  in  Henderson 
County  near  Fletcher.  Ninety  acres  of  flat,  level 
ground. 

Hendersonville  Industrial  Park  - located  in  Hender- 
son County  north  of  Hendersonville.  Eighteen  acres 
off  Highway  25. 

Johnson  Farm  - located  in  Henderson  County  near  the 
Brickton  Community  7 miles  north  of  Hendersonville. 

Two  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY  ACRES  OF  GENTLY  ROLLING  LAND 

off  Highway  191. 


- LOCATED  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  NEAR  MlLLS 


River  7 miles  northwest  of  Hendersonville.  Thirty- 
three  ACRES  LOCATED  ON  MlLLS  GAP  ROAD . 

Powell  Grimes  Site  - located  near  Fletcher,  148  acres 
near  Cane  Creek  Road. 


- 9 miles  north  of  Henderson- 


ville near  Fletcher.  Sixty-four  acres  adjacent  to 
U.S.  25  near  Cane  Creek  Road. 


Todd  Site  - located  on  U.S,  25  near  Brickton.  Fifty- 
five  ACRES  7 MILES  NORTH  OF  HENDERSONVILLE. 
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Youngblood-Justice  Site  - located  near  Fletcher, 

Forty  acres  off  Cane  Creek  Road 

This  list  does  not  represent  all  possible  industrial 
sites  in  Henderson  County.  Additional  information  on  in- 

DUSTRUAL  SITES  MAY  BE  OBTAINED  BY  CALLING  THE  HENDERSONVILLE 

Chamber  of  Commerce.  Copies  of  the  Industrial  Site  Study 

MAY  BE  OBTAINED  FROM  THE  l_AND-OF-SKY  REGIONAL  COUNCIL  IN 

Asheville,  N.  C. 

Commercial 

General 

Commercial  areas  as  designated  in  the  Henderson  County 
Land  Use  Plan  include  both  retail  and  wholesale  establishments 

AS  WELL  AS  BUSINESS,  CONSUMER  AND  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES. 

Such  business  as  retail  and  wholesale  establishments  and 

SERVICES  ARE  GENERALLY  FOUND  IN  THE  CITIES  AND  TOWNS  WHERE 
TYPICAL  MIXTURE  OF  ACTIVITIES  ARE  DETERMINED  BY  THE  SIZE  AND 
LEVELS  OF  INCOME  IN  THE  TRADE  AREA. 

Highway-oriented  commercial  activities--such  as  con- 
sumer (local  and  tourist)  services,  convenience  retail  out- 
lets, LARGER  GENERAL  COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES,  AND  "GENERAL  STORE" 
TYPE  BUSINESSES  ARE  SCATTERED  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY  ALONG  MAJOR 
THOROUGHFARES.  LARGE  AMOUNTS  OF  COMMERCIAL  USES  ARE  FOUND 

along  U.S.  25,  176,  64  and  N.C.  191.  The  uses  located  on 

THESE  HIGHWAYS  SUPPLEMENT  SIMILAR  TYPES  OF  COMMERCIAL  ACTIVI- 
TIES LOCATED  IN  THE  ClTY  OF  HENDERSONVILLE. 
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Commercial  developments  which  present  development 

PROBLEMS  ARE  GENERALLY  IN  AREAS  WHERE  THEY  ARE  MIXED  WITH 
RESIDENTIAL  AND  OTHER  INCOMPATIBLE  LAND  USES. 

M£Igmb.q.rhoqd-$hop.ping.  Areas 

Neighborhood  shopping  areas  provide  outlets  for  food, 

DRUGS  AND  HARDWARE,  AND  PERSONAL  SERVICE  ESTABLISHMENTS  SUCH 
AS  LAUNDROMATS,  BARBER  SHOPS  AND  BEAUTY  SALONS,  THEY  ARE 
GEARED  TO  THE  DAILY  NEEDS  OF  NEARBY  RESIDENTIAL  AREAS.  In 
AREA  THEY  RANGE  FROM  3 TO  6 ACRES  AND  SERVE  A TRADING  AREA 
BETWEEN  3,000  AND  5,000  PERSONS. 

A NEIGHBORHOOD  SHOPPING  AREA  SHOULD  BE  LOCATED  AT  THE 
INTERSECTION  OF  MINOR  THOROUGHFARES  OR  COLLECTOR  STREETS, 

NEAR  THE  CENTER  OF  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  IT  SERVES.  GENERALLY, 

MAJOR  THOROUGHFARES  SHOULD  BE  AVOIDED;  HOWEVER,  MAJOR 
THOROUGHFARES  SHOULD  SKIRT  THE  PERIMETERS  OF  NEIGHBORHOODS, 

NOT  GO  THROUGH  THEM.  THUS,  A SHOPPING  AREA  ABUTTING  A MAJOR 
THOROUGHFARE  WOULD  NOT  ORDINARILY  BE  NEAR  THE  CENTER  OF  A 
NEIGHBORHOOD. 

Although  they  should  be  at  intersections,  neighborhood 

SHOPPING  AREAS  SHOULD  BE  CONFINED  TO  ONE  QUADRANT  OF  THE  INTER- 
SECTION FOR  SAFETY  REASONS  AS  WELL  AS  APPEARANCE. 

They  should  be  sufficiently  removed  from  other  commercial 

DEVELOPMENT  TO  PREVENT  THEIR  GROWING  TOGETHER  INTO  A COM- 
MERCIAL STRIP.  In  low  density  single  family  areas,  neighbor- 
hood SHOPPING  AREAS  SHOULD  BE  SPACED  BETWEEN  1 AND  3 MILES 
APART.  In  MEDIUM  DENSITY  AREAS  THEY  COULD  BE  AS  CLOSE  AS 
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1/2  mile.  Even  closer  spacing  is  appropriate  in  high  density 

RESIDENTIAL  AREAS. 

Ground  slope  should  not  exceed  10%  in  neighborhood 

SHOPPING  AREAS  BECAUSE  OF  BUILDING  SIZE  AND  PARKING  REQUIRE- 
MENTS. 

Community  Shopping  Areas 

Community  shopping  areas  serve  a group  of  several  neigh- 
borhoods. The  trading  area  may  include  from  15,000  to  20,000 
people.  Merchandise  available  in  these  areas  will  include 

THE  SAME  TYPES  OF  ITEMS  AVAILABLE  IN  NEIGHBORHOOD  SHOPPING 
AREAS,  PLUS  VARIETY  STORES,  AUTOMOTIVE  SUPPLIES,  SMALL  APPAREL 
SHOPS  AND  THE  LIKE.  GENERALLY,  FOOD  AND  DRUG  STORES  WILL  BE 
LARGER  THAN  THEIR  COUNTERPARTS  IN  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  SHOPPING 

areas.  These  areas  should  cover  from  10  to  30  acres  in  size. 
They  should  be  at  intersections  of  major  or  minor  thoroughfares 

BECAUSE  MOST  OF  THEIR  CUSTOMERS  WILL  ARRIVE  BY  AUTOMOBILE. 

Community  shopping  areas  are  incompatible  in  single 

FAMILY  RESIDENTIAL  AREAS  UNLESS  ADEQUATE  SCREENING,  BUFFER- 
ING, TRANSPORTATION  NETWORK  AND  RELATED  FACILITIES  ARE  PRO- 
VIDED. Churches,  small  professional  offices,  parks  and  public 

BUILDINGS  CAN  SERVE  A USEFUL  ROLE  AS  TRANSITIONAL  USES  BETWEEN 
SHOPPING  AREAS  AND  RESIDENTIAL  NEIGHBORHOODS. 

Pedestrian  traffic  will  be  heavy  in  and  around  most 

COMMUNITY  SHOPPING  AREAS,  AND  SAFE,  CONVENIENT  PEDESTRIAN 
ROUTES  SHOULD  BE  PROVIDED. 
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Regional  Shopping  Centers 

Regional  shopping  centers  serve  a much  larger  trading 

AREA  THAN  COMMUNITY  SHOPPING  AREAS,  THE  TRADING  AREA  MAY 
COVER  A PART  OR  ALL  OF  SEVERAL  COUNTIES,  A FULL  RANGE  OF 
RETAIL  OUTLETS  CAN  BE  EXPECTED  INCLUDING  MAJOR  DEPARTMENT 
STORES.  In  ADDITION,  MANY  OFFICES  AND  INSTITUTIONS  WILL  BE 
ATTRACTED  TO  REGIONAL  CENTERS.  At  LEAST  60  ACRES  OF  NEARLY 
LEVEL  LAND  WILL  BE  NEEDED  FOR  A REGIONAL  SHOPPING  CENTER, 

The  ground  slope  should  not  exceed  5%  unless  multi-level 

ENTRANCES  AND  PARKING  LOTS  ARE  PROPOSED, 

Regional  shopping  centers  should  be  located  at  points 

OF  OPTIMUM  ACCESS  TO  THEIR  TRADE  AREAS.  THIS  SUGGESTS  SITES 
CONVENIENT  TO  FREEWAY  INTERCHANGES  WITH  MAJOR  THOROUGHFARES. 

Sites  should  be  visible  from  roads, 

Regional  centers  are  likely  to  attract  secondary  uses 

OF  EVEN  WIDER  VARIETY  AND  HIGHER  INTENSITY  THAN  COMMUNITY 

centers,  These  may  include  high  density  residences,  offices 

AND  PROFESSIONAL  PARKS,  MAJOR  PUBLIC  FACILITIES  AND  OFTEN 
SOME  TYPES  OF  INDUSTRY.  FOR  THIS  REASON,  REGIONAL  SHOPPING 
CENTERS  SHOULD  BE  CAPABLE  OF  BEING  SERVED  BY  ALL  PUBLIC 
UTILITIES— GAS,  ELECTRICITY,  WATER,  SEWER,  TELEPHONE  EXCHANGE, 
STORM  SEWERS,  ETC.  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  REGIONAL  SHOPPING 
CENTERS  CANNOT  BE  VIEWED  ONLY  IN  TERMS  OF  THE  PROPOSAL  AT 
HAND,  BUT  ALSO  IN  TERMS  OF  WHAT  TYPE  OF  DEVELOPMENT  MAY  FOLLOW, 

Since  regional  commercial  areas  will  also  be  major  em- 
ployment CENTERS  AS  WELL  AS  TRAFFIC  GENERATORS,  PUBLIC  TRANS- 
PORTATION TO  THE  SITE  IS  DESIRABLE. 
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Land  parcel  configuration  is  an  important  consideration 

FOR  COMMERCIAL  AREAS  OF  BOTH  COMMUNITY  AND  REGIONAL  SCALE. 

While  there  is  probably  no  such  thing  as  a "best  shape"  for 

LAND  PARCELS,  A LONG,  NARROW  PARCEL  OF  LAND  PARALLELING  A 
ROADWAY  WILL  YEILD  A LONG,  NARROW  DEVELOPMENT  WITH  LITTLE 
OPPORTUNITY  FOR  GOOD  SITE  PLANNING.  REGIONAL  CENTERS  SHOULD 
BE  DESIGNATED  WHERE  INDIVIDUAL  LAND  PARCELS  ARE  LARGE  ENOUGH 
TO  BE  DEVELOPED  FOR  THE  PROPOSED  USE  WITHOUT  THE  NEED  FOR 
CONSOLIDATING  OWNERSHIPS.  WHERE  THERE  IS  NO  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
CONSOLIDATION,  THIS  SHOULD  BE  ENCOURAGED. 

Sites  designated  for  regional  centers  should  offer 

OPPORTUNITY  FOR  SEPARATING  "THROUGH"  TRAFFIC  FROM  THAT 
DESIGNATED  FOR  THE  SHOPPING  CENTER.  THIS  COULD  INVOLVE  SUCH 
TECHNIQUES  AS  ADDITIONAL  TRAVEL  LANES  ON  MAIN  ROADS  TO  THE 
CENTER;  SERVICE  ROADS;  LEFT-TURN  LANES;  TRAFFIC  SIGNALS  AND 
SECONDARY  POINTS  OF  INGRESS  AND  EGRESS  FOR  TRAFFIC  WITH 
ORIGINS  AND  DESTINATIONS  NEAR  THE  REGIONAL  COMMERCIAL  AREA. 

Strip  Commercial  Development 

Many  thoroughfares  in  Henderson  County  are  lined  with 

ROADSIDE  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT.  SOME  DO  NOT  PROVIDE  ENOUGH 
OFFSTREET  PARKING,  MOST  DISPLAY  ADVERTISING  SIGNS  WHICH  ARE 
TOO  LARGE  AND/OR  TOO  NUMEROUS.  HOUSES  ARE  OFTEN  MIXED  IN 
WITH  BUSINESSES.  ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS  AT  BUSINESS  ESTABLISH- 
MENTS OFTEN  CREATE  TRAFFIC  HAZARDS. 

The  result  is  an  unsafe,  congested,  visual  disorder 

WHICH  IS  NEITHER  A DESIRABLE  RESIDENTIAL  ENVIRONMENT  NOR  A 
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GOOD  PLACE  TO  DO  BUSINESS. 


CHMAQIERIS.IIC.S  AND ..IfEECISl -Qf-STR I P DEVELOPMENT 

"Strip  commercial"  areas  are  narrow,  elongated  strips 

OF  LAND  BORDERING  ROADS  WHICH  ARE  PRINCIPALLY  DEVELOPED  FOR 
A WIDE  VARIETY  OF  COMMERCIAL  LAND  USES.  STRIP  DEVELOPMENT 
USUALLY  HAS  SOME,  IF  NOT  ALL,  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  CHARACTERISTICS: 

1.  Overcrowding  of  the  land:  inadequate  building 

SETBACKS  AND  INSUFFICIENT  PARKING  AND  LOADING 
FACILITIES. 

2.  Traffic  congestion  occurs  in  these  areas  because 

A.  A MIXING  OF  BUSINESS  TRAFFIC  WITH  THROUGH 
TRAFFIC 

B.  TOO  MANY  POINTS  OF  ENTRANCE  AND  EXIT 

c.  Excessive  vehicle  turning  movements 

d.  Poor  sight  distance 

e.  Lowered  speed  limits 

f.  Confusion  of  advertising  signs  and  traffic 

CONTROL  SIGNS 

3.  Poor  physical  appearance  of  buildings 

4.  Self-perpetuation  or  a tendency  to  continue  growing 

ALONG  THE  LENGTH  OF  THE  ROAD. 

The  primary  purpose  of  a thoroughfare  is  to  carry 

TRAFFIC  FROM  ONE  POINT  TO  ANOTHER.  THIS  IS  IN  CONTRAST  TO  A 
LOCAL  ACCESS  STREET,  THE  PRIMARY  PURPOSE  OF  WHICH  IS  TO  GIVE 
ACCESS  TO  ABUTTING  PROPERTIES,  In  OTHER  WORDS,  THOROUGHFARES 
ARE  COMMUNITY  SERVING  FACILITIES,  WHEREAS  LOCAL  ACCESS  STREETS 
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SERVE  A MORE  LOCALIZED  GROUP  OF  PROPERTY  OWNERS. 

Considering  the  very  large  investment  of  public  funds  in 

THE  THOROUGHFARE  NETWORK,  THE  COMMUNITY  MUST  DECIDE  WHETHER 
ANY  INDIVIDUAL  PROPERTY  OWNER  HAS  AN  INHERENT  RIGHT  TO  DE- 
VELOP ABUTTING  PROPERTY  IN  SUCH  A WAY  AS  TO  DETRACT  FROM  THE 
EFFECTIVENESS  OF  THE  THOROUGHFARE. 

Strip  commercial  development  detracts  from  the  traffic 

CARRYING  CAPACITY  OF  A THOROUGHFARE.  TURNING  MOVEMENTS  INTO 
AND  OUT  OF  ROADSIDE  BUSINESSES  CONFLICT  WITH  THE  FORWARD  MOVE- 
MENT OF  TRAFFIC.  THIS  CAUSES  SLOWDOWNS  AND  COLLISIONS.  SOME- 
TIMES IT  BECOMES  NECESSARY  TO  ADD  A SPECIAL  TURNING  LANE  OR 
BYPASS  THE  ENTIRE  COMMERCIAL  AREA.  ALL  OF  THIS  AT  A TREMENDOUS 
COST  TO  THE  GENERAL  PUBLIC. 

Treatment  Possibilities 

Only  a few  techniques  are  available  for  improving  con- 
ditions IN  STRIP  COMMERCIAL  AREAS.  THE  REAL  PROBLEM  IN  COM- 
MUNITIES LIES  IN  THE  RELUCTANCE  TO  USE  THESE  TOOLS.  ANY 
REAL  EFFORTS  TO  IMPROVE  STRIP  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT  AND 
PREVENT  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  NEW  ONES  WILL  HAVE  TO  BE  INITIATED 

by  the  Henderson  County  Planning  Board  and  implemented  by 
the  County  Commissioners.  The  following  are  some  alternatives 

AVAILABLE  TO  AID  AND  CONTROL  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT: 

1,  Zoning  --  Zoning  is  the  communities7  most  important 

TOOL  FOR  THE  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  A LAND  USE  PLAN. 

County-wide  application  of  the  Henderson  County  Zoning 
Ordinance  can  be  an  effective  tool  to  correct  some  of  the 
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WORST  EFFECTS  OF  COMMERCIAL  STRIPS  AND  TO  HELP  PLAN  AND  IN 


SOME  CASES  PREVENT  THE  FORMATION  OF  NEW  ONES. 

2.  Guiding  new  development  through  -- 

a.  Subdivision  ordinance  --  this  tool  can  help 

PREVENT  DEVELOPMENT  OF  NEW  COMMERCIAL 
STRIPS  IN  SEVERAL  WAYS.  THE  PRACTICE  OF 
PLOTTING  RESIDENTIAL  STREETS  AND  LOTS  ON  A 
PARCEL  OF  LAND  WHICH  ABUTS  A HIGHWAY,  BUT 
RESERVING  A NARROW  STRIP  OF  LAND  ALONG  THE 
HIGHWAY  FOR  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT  SHOULD 
BE  PROHIBITED.  If  IT  IS  PERMITTED,  THE 
COMMUNITY  MAY  HAVE  LITTLE  CHOICE  BUT  TO 
ZONE  THE  STRIP  FOR  BUSINESS  WHEN  THE  BEST 
USE  MAY  BE  RESIDENTIAL,  SUBDIVISION  REGU- 
LATIONS COULD  ALSO  REQUIRE  BUFFER  ZONES  AND 
LARGE  SETBACKS  ALONG  BUSY  HIGHWAYS  AND 
THOROUGHFARES. 

b.  Sign  control  --  each  merchant  tries  to  outdo 

HIS  NEIGHBOR  BY  PUTTING  UP  A BIGGER  AND 
FLASHIER  SIGN.  THE  RESULT  IS  THAT  NO  INDI- 
VIDUAL SIGN  DOES  A PROPER  JOB  OF  INFORMING 
THE  PUBLIC  BECAUSE  IT  IS  LOST  AMONG  SO  MANY 
OTHERS. 

Aside  from  the  unattractive  appearance 

OF  THESE  SIGNS,  THEY  CAN  BE  A TRAFFIC  HAZARD. 

Traffic  control  signs  can  be  hard  to  see  in 
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SUCH  A CLUSTER,  SOME  SIGNS  ARE  SO  COMPEL- 
LING THAT  THEY  CAN  DISTRACT  A DRIVER ;S 
ATTENTION  WHEN  IT  IS  MOST  NEEDED  ON  THE 

road,  This  is  particularly  true  of  signs 

WITH  MOVING  PARTS  OR  FLASHING  LIGHTS  AND 
IN  AREAS  OF  MIXED  TOURIST  AND  THROUGH 
TRAFFIC, 

The  zoning  ordinance  can  control  the 

SIZE,,  NUMBER,  PLACEMENT  AND  TO  LIMITED  EX- 
TENT, THE  DESIGN  OF  THE  SIGN,  SlGN  CONTROLS 
SHOULD  BE  APPLICABLE  TO  ALL  LAND  USES  THROUGH- 
OUT Henderson  County.  The  zoning  ordinance, 

APPLIED  COUNTY-WIDE,  SHOULD  SPELL  OUT  THE 
SIGN  REGULATIONS  AND  REQUIRE  CONFORMANCE. 

The  pre-existing  sign  which  does  not  conform 

SHOULD  BE  REMOVED  AFTER  A REASONABLE  PERIOD 
OF  TIME,  3 TO  5 YEARS  IS  CUSTOMARILY  ALLOWED. 


Besuiential 

General 

Residences  are  normally  the  largest  users  of  land,  re- 
quiring MORE  DEVELOPMENT  AND  INSTALLATION  OF  FACILITIES  THAN 
ANY  OTHER  LAND  USE. 

When  considering  residential  land  use,  residential  areas 

SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  AS  "NEIGHBORHOODS"  AND  "COMMUNITIES" 
RATHER  THAN  INDIVIDUAL  DEVELOPMENTS.  In  THIS  REGARD,  THE 
THE  NEIGHBORHOOD  WOULD  CONTAIN  DWELLING  UNITS,  CHURCHES  AND 
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PARKS,  WHILE  THE  COMMUNITY  WOULD  CONTAIN  SEVERAL  NEIGHBOR- 
HOODS AND  A WIDER  RANGE  OF  CONVENIENCE  STORES,  SCHOOLS  AND 
PARKS. 

In  planning  neighborhoods,  emphasis  should  be  placed  on 

TYING  FACILITIES  TOGETHER  BY  A SYSTEM  OF  COLLECTOR  STREETS 
AND  WALKWAYS.  NEIGHBORHOODS  MAY  BE  BOUND  BY  MAJOR  THOROUGH- 
FARES, BUT  SHOULD  NEVER  BE  CROSSED  BY  THEM. 

fiU-RAL_$ETTLEMENTS 

Lands  along  public  roads  have  been  developed  as 
"neighborhoods"  or  "rural  settlements"  for  years.  Henderson 
County  has  many  neighborhoods  located  on  most  major  traffic 
arteries,  U.S.  25,  176,  191,  280,  64,  Kanuga  Road  and  North 
and  South  Rugby  Road  all  have  high  concentrations  of  single 

FAMILY  RESIDENCES.  THE  REAL  ESTATE  DEVELOPERS  IN  HENDERSON 

County  estimate  the  average  price  of  a new  home  in  one  of  these 
NEIGHBORHOODS  TO  BE  BETWEEN  $40-43,000.  THE  REGISTER  OF  DEEDS 
Office  has  over  250  subdivisions  recorded,  some  active,  some 

COMPLETED.  THE  COUNTY  SHOULD  CONSIDER  THE  APPLICATION  OF 
SUBDIVISION  GUIDELINES  TO  REGULATE  THE  DIVISION  OF  LAND  IN 
THE  FUTURE. 

TO  PROTECT  PUBLIC  HEALTH,  ALL  BUT  THE  LOWEST  DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL  AREAS  SHOULD  BE  SERVED  BY  PUBLIC  WATER  AND  SEWER. 

For  the  same  reason,  and  to  avoid  property  damage,  land  which 

IS  SUBJECT  TO  FLOODING  SHOULD  NOT  BE  USED  FOR  RESIDENCES, 

The  largest  rural  settlement  in  the  county  is  the  com- 
munity of  Fletcher.  Fletcher  has  a small  but  expanding 
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COMMERCIAL  AREA  ALONG  U.  S.  25  WITH  MOST  OF  THE  RESIDENTIAL 
DEVELOPMENT  CONSISTING  OF  SCATTERED  SINGLE-FAMILY  RESIDENCE. 

Cane  Creek  Industrial  Park,  1-26,  Asheville  Airport  and  con- 
tinued COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT  IN  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY  ALONG  U.  S. 

25  AS  WELL  AS  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  BE  DOMINATE 
FACTORS  IN  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  FLETCHER  AREA  AND  HOOPERS 

Creek  Township, 

Mills  River,  Edneyville,  Tuxedo,  Flat  Rock,  East  Flat 
Rock,  Etowah,  Dana,  Fruitland,  Mountain  Home  and  Naples  are 

OTHER  RURAL  COMMUNITIES  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY.  MOST  OF  THESE 
COMMUNITIES  HAVE  ACTIVE  COMMUNITY  CLUBS  WHICH  ACT  AS  A FOCUS- 
ING POINT  FOR  PROGRAMS,  ACTIVITIES  AND  COMMUNITY  PROJECTS. 

The  large  number  of  subdivisions  and  the  high  average 

COST  OF  A HOME  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  SHOULD  PROMPT  PUBLIC 
OFFICIALS  TO  ENACT  PROTECTIVE  ORDINANCES  SUCH  AS  ADOPTING 

the  North  Carolina  State  Building  Code  and  a county  subdi- 
vision ORDINANCE. 

More  detailed  information  on  housing  will  be  contained 
IN  A HOUSING  STUDY  TO  BE  COMPLETED  IN  JULY,  1977. 

teujE-  Homes. 

Mobile  homes  have  been  used  as  year-round  housing  for 

MORE  THAN  25  YEARS;  HOWEVER,  THEIR  USE  IN  LARGE  NUMBERS  IS 
A RELATIVELY  NEW  PHENOMENON.  MOBILE  HOMES  HAVE  INCREASED  IN 
USE  SO  RAPIDLY  IN  RECENT  YEARS  THEY  HAVE  CREATED  PROBLEMS  FOR 
LOCAL  GOVERNMENTS  AND  LOCAL  HEALTH  DEPARTMENTS.  RECOGNIZING 
THE  FACT  THAT  THEY  REPRESENT  A GOOD  HOUSING  RESOURCE,  AND 
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DESPITE  THE  PROBLEMS  THEY  PRESENT,  MOBILE  HOMES  WILL  BE  WITH 
US  IN  GROWING  NUMBERS  FOR  SOME  TIME  TO  COME,  THIS  SECTION 

of  the  Land  Use  Plan  will  address  the  question  of  how  Hen- 
derson County  can  best  serve  the  residents  of  the  county 

CHOOSING  MOBILE  HOMES  AS  PERMANENT  OR  SEASONAL  HOMES. 

In  this  study  the  mobile  home  is  considered  a factory- 

fabricated  HOUSING  UNIT,  DESIGNED,  ENGINEERED  AND  BUILT  FOR 
USE  AS  A PERMANENT  RESIDENCE.  It  IS  BUILT  ONTO  A STRUCTURAL 
FRAME  OR  CHASSIS  AND  HAS  WHEELS.  GENERALLY  IT  IS  TOWED  BY 
TRUCK  TO  A HOMESITE  WHERE,  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA,  95%  OF  ALL 
MOBILE  HOMES  WILL  REMAIN.  MOST  MOBILE  HOMES  ARE  SOLD  FULLY 
FURNISHED  WITH  BUILT-IN  APPLIANCES  AND  FREE-STANDING  FURNITURE. 

The  single-wide  mobile  home  is  most  common,  but  "double- 

WIDES"  ARE  BECOMING  INCREASINGLY  MORE  POPULAR.  THE  SINGLE 
WIDE  GENERALLY  MEASURES  12  FEET  WIDE  BY  65  FEET  LONG  AND  PRO- 
VIDES APPROXIMATELY  744  SQUARE  FEET  OF  LIVING  SPACE,  DOUBLE” 
WIDES  CONSIST  OF  2 SEPARATE  UNITS  CONNECTED  SIDE  BY  SIDE  TO 
FORM  1 SEPARATE  DWELLING  UNIT,  AVERAGE  SIZE  OF  A DOUBLE- 
WIDE UNIT  IS  24  X 60  FEET  AND  PROVIDES  APPROXIMATELY  1500 
SQUARE  FEET  OF  LIVING  SPACE. 

Tenure  and  Mobility 

Most  mobile  homes  in  Henderson  County  are  owner-occupied. 
There  is  a substantial  proportion  of  rented  units,  about  20% 

OF  THE  TOTAL,  SCATTERED  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY  AND  LOCATED  IN 
PARKS. 

According  to  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Insurance, 
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95%  OF  ALL  MOBILE  HOMES  PURCHASED  IN  NORTH  CAROLINA  NEVER 
MOVE  FROM  THEIR  ORIGINAL  SITE.  MOBILE  HOMES  MOVE  FROM  PARK 
TO  PARK,  BUT  A SUBSTANTIAL  MOVING  COST  IS  INVOLVED. 

The  United  States  population  is  fairly  mobile  and 

NATIONAL  MOBILE  HOME  DATA  SUGGESTS  THAT  MOBILE  HOME  RESIDENTS 
ARE  NO  MORE  TRANSIENT  THAN  OTHER  SINGLE-FAMILY  HOME  OWNERS. 

This  data  indicates  that  mobile  homes  serve  their  occupants 

FOR  ONLY  A SHORT  PERIOD  OF  TIME.  MOBILE  HOMES  APPARENTLY 
SERVE  A CERTAIN  PORTION  OF  THE  TRADITIONAL  RENTAL  HOUSING 
MARKET  AND  HELP  DEFER  SOME  OF  THE  DEMAND  FOR  CONVENTIONAL 
SINGLE-FAMILY  HOUSING. 

SlIE-RENTAL 

Site  rentals  in  mobile  home  parks  in  Henderson  County  are 
IN  A RANGE  BETWEEN  $20  AND  $50  PER  MONTH,  NOT  INCLUDING  HEAT- 
ING FUEL  OR  ELECTRICITY.  THIS  FEE  IN  MOST  CASES  PROVIDES 
ADEQUATE,  NON-LUXURY  SITES  WITH  WATER  AND  SEWER  SERVICE,  AND 
IN  MOST  CASES,  WASTE  COLLECTION. 

Mobile  Home  .Units 

A SUBSTANTIAL  NUMBER  OF  MOBILE  HOMES  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY 
ARE  NEW  UNITS  WHICH  MAY  BE  DESCRIBED  AS  GOOD,  COMPACT  HOUSING. 

New  units  sold  in  North  Carolina  after  September,  197.1,  are 
SUBJECT  TO  THE  STATE  MOBILE  HOME  CONSTRUCTION  CODE.  USE  OF 
THIS  CODE  IS  LIKELY  TO  REDUCE  SAFETY  HAZARDS  ASSOCIATED  WITH 
MOBILE  HOME  LIVING.  THE  SAFE  AND  USEFUL  LIFE  OF  MOBILE  HOME 
UNITS  THAT  COMPLY  WITH  THE  STATE  CODE  IS  ESTIMATED,  BY  THE 
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North  Carolina  Department  of  Insurance,  to  be  20  to  25  years, 

A MINORITY  (BUT  STILL  SIGNIFICANT  NUMBER)  OF  MOBILE  HOMES 

in  Henderson  County  are  older  units  about  which  we  know  very 
little.  Indications  are  that  these  older  units  are  less 

SATISFACTORY  THAN  NEWER  UNITS,  MORE  SUBJECT  TO  FIRES,  AND 
MORE  OF  A MAINTENANCE  PROBLEM  TO  THE  OWNER, 

EARK-S 

A LARGE  PERCENTAGE  OF  MOBILE  HOMES  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY 
ARE  LOCATED  IN  SOME  89  MOBILE  HOME  PARKS  RANGING  FROM  4 TO 
150  RENTAL  SITES,  THERE  APPEARS  TO  BE  AN  ACCELERATING  TREND 
TO  LOCATE  MOBILE  HOMES  IN  PARKS,  BUT  THE  AVAILABILITY  OF 
SUITABLE  LAND  FOR  THESE  PARKS  IS  BECOMING  SCARCE. 

Most  parks  in  the  county  are  small  in  size,  and  by  and 

LARGE  MEET  MINIMUM  HEALTH  STANDARDS,  RELATIVELY  FEW  PARKS 
ACCOMODATE  OVER  50  UNITS  AND  EVEN  FEWER  OFFER  QUALITY  PARK 
AMENITIES, 

Monthly  rentals  range  between  $20  and  $50,  with  $35  most 

FREQUENT.  RETURNS  WITHIN  THIS  RANGE  OFFER  LITTLE  INCENTIVE 
TO  PARK  DEVELOPERS  FOR  INVESTING  IN  ABOVE  AVERAGE  FACILITIES 
AND  SERVICES,  THERE  IS  EVIDENCE  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY  TO 
JUSTIFY  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  REQUIRING  MOBILE  HOME  PARK  DEVELOP- 
MENT STANDARDS  TO  UPGRADE  EXISTING  CONDITIONS,  EMPHASIS 
SHOULD  BE  GIVEN  TO  PROVIDING  ADEQUATE  LOT  SIZES  AND  ENCOURAG- 
ING WATER  AND  SEWER  SYSTEMS  AS  AN  ALTERNATIVE  TO  WELLS  AND 
SEPTIC  TANKS. 
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Location  Standards 

In  June,  1975,  the  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council  con- 
ducted AND  PUBLISHED  A HOUSING  INVENTORY  STUDY  WHICH  INDI- 
CATED THAT  OUT  OF  18,221  DWELLING  UNITS  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY, 
2,695  WERE  MOBILE  HOMES.  APPROXIMATELY  HALF  OF  THESE  UNITS 
WERE  LOCATED  WITHIN  HENDERSONVILLE  TOWNSHIP.  INFORMATION 
OBTAINED  FROM  THE  HENDERSON  COUNTY  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  AND  A 
RECENT  SURVEY  OF  MOBILE  HOME  PARKS  BY  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

and  Planning  Department  indicates  that  the  number  of  mobile 

HOMES  IN  THE  COUNTY  HAS  INCREASED  SIGNIFICANTLY  SINCE  THE 
TIME  OF  THE  HOUSING  SURVEY  BY  LAND-OF-SKY  REGIONAL  COUNCIL. 

Approximately  2,000  mobile  home  units  alone  are  located  in 

SOME  89  MOBILE  HOME  PARKS  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY. 

The  degree  of  concentration  of  mobile  home  units  ranges 

FROM  INDIVIDUAL  UNITS  TO  LARGE  MOBILE  HOME  PARKS  (10  MOBILE 
HOME  PARKS  CONTAIN  50  OR  MORE  UNITS). 

At  the  present  time,  mobile  homes  in  the  unincorporated 
areas  of  Henderson  County  are  controlled  only  by  statewide, 

LOCALLY-ENFORCED  REGULATIONS  REGARDING  WATER  SUPPLY  AND 
SEWAGE  DISPOSAL.  STATEWIDE  REGULATIONS  REGARDING  PLUMBING, 
ELECTRICAL  WIRING  AND  CONSTRUCTION  STANDARDS  MAY  ALSO  BE  EN- 
FORCED LOCALLY,  BUT  HAVE  LITTLE  TO  DO  WITH  MOBILE  HOMES  AS 
LAND  USERS.  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  IS  CHARGED  WITH  INSURING 
THAT  WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  FACILITIES  ARE  ADEQUATE 
TO  PROTECT  PUBLIC  HEALTH.  THIS  NORMALLY  MEANS  THAT  MOBILE 
HOMES  MUST  BE  ON  LOTS  OF  CERTAIN  SIZE,  WHERE  SOILS  ARE  ADE- 
QUATE FOR  SEPTIC  TANK  FIELDS,  AND  THAT  WELLS  ARE  INSTALLED  IN 
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PROPER  RELATIONSHIP  TO  SEPTIC  TANK  FIELDS. 

Mobile  homes,  whether  in  a park  with  a hundred  other 

MOBILE  HOMES,  OR  ON  A SINGLE  LOT  IN  A RURAL  AREA,  ARE  RESI- 
DENTIAL LAND  USES.  The  fact  that  someone  is  renting  out  land 
OR  MOBILE  HOMES  THEMSELVES  AS  A BUSINESS  IS  SUBORDINATE  TO 
THE  FACT  THAT  MOBILE  HOME  DEVELOPMENTS  FUNCTION  MUCH  LIKE 
ANY  OTHER  RESIDENTIAL  NEIGHBORHOOD.  THEY  NEED  RECREATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES,  STREET  LIGHTS,  AND  OTHER  PUBLIC  SERVICES. 

The  density  of  dwelling  units  is  normally  higher  in 

MOBILE  HOME  PARKS  THAN  IN  CONVENTIONAL  SUBDIVISIONS.  MOBILE 
HOMES  APPEAL  TO  SOME  OF  THE  SAME  PEOPLE  WHO  ARE  ATTRACTED  TO 
TOWNHOUSES  AND  GARDEN  APARTMENTS;  YOUNG  COUPLES  WITH  SMALL 
CHILDREN  WHO  ARE  NOT  YET  ABLE  TO  AFFORD  A CONVENTIONAL  HOME, 
RETIRED  PERSONS  WHO  DO  NOT  WANT  THE  RESPONSIBILITIES  OF 
MAINTAINING  A LARGE  HOME  AND  YARD,  AND  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  ARE 
SUBJECT  TO  TRANSFERS  AND  FREQUENT  MOVES. 

Mobile  home  parks  should  be  considered  as  multi-family 

RESIDENTIAL  AREAS  AND  LOCATION  STANDARDS  SIMILAR  TO  THOSE 
USED  FOR  "MEDIUM  DENSITY  AREAS"  SHOULD  APPLY  IN  ZONED  AREAS. 

DEVELOPMENI-ilAND.AR.PS.  FOR  MOB  I.LE.HqM.E_-PaR&£ 

The  central  concern  of  a mobile  home  park  development 

SHOULD  BE  THAT  OF  PROVIDING  A GOOD  RESIDENTIAL  ENVIRONMENT. 

A Mobile  Home  Park  Ordinance  should  be  adopted  and  enforced 
in  Henderson  County  to  insure  at  least  minimal  design  re- 
quirements ARE  MET  BY  THE  DEVELOPER  AND  THAT  THE  OCCUPANT 
OF  THE  MOBILE  HOME  PARK  CAN  EXPECT  A SAFE  AND  HEALTHY  LIVING 
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ENVIRONMENT  FOR  HIMSELF  AND  FAMILY. 

The  ordinance  should  require  minimum  lot  sizes,  spacing 

AND  SETBACKS  TO  INSURE  ADEQUATE  PARKING,  LIGHT,  AIR,  CON- 
STRUCTION OF  STORAGE  FACILITIES,  PATIOS  AND  OTHER  AMENITIES 
THAT  ENCOURAGE  QUALITY  DEVELOPMENTS.  STREET  DESIGN  AND  WATER 
AND  SEWER  REQUIREMENTS  SHOULD  ALSO  BE  CONSIDERED  IN  THE  DE- 
VELOPMENT OF  MOBILE  HOME  PARKS.  STANDARDS  SHOULD  BE  ESTABLISHED 
FOR  DEAD-END  DRIVES.  THESE  MIGHT  INCLUDE  PROVISIONS  FOR  PAVED, 
CIRCULAR  CUL-DE-SACS  OR  VARIATIONS  TO  PROVIDE  ADEQUATE  TURN- 
AROUNDS. Provisions  for  water  and  sewer  connections  to  munici- 
pal SYSTEMS  SHOULD  BE  ENCOURAGED  AND  WHEN  POSSIBLE  SHOULD  BE 
REQUIRED. 

Recreation  space  requirements  should  be  encouraged.  The 

SPACE  REQUIRED  SHOULD  BE  BASED  UPON  THE  NUMBER  OF  UNITS  IN 
THE  MOBILE  HOME  PARK  (OR  PROPOSED  PARK)  THUS  MAKING  THE 
RECREATIONAL  AREA  DIRECTLY  PROPORTIONAL  TO  THE  SIZE  AND 
DENSITY  OF  THE  PARK.  THIS  APPROACH  SEEMS  MORE  REASONABLE  FOR 

Henderson  County  than  basing  the  recreational  area  on  a per- 
centage OF  THE  TOTAL  LAND  AREA  OF  THE  PARK. 

Fire  protection  should  be  subject  to  the  rules  and 

REGULATIONS  OF  THE  FIRE  DISTRICT,  IF  ANY,  IN  WHICH  THE  PARK 

IS  LOCATED.  This  may  involve  the  installation  of  fire  hy- 
drants, ALARMS,  ETC.  It  WOULD  BE  A DESIRABLE  REQUIREMENT  TO 
HAVE  A SMALL  FIRE  EXTINGUISHER  IN  EACH  MOBILE  HOME,  IN  GOOD 
WORKING  CONDITION,  BEFORE  ELECTRICAL  CONNECTIONS  MAY  BE  MADE 
TO  THE  HOME. 

Mobile  home  park  developers  should  provide  anchors  at 
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EACH  MOBILE  HOME  SPACE  FOR  THE  OCCUPANT  TO  TIE  DOWN  THE  MOBILE 
HOME,  A FEW  EXISTING  PARKS  REQUIRE  TIE  DOWNS,  ALL  MOBILE 

homes  in  Henderson  County  should  be  tied  down  for  protection 

OF  THE  OCCUPANT,  FAMILY  AND  NEIGHBORS. 

Location  Standards  for,  I npiy.ip.ual Mobile  Homes 

Individual  mobile  homes  located  outside  a mobile  home 

PARK  ON  INDIVIDUAL  LOTS  ARE  FOUND  THROUGHOUT  HENDERSON  COUNTY, 

They  are  found  sharing  a lot  with  conventional  single  family 

HOMES  AND  IN  RURAL  AREAS  ON  LOTS  BY  THEMSELVES. 

Minimum  lot  sizes  should  be  required  not  only  for  obvious 

HEALTH  REASONS,  BUT  TO  INSURE  ADEQUATE  DISTANCES  BETWEEN 
HOMES  AND  RELATED  STRUCTURES,  OVER-CROWDING  OF  LOTS  SHOULD 
BE  DISCOURAGED.  MINIMUM  SETBACK  FROM  ROADS  AND  DRIVES  SHOULD 
BE  REQUIRED,  MANY  CITIES  AND  COUNTIES  REQUIRE  THE  REMOVAL 
OF  WHEELS  FROM  THE  HOME  AND  CONSTRUCTION  OF  A PERMANENT 
FOUNDATION  BEFORE  ELECTRICAL  CONNECTIONS  ARE  APPROVED,  THE 
STANDARDS  FOR  INDIVIDUAL  MOBILE  HOMES,  AS  FOR  PARKS,  SHOULD 
REQUIRE  TIE-DOWNS  FOR  THE  SAFETY  OF  THE  INDIVIDUALS  LIVING 
IN  THE  MOBILE  HOME  AS  WELL  AS  THE  SAFETY  OF  THEIR  NEIGHBORS. 

The  Federal  Housing  Administration  and  Veterans'  Adminis- 
tration OFFER  FINANCIAL  ASSISTANCE  FOR  THE  DEVELOPMENT  OF 
MOBILE  HOME  PARKS  AND  SUBDIVISIONS  AND  FOR  THE  PURCHASE  OF 
MOBILE  HOMES,  It  IS  IMPORTANT  THAT  LOCAL  ORDINANCES  RECOGNIZE 
FEDERAL  REQUIREMENTS  AND  NOT  REQUIRE  ANYTHING  PROHIBITED  BY 
FEDERAL  REGULATIONS, 
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Hob-ILE  Home  Subdivisions 

Mobile  home  subdivisions  differ  from  mobile  home  parks 

IN  THAT  LOTS  FOR  MOBILE  HOMES  ARE  SOLD  RATHER  THAN  RENTED, 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  no  known  mobile  home  sub- 
divisions in  Henderson  County.  Because  they  are  subdivisions 

IN  THE  LEGAL  SENSE,  MOBILE  HOME  SUBDIVISIONS  WILL  HAVE  TO 
BE  APPROVED  UNDER  THE  HENDERSON  COUNTY  SUBDIVISION  ORDINANCE 
WHEN  ADOPTED. 

Sources: 

North  Carolina  Agricultural  Extension  Service. 

Hendersonville  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Region  B,  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council,  Selected  Industrial 
Sites,  1977. 

Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council  Housing  Inventory,  June,  1975. 
Henderson  County  Health  Department. 

North  Carolina  Department  of  Insurance, 
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CHAPTER  9 

EXISTING  LAND  USE 

Purpose 

The  purpose  of  the  Land  Use  Plan  is  to  provide  a basic 

FRAMEWORK  FOR  THE  GENERAL  GUIDANCE  OF  FUTURE  GROWTH  AND 
RENEWAL. 

Since  it  is  unlikely  that  drastic  changes  in  the 

PRESENT  PHYSICAL  MAKEUP  OF  HENDERSON  COUNTY  WILL  OCCUR,  IT 
IS  NECESSARY  TO  ANALYZE  THE  PRESENT  PHYSICAL  MAKEUP  OF  EXIST- 
ING LAND  USE,  IF  IT  IS  TO  BE  HELD  VALID,  THE  LAND  USE  PLAN 
MUST  TAKE  INTO  CONSIDERATION  THE  EXISTING  LAND  USE  OF  HEN- 
DERSON County  and  adjoining  counties. 

famniiHE  Techniques 

The  Henderson  County  League  of  Women  voters  and  the 
Henderson  County  Board  of  Realtors  in  a cooperative  effort 
with  the  North  Carolina  Office  of  State  Planning,  made  field 
INVESTIGATIONS  DURING  THE  SUMMER  OF  1975  TO  DETERMINE  THE 
LAND  USE  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY.  USING  THESE  FIELD  SURVEYS  AND 
AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHS,  THE  OFFICE  OF  STATE  PLANNING  PREPARED  A 
SERIES  OF  MAPS  FOR  HENDERSON  COUNTY.  AMONG  THE  MAPS  PREPARED 
WAS  EXISTING  LAND  USE. 

Land  was  classified  into  one  of  the  following  cate- 
gories: 

Industrial  - lands  devoted  to  the  production  of  goods 
Residential  - lands  used  for  residential  purposes, 

PRIMARILY  URBAN  AREAS 
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Public  - Semi-public  - lands  used  for  public  buildings 


INCLUDING  CHURCHES,  SCHOOLS,  GOVERNMENTAL 
OFFICES  AND  HOSPITALS 

Rural  settlement  - lands  containing  rural  residential 

DEVELOPMENT,  THESE  AREAS  CONTAIN  EITHER  FEWER 
THAN  500  RESIDENTS  WITH  A ONE  QUARTER  MILE 
AREA  OR  HAVE  AN  AVERAGE  POPULATION  DENSITY  OF 
LESS  THAN  ONE  FAMILY  PER  ACRE 

LOW  INTENSITY  USES  ~ LANDS  USED  FOR  ACTIVITIES  SUCH  AS 
SUMMER  CAMPS,  GOLF  COURSES  AND  PUBLIC  PARKS. 

These  establishments  are  further  divided  into 

THOSE  OPERATED  AS  COMMERCIAL  VENTURES  AND 
THOSE  OPERATED  BY  PUBLIC  OR  QUASI-PUBLIC 
ORGANIZATIONS 

Vegetative  cover  - includes  land  used  for  pastureland, 

CROPLAND,  ORCHARDS,  VARIOUS  TYPES  OF  FORESTS 

Measuring  the  Data 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council 
and  General  Electric  Company  in  Beltsville,  Maryland,  high 

ALTITUDE  AERIAL  PHOTOGRAPHY  WAS  USED  IN  COMPUTING  ACREAGE 
DEVOTED  TO  VARIOUS  LAND  USES. 

The  following  table  is  a summary  of  existing  land  use 
in  Henderson  County. 
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TABLE  37 


LAND  USE  ACREAGE  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY 


Type  of  Use 


No.  of  Acres 


Urban,  non-residential  (commercial. 

Industrial  uses)  1,800 

Low,  Medium  & High  density  residential  9,345 

Transition  1,442 

Developed  open  space  (parks,  playgrounds, 

BALLF I ELDS,  ETC.)  975 

Ponds  & Lakes  825 

Unclassified  Areas  (construction,  bald 

areas)  267 

Forest  Cover  162,306 

Agriculture  64,950 

TOTAL  241,921 
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Use  of  the  Data 

Information  about  the  location  and  quantity  of  land 

USE  IN  THE  COUNTY  WILL  BE  USEFUL  IN  A NUMBER  OF  STUDIES 
AND  ANALYSES.  THE  IMMEDIATE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  STATISTICAL  DATA 
FOR  THE  LAND  USE  PLANNING  PROCESS  IS  TO  PROVIDE  A GUIDE  FOR 
THE  FORMULATION  OF  SPACE  REQUIREMENT  STANDARDS.  By  COMPUT- 
ING THE  EXISTING  RATIO  OF  COMMERCIAL  OR  RESIDENTIAL  LAND  PER 
UNIT  OF  POPULATION,  ASSUMPTIONS  CAN  BE  MADE  REGARDING  THE 
FUTURE  RATIO.  APPLYING  THE  ASSUMED  FUTURE  RATIO  TO  THE 
FUTURE  POPULATION  FIGURES  GIVES  A ROUGH  ESTIMATE  OF  THE 
AMOUNT  OF  COMMERCIAL  OR  RESIDENTIAL  LAND  WHICH  WILL  BE  NEEDED. 

Since  it  is  now  known  how  much  land  is  used  for  each  activity, 

A BETTER  JUDGMENT  CAN  BE  MADE  ABOUT  WHETHER  ADDITIONAL  LAND 
SHOULD  BE  ZONED  FOR  ANY  PARTICULAR  ACTIVITY  IN  THE  VICINITY. 

Commercial 

Commercial  enterprises  outside  the  City  of  Henderson- 
ville's JURISDICTION  ARE  SCATTERED  ALONG  MAJOR  AND  SECONDARY 

ROADS.  The  majority  of  these  land  users  are  convenience  gas 

AND  GROCERY  OPERATIONS  SERVING  THE  CITIZENS  OF  A PARTICULAR 

community.  Those  located  along  major  commuter  routes  may 

SERVE  THE  TRAVELING  PUBLIC  OR  OFFER  SPECIALITIES  OF  SOME 
TYPE  THAT  ATTRACT  REGIONAL  SHOPPERS  AS  WELL  AS  TOURISTS. 

These  operations  may  cause  the  community  problems  by  pro- 
viding POOR  ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS,  LOCATING  TOO  CLOSE  TO  THE 
ROAD,  POOR  PARKING  AND  CLUTTERED  SIGNS.  ALL  ARE  POTENTIAL 
TRAFFIC  HAZARDS. 
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Rural  Settlement 

The  largest  rural  settlement  in  Henderson  County  is 

THE  COMMUNITY  OF  FLETCHER.  FLETCHER  CONSISTS  OF  COMMERCIAL 
LAND  USES  ALONG  U.S.  25  AND  SCATTERED  SINGLE-FAMILY  HOUSING, 
Other  rural  settlements  (communitites)  are  Tuxedo,  Mills 
River,  Etowah,  Dana,  Fruitland,  Edneyville,  Bat  Cave,  Gerton, 
Mountain  Home,  Naples,  Flat  Rock,  East  Flat  Rock,  Horse  Shoe, 
Balfour,  Zirconia  and  areas  such  as  Rugby  Road  North  and 
South,  because  of  the  many  subdivisions,  The  problems  rural 

SETTLEMENTS  MAY  CAUSE  FOR  THE  COMMUNITY  ARE  IMPROPER  DEVELOP- 
MENT PRACTICES  WHICH  LEAD  TO  EROSION  PROBLEMS,  SEDIMENTATION 
OF  STREAMS,  INADEQUATE  PRIVATE  ROADS  AND  LIMITATIONS  ON  WATER 
AND  SEWER  DELIVERY. 


The  LARGEST  INDUSTRIAL  AREA  IN  THE  PLANNING  JURISDICTION 

of  Henderson  County  is  Cane  Creek  Industrial  Park  in  Hoopers 
Creek  Township  near  Fletcher,  Steelcase,  Eaton,  Blue  Ridge 
Rubber  Company,  White  Trucking  and  Piedmont  Interstate  Ware- 
house ARE  PRESENTLY  LOCATED  AT  THE  PARK,  WESTERN  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Warehousing,  Dia-com,  Putusch,  Cranston  Print  Works,  and 
Carolina  Log  Homes  are  located  nearby,  The  largest  single 

INDUSTRIAL  PLANT  IS  THE  GENERAL  ELECTRIC  COMPANY  LOCATED  ON 

U.S,  176  near  East  Flat  Rock,  The  J.  P,  Stevens  Company  is 

LOCATED  AT  TUXEDO  AND  BERKELY  MlLLS  AT  BALFOUR.  HENDERSON 

County  has  no  serious  pollution  problems  as  a result  of  its 
industries,  The  Hendersonville  Chamber  of  Commerce  has  served 
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THE  CITIZENS  OF  HENDERSON  COUNTY  WELL  BY  SCREENING  POTENTIAL 
INDUSTRIAL  LOCATERS  AND  ENCOURAGING  ONLY  LIGHT,  CLEAN  IN- 
DUSTRY. Hopefully  this  policy  will  continue. 

Public  and  Quasi-Public 

Outside  the  incorporated  area  of  Hendersonville,  little 

LAND  IS  OCCUPIED  BY  THIS  LAND  USE.  SCHOOL  SITES  AND  CHURCHES 
ARE  SCATTERED  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY.  ONE  HOSPITAL,  MOUNTAIN 

Sanitarium,  is  located  near  Naples;  the  Fruitland  Baptist 
Bible  Institute  at  Fruitland  and  the  Animal  Diagnostic  Center 

LOCATED  NEAR  THE  ASHEVILLE  AlRPORT  ARE  THE  MAJOR  LAND  USERS 
IN  THIS  CATEGORY. 

Lqm-Iktensity  Uses 

This  group  of  land  users  consists  of  golf  courses, 

SUMMER  CAMPS,  PARKS  AND  RECREATIONAL  AREAS.  THESE  TYPES  OF 
LAND  USES  ARE  GENERALLY  AN  ASSET  TO  THE  COUNTY. 

The  remainder  of  the  land  users  on  the  Existing  Land 
Use  Map  are  forest  lands  and  agricultural  uses.  These  land 

USES  ARE  ALSO  AN  ASSET  TO  THE  COUNTY  AND  CAUSE  NO  SIGNIFICANT 
PROBLEMS. 

RES.ID.ENTTA.L 

This  category  occurs  only  in  developed  urban  areas  such 
as  Hendersonville  and  Laurel  Park.  (By  definition  these  areas 

CONTAIN  MORE  THAN  500  RESIDENTS  PER  SQUARE  MILE  OR  HAVE  AN 
AVERAGE  POPULATION  DENSITY  OF  MORE  THAN  ONE  FAMILY  PER  ACRE.) 
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TABLE  38 

POPULATION  DENSITY  AND  ACREAGE 
TOWNSHIPS,  HENDERSON  COUNTY 

1976  People  per 


Township 

Acres 

Population 

Square 

Crab  Creek 

26,457 

1,480 

24 

Edneyville 

32,702 

2,120 

32 

Green  River 

37,783 

2,300 

35 

Mills  River 

50,100 

4,440 

53 

Blue  Ridge 

24,316 

3,880 

84 

Clear  Creek 

10,395 

1,950 

117 

Hoopers  Creek 

18,880 

4,000 

129 

Hendersonville 

41,287 

27,030 

388 

Source:  Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council  Land  Cover  Inventory, 
Final  Report,  November  11,  1976. 
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Summary 

Much  of  Henderson  County  still  remains  forested  and  un- 
developed. The  urban/residential  development  is  concentrated 
in  the  City  of  Hendersonville  and  Laurel  Park.  Industrial 

AND  COMMERCIAL  OPERATIONS  ARE  SCATTERED  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY 

with  Hoopers  Creek  Township  containing  the  majority  of  in- 
dustrial land  uses.  Fletcher  is  the  largest  community,  with 

MANY  OTHERS  LOCATED  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY. 
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A MAP  OF  EXISTING  LAND  USE  FOR  HENDERSON  COUNTY  IS  FOUND  ON  THE  BACK 

COVER  OF  THIS  STUDY 
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CHAPTER  10 

FUTURE  LAND  USE 


General 

If  the  land  use  plan  is  going  to  be  anything  more  than 
"just  another  study/7  the  words  and  maps  must  be  transferred 

FROM  PAPER  TO  THE  LAND  IN  HENDERSON  COUNTY.  MANY  TOOLS  ARE 

available  to  Henderson  County  for  implementing  the  land  use 
plan.  In  doing  so,  a number  of  regulatory  codes  and  policies 

WILL  HAVE  TO  BE  ADOPTED.  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  CODES  HAVE  BEEN 
DISCUSSED  BRIEFLY  IN  OTHER  CHAPTERS.  SOME  OF  THESE  CODES 
AND  REGULATORY  POLICIES  FALL  INTO  A GENERAL  CATEGORY  OF  PUBLIC 
POLICY  SUCH  AS  UTILITY  EXTENSION  AND  TAXING.  OTHERS  ARE  MORE 
REGULATORY  CODES  SUCH  AS  ZONING  AND  BUILDING  CODES.  A DE- 
SCRIPTION OF  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  REGULATORY  AND  PUBLIC  POLICY 
MEASURES  ARE  DESCRIBED  BELOW: 

Subdivision  Regulations:  require  the  developer  to  sub- 
mit SUBDIVISION  PLANS  TO  THE  COUNTY  FOR  REVIEW  AND 

approval.  This  process  makes  it  possible  for  streets 

TO  BE  LAID  OUT  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THOROUGHFARE  PLANS. 

Adequate  provisions  for  water  and  sewer  can  be  assured. 

In  general,  subdivision  regulations  enable  the  county 

TO  FIT  THE  DEVELOPMENT  INTO  A COORDINATED  DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN. 

Zoning:  Many  people  regard  zoning  as  a means  of 
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CONTROLING  A NUISANCE,  HOWEVER,  THE  PRIMARY  PURPOSE 
OF  ZONING  IS  TO  BRING  ABOUT  AN  ORDERLY  PATTERN  OF 

land  use.  Zoning  specifically  defines  the  purpose 

OF  EACH  DISTRICT  AND  PROHIBITS  FUTURE  USES  THAT  DO 
NOT  CONFORM  TO  THE  INTENT  OF  THE  ZONING  IN  THAT 
DISTRICT, 

Utility  Extension  Policy;  should  contain  provisions 

FOR  EXTENDING  UTILITIES  SUCH  AS  WATER  AND  SEWER. 

When  utilities  are  offered  to  certain  sections  of 

THE  COUNTY,  THE  LAND  BECOMES  MORE  DESIRABLE  FOR 
DEVELOPMENT,  EXTENSIONS  OF  UTILITIES  SHOULD  BE 
COORDINATED  WITH  THE  INFORMATION  PRESENTED  IN  THE 
LAND  USE  PLAN. 

Nobile  Home  Park  Ordinance:  may  be  adopted  as  a 

SEPARATE  ORDINANCE  OR  CONTAINED  IN  A ZONING  ORDINANCE. 

Minimum  lot  size,  tie-downs,  solid  waste  disposal, 

WATER  AND  SEWER  AND  PARKING  ARE  MAJOR  CONCERNS  OF 
THIS  ORDINANCE, 

Code  Enforcement:  is  concerned  with  protecting  people 

FROM  THE  HAZARDS  OF  UNSOUND  BUILDING,  THESE  CODES 
ARE  UNIFORM  IN  CHARACTER  AND  SHOULD  BE  APPLIED  TO 
THE  ENTIRE  COUNTY.  BUILDING,  PLUMBING  AND  ELECTRICAL 

Codes  of  the  North  Carolina  Department  of  Insurance 

SHOULD  BE  ENFORCED  IN  ALL  OF  HENDERSON  COUNTY  AS 
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CODES  HELP  ELIMINATE  BLIGHTED  STRUCTURES  AND  MAIN- 
TAIN THE  QUALITY  OF  RESIDENTIAL  AND  COMMERCIAL 
STRUCTURES. 

Definitions 

The  following  system  of  land  classification  has  been 

DEVELOPED  TO  MAKE  DISCUSSIONS  OF  LAND  USE  PATTERNS  UNIFORM: 

Developed:  Land  currently  developed  for  urban 

PURPOSES  AND  PROVIDED  WITH  USUAL  MUNICIPAL  SERVICES 
INCLUDING  AT  LEAST  PUBLIC  WATER,  SEWER,  AND  RECRE- 
ATIONAL FACILITIES  AND  POLICE  AND  FIRE  PROTECTION. 

Transition:  Lands  currently  developed  for  urban 

SERVICES,  AND  SUCH  ADDITIONAL  LANDS  AS  ARE  NECESSARY 
TO  ACCOMMODATE  THE  URBAN  POPULATION  AND  ECONOMIC 
GROWTH  ANTICIPATED  WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  AT  AN  AVERAGE 
DENSITY  OF  2000  PERSONS  PER  SQUARE  MILE  OVER  A 10 
YEAR  PERIOD.  THESE  ADDITIONAL  LANDS  SHOULD  BE  SERVED 
BY  PUBLIC  WATER,  SEWER,  AND  OTHER  URBAN  SERVICES  IN- 
CLUDING PUBLIC  STREETS,  AND  SHOULD  BE  GENERALLY  FREE 
OF  SEVERE  PHYSICAL  LIMITATIONS  FOR  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT. 

Community:  Areas  within  the  county  characterized 

BY  A MIXTURE  OF  URBAN  LAND  USES,  INCLUDING  AT  LEAST 
RESIDENTIAL  AND  COMMERCIAL,  AND  THAT  HAVE  HISTORICALLY 
BEEN  A FOCUS  OF  CLUSTERED  RURAL  SETTLEMENT;  OR  AREAS 
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IDENTIFIED  BY  THE  COUNTY  AS  NECESSARY  TO  HELP  MEET 
HOUSING  NEEDS  AND  LIMITED  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT 
OVER  THE  PLANNING  PERIOD,  AND  ARE  SUITABLE  AND 
APPROPRIATE  FOR  CLUSTERED  RURAL  DEVELOPMENT  AT 
DENSITY  APPROPRIATE  FOR  PUBLIC  WATER  SERVICE  BUT 
NOT  REQUIRING  PUBLIC  SEWER  SERVICE. 

Mixed  Rural:  Lands  currently  committed  to  rural 

SETTLEMENT  AND  OTHER  LANDS  THAT  MIGHT  BE  DEVELOPED 
TO  HELP  MEET  FUTURE  NEEDS  AT  RURAL  SETTLEMENT  DEN- 
SITIES WITHOUT  REQUIRING  PUBLIC  WATER  OR  SEWER  SER- 
VICE. These  lands  meet  future  needs  for  housing  at 

LOW  DENSITY,  FOR  PUBLIC  FACILITIES  NECESSARY  TO  PRO- 
VIDE ESSENTIAL  SERVICES  TO  DEVELOPED  OR  TRANSITION 
LANDS,  OR  TO  AN  EXTENSIVE  RURAL  POPULATION,  AND  FOR 
LIMITED  COMMERCIAL  DEVELOPMENT  TO  SERVE  THE  TRAVELING 
PUBLIC  AND  RURAL  POPULATIONS. 

Key  Industrial  Sites:  Lands  currently  committed  to 

MAJOR  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT,  BUT  LOCATED  OUTSIDE 

of  Developed  or  Transition  lands.  These  locations 

SHOULD  BE  ADEQUATE  IN  SIZE  FOR  FUTURE  INDUSTRIAL 
GROWTH  AND  SHOULD  BE  ECONOMICALLY  FEASIBLE  TO  DE- 
VELOP WITHOUT  SERIOUS  DAMAGE  TO  THE  ENVIRONMENT. 

Rural  Resource:  Lands  identified  as  appropriate 

LOCATIONS  FOR  NATURAL  RESOURCE  MANAGEMENT  AND  ALLIED 


171 


USES.,  LANDS  WITH  HIGH  POTENTIAL  AS  COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURE,  FORESTRY  OR  MINERAL  EXTRACTION; 

LANDS  WITH  ONE  OR  MORE  LIMITATIONS  THAT  WOULD 
MAKE  DEVELOPMENT  COSTLY  AND  HAZARDOUS;  AND  LANDS 
CONTAINING  IRREPLACEABLE,  LIMITED,  OR  SIGNIFICANT 
NATURAL,  RECREATIONAL,  OR  SCENIC  RESOURCES. 

Conservation:  Lands  that  are  unique,  fragile,  or 

HAZARDOUS  FOR  DEVELOPMENT,  NECESSARY  WILDLIFE 
HABITATS,  PUBLICLY  OWNED  WATERSHEDS,  LARGE  UNDEVELOP- 
ED TRACTS  OF  FOREST  WITH  LIMITED  ACCESS,  LAND  WITH 
ONE  OR  MORE  CHARACTERISTICS  WHICH  WOULD  MAKE  DE- 
VELOPMENT UNWISE,  LANDS  PROVIDING  SIGNIFICANT 
RECHARGE  TO  GROUND  WATER,  AND  LANDS  WHICH  CONTAIN 
SIGNIFICANT  NATURAL,  SCENIC,  OR  RECREATIONAL 
RESOURCES  . 

1985  Land  Use 


Lands  currently  developed  with 

URBAN  SERVICES,  SUCH  AS  WATER  AND  SEWER  ARE  WITHIN 
THE  CORPORATE  LIMITS  OF  THE  ClTY  OF  HENDERSONVILLE. 


Transition  1985:  Lands  near  the  City  of  Henderson- 
ville and  the  Town  of  Laurel  Park  outside  the  one 

MILE  TERRITORIAL  JURISDICTION  OF  HENDERSONVILLE 
HAVE  BEEN  CLASSIFIED  TRANSITION.  THESE  AREAS  ARE 
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SERVED  OR  WILL  BE  SERVED  BY  PUBLIC  WATER  AND  SEWER 
DURING  THE  10  YEAR  PLANNING  PERIOD. 

Community  1985:  The  Community  of  Fletcher  is  the 

ONLY  COMMUNITY  IN  THE  COUNTY  THAT  HAS  EXISTING 
PUBLIC  WATER  AND  HAS  PLANNED  SEWER  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
NEAR  FUTURE.  FLETCHER  WILL  CONTINUE  TO  GROW  NORTH 
ALONG  U.S.  25  TOWARD  BUNCOMBE  COUNTY  AND  SOUTH 
toward  Mud  Creek.  The  Asheville  Airport  and  Inter- 
state 26  ARE  IMPORTANT  FACTORS  INFLUENCING  GROWTH 
PATTERNS  IN  FLETCHER. 

Mixed  Rural  1985:  Edneyville,  Mills  River,  Dana, 
Fruitland,  Bat  Cave,  Gerton,  Horse  Shoe,  Etowah, 

Tuxedo,  and  Zirconia  will  be  included  in  this 

CATEGORY.  SOME  AREAS  MAY  BE  MORE  RESIDENTIAL  OR 
MORE  COMMERCIAL  THAN  OTHERS,  BUT  IN  GENERAL  THEY 
ALL  HAVE  THE  SAME  PHYSICAL  DEVELOPMENT  CHARACTERISTICS. 

Key  Industrial  Sites  1985:  Major  industrial  plants 
such  as  General  Electric  and  Berkely  Mills  along  with 

LARGE  SITES  LIKE  CANE  CREEK  INDUSTRIAL  PARK  ARE 
CLASSIFIED  AS  KEY  INDUSTRIAL  SITES.  CURRENT  AND 
FUTURE  INDUSTRIAL  SITES  ARE  IDENTIFIED  IN  A SEPARATE 
DOCUMENT. 

Rural  Resource  1985:  Lands  classified  rural  resource 
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ARE  MAINLY  FLOODPLAINS  ALONG  THE  FRENCH  BROAD 

River  and  its  major  tributaries  along  with  agri- 
cultural LAND  LOCATED  IN  THE  MILLS  RlVER  AND 
French  Broad  River  valleys. 

Conservation  1985:  Pisgah  National  Forest,  Holmes 
State  Park  and  the  Green  River  Wildlife  Management 
Area  are  major  land  users  in  this  category.  Large 

TRACTS  OF  LAND  IN  PRIVATE  OWNERSHIP  SUCH  AS  DUKE 

Power  and  E.  I,  DuPont  have  also  been  classified 

CONSERVATION.  AREAS  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN  ARE 
IDENTIFIED  IN  A SEPARATE  SECTION. 

Eecommenpaii-QNS  fqr  .Implementation 

The  Henderson  County  Land  Use  Plan  suggests  certain 

CODES  AND  ORDINANCES  AS  A MEANS  FOR  CORRECTING  EXISTING  AND 
PREVENTING  FUTURE  PROBLEMS  OF  LAND  USE.  THE  FOLLOWING  REC- 
COMENDATIONS  ARE  DESIGNED  TO  IMPLEMENT  THE  LAND  USE  PLAN 
UTILIZING  THE  MOST  APPROPRIATE  TOOL  AVAILABLE  TO  NORTH 

Carolina  counties  today. 

1.  The  Henderson  County  Board  of  Commissioners 

SHOULD  FORMALLY  ADOPT  THE  LAND  USE  PLAN  AS  AN  OFFICIAL 
COUNTY  PLANNING  DOCUMENT.  DECISIONS  BASED  ON  LAND 
USE  SHOULD  BE  WEIGHED  IN  LIGHT  OF  INFORMATION  AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS  PRESENTED  IN  THE  DOCUMENT. 
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2,  The  Henderson  County  Board  of  Commissioners 

SHOULD  BEGIN  COUNTY-WIDE  ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  NORTH 

Carolina  Building  and  Plumbing  Code  with  stronger 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  THE  ELECTRICAL  CODE , A JOINT  DEPART- 
MENT OF  INSPECTIONS  BETWEEN  THE  ClTY  AND  COUNTY 
SHOULD  BE  ESTABLISHED  TO  ENFORCE  APPLICABLE  CODES, 

3,  A COUNTY-WIDE  SUBDIVISION  ORDINANCE  AND  EROSION 
CONTROL  AND  SEDIMENTATION  ORDINANCE  SHOULD  BE 
ADOPTED  AND  ENFORCED.  THESE  ORDINANCES  SHOULD  BE 
INCORPORATED  INTO  A JOINT  INSPECTIONS  DEPARTMENT, 

A,  A COUNTY-WIDE  MOBILE  HOME  PARK  ORDINANCE  SHOULD 
BE  ADOPTED  AND  ENFORCED,  THE  ORDINANCE  ENFORCED 
BY  THE  JOINT  DEPARTMENT  OF  INSPECTIONS  WOULD  BE 
CONCERNED  WITH  WATER  AND  SEWER,  LOT  SIZES,  TIE- 
DOWNS AND  ROADS. 

5,  Henderson  County  and  the  City  of  Hendersonville 

SHOULD  DEVELOP  A UTILITY  EXTENSION  POLICY  WHICH  IS 
CLOSELY  RELATED  TO  LAND  USE  PLANS. 

6.  Henderson  County  Commissioners  should  amend  and 

EXPAND  THE  EXISTING  ZONING  ORDINANCE  IN  ORDER  THAT 

all  of  Henderson  County  might  have  zoning  protection. 
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Limitations 

The  Land  Use  Plan  for  Henderson  County  was  prepared 

UNDER  THE  RESTRAINT  OF  PRESENT  DAY  KNOWLEDGE  ABOUT  EXISTING 
CONDITIONS  AND  UNDER  THE  ASSUMPTION  THAT  NO  MAJOR  BREAK- 
THROUGH IN  UTILITIES,  TRANSPORTATION  AND  RECREATION  TECH- 
NOLOGY OCCUR  DURING  THE  NEXT  FEW  YEARS. 

A PLAN  WHICH  IS  LOGICAL  TODAY  MAY  BE  OUTMODED  IN  JUST 
A FEW  YEARS.  THE  SUGGESTIONS  MADE  IN  THIS  PLAN  SHOULD  BE 
INTEGRATED  INTO  AN  ON-GOING  PLANNING  PROCESS  THAT  REVIEWS 
AND  AMENDS  THE  PLAN  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME.  PLANNING  SHOULD  BE 
A PROCESS  OF  CONTINUALLY  UPDATING  AND  REVIEWING  GOALS  AND 
OBJECTIVES  IN  THE  LIGHT  OF  NEW  TECHNOLOGY,  NEW  GOVERNMENTAL 
STRUCTURES,  CHANGING  SOCIAL  PHILOSOPHIES  AND  MANY  OTHER 
HUMAN  FACTORS. 

The  plan  represents  goals  and  desires  that  are  very 

VALID  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME.  We  SHOULD  STRIVE  FOR  THESE  GOALS 
UNTIL  THEY  ARE  ATTAINED.  If  THEY  ARE  TO  BE  REACHED,  EVERY 
PUBLIC  DECISION  SHOULD  BE  EVALUATED  IN  THE  LIGHT  OF  THE  PLAN 
WHICH  REPRESENTS  THE  COMMUNITY ; S GOALS. 


176 


177 


CHAPTER  11 

AREAS  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN 


An  area  of  environmental  concern  for  purposes  of  this 

LAND  USE  PLAN  ARE  THOSE  LANDS  THAT  HAVE  A DELICATE  ENVIRON- 
MENTAL BALANCE  SUCH  AS  PLANT  AND  WILDLIFE  COMMUNITIES  OR 
NATURAL  AND  SCENIC  LANDMARKS  SUCH  AS  ROCK  OUTCROPS,  RIVER 
GORGES  AND  WATERFALLS.  THE  SOUTHERN  HIGHLANDS  MOUNTAIN  RE- 
SOURCES Management  Plan  has  identified  66  areas  of  environ- 
mental concern  in  Henderson  County.  They  are  identified  on 

THE  MAP  ENTITLED,  "AREAS  OF  ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERN"  AND  A 
DESCRIPTION  OF  EACH  AREA  IS  CONTAINED  IN  TABLE  38, 

TABLE  38 

EVALUATIONS  OF  NATURAL  AREAS 
SOUTHERN  HIGHLANDS  RECREATION  STUDY,  1974 

1.  Little  Pisgah  Mountain  - Northern  red  oak  and  grass  com- 
munity. Other  high  elevations  species  uncommon  to  area: 
Dunsmore  Mountain  Quadrangle:  20  acres. 

2.  Stoney  Bald  - Rare  yellow  lady  slipper  (Cypripedium  cal- 

CEOLUS . VAR.  PUBESCENS)  IS  WELL  DEVELOPED  HERE:  DUNSMORE 

Mountain  Quadrangle:  80  acres. 

3.  South  Fork  Mills  Primitive  Area  - Plant  and  animal  habi- 
tat; DESIGNATED  WILDERNESS  AREA  BY  USFS.  PlSGAH  FOREST 
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Quadrangle:  1,800  acres. 


4.  South  Fork  Mills  River  - Island  - Flood  area;  succes- 
SIONAL  PLANT  COMMUNITY.  SKYLAND  QUADRANGLE.  15  ACRES. 

5.  Forge  Mountain.  Oxbow  and  Swamp  - Rare  geological  feature 
here,  Habitat  not  very  common.  Unsampled.  Skyland 
Quadrangle.  40  acres. 

6.  Mills  River  Swamp  - Unvisited.  This  habitat  is  becoming 

VERY  RARE  AS  LANDS  ARE  DRAINED  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES. 

Skyland  Quadrangle.  20  acres. 

7.  Mills  River  Oxbow  and  Swamp  -rare  geological  feature  for 

THIS  REGION  AND  HABITAT  OF  DIMINISHING  PLANT  AND  ANIMAL 

species.  Skyland  Quadrangle.  30  acres. 

8.  Buck  Shoals  - Habitat  of  benthic  river  species  such  as 
PODOSTEMUM  CERATOPHYLLUM . SKYLAND  QUADRANGLE,  20  ACRES. 

9.  Fanning  Bridge  Swamp  - Habitat  of  rapidly  diminishing 
PLANT  AND  ANIMAL  SPECIES.  SKYLAND  QUADRANGLE.  15  ACRES. 

10.  Huckleberry  Mountain  Outcrops  - Unvisited.  Outcrops 

USUALLY  HAVE  UNCOMMON  PLANT  COMMUNITIES.  FRUITLAND 

Quadrangle,  40  acres. 
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11.  Piney  Mountain  Cliffs  - Not  very  common  ferns  in  crevices. 
Fruitland  Quadrangle.  80  acres. 

12.  Bald  Top  Mountain  Outcrops  - Good  development  of  Carolina 

HEMLOCK  (TsUGA  CAROLINIANA)  AND  OTHER  OUTCROP  SPECIES. 

Research  site  for  Southern  Highlands  outcrop  studies. 
Fruitland  Quadrangle.  200  acres. 

13.  Kyles  Creek  Outcrops  - Scenic.  Outcrops  usually  have 

UNCOMMON  PLANT  COMMUNITIES.  FRUITLAND  QUADRANGLE.  10 
ACRES. 

14.  Bank  Mountain  Outcrops  - Unvisited.  Outcrops  usually  have 

UNCOMMON  PLANT  COMMUNITIES.  FRUITLAND  QUADRANGLE.  85 
ACRES. 

15.  Hooper  Creek  Gorge  - Unvisited.  Steep  northern  exposure 

INDICATIVE  OF  IMPORTANT  PLANT  COMMUNITIES.  FRUITLAND 

Quadrangle.  380  acres. 

16.  Bearwallow  Mountain  Cliffs  - Outcrops  usually  have 

UNCOMMON  PLANT  COMMUNITIES.  FRUITLAND  QUADRANGLE.  10 
ACRES. 

17.  Puncheon  Camp  Creek  Falls  - Scenic.  Vittahia  sp.  and 
others.  Fruitland  Quadrangle.  10  acres. 
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18.  Pittillo  Bog  - Woodland  bog  containing  uncommon  bog 
species  as  Qrontium  aquaticum,  Sarracenia  purpurea,  etc. 
Fruitland  Quadrangle,  10  acres, 

19.  Azalea  Woodland  - Population  of  Rhododendron  nudiflorum 
(pink  azalea  with  mutant  forms  from  white  to  purplish 
colors),  Fruitland  Quadrangle.  10  acres, 

20.  Bearwallow  Mountain  Bald  - Grass  bald,  pastured.  Bat 
Cave  Quadrangle,  400  acres. 

21.  Little  Bearwallow  MqumajjiIIdjcrqp  - Unvisited.  Outcrops 

USUALLY  HAVE  UNCOMMON  PLANT  COMMUNITIES.  BAT  CAVE 

Quadrangle,  300  acres. 

22.  Hickorynut  Gorge  - Rugged  terrain  with  natural  area 

FEATURES  INCLUDING  CLIFFS,  RAPIDS,  SHOALS,  WILDLIFE,  ETC, 

Equisetum  hyemale  and  Asimin  triloba  occurs  in  Reedy 
Patch  (Edney  Inn  Road),  Bat  Cave  Quadrangle.  9,280  acres. 

23.  Bead  and  Lace  Falls  - Unvisited,  Possible  location  for 
UNCOMMON  PLANTS,  BAT  CAVE  QUADRANGLE,  45  ACRES. 

24.  Burntshirt  Mountain  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Outcrops 

USUALLY  HAVE  UNCOMMON  PLANT  COMMUNITIES,  BAT  CAVE 

Quadrangle,  150  acres, 
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25.  Toms  Falls  - Possible  location  for  uncommon  plants,  Bat 
Cave  Quadrangle.  10  acres. 

26.  Camp  Minnehaha  Falls  - Possible  location  for  uncommon 
plants.  Bat  Cave  Quadrangle.  10  acres. 

27.  Cascades  of  Grassy  Creek  - Scenic;  trout  water.  Bat 
Cave  Quadrangle.  60  acres. 

28.  Bald  Mountain  Outcrops  - Steep  cliffs  bordering  gorge. 
Unvisited.  Bat  Cave  Quadrangle.  180  acres, 

29.  Rich  Mountain  Outcrops  - Steep  cliffs  bordering  gorge. 
Bat  Cave  Quadrangle.  200  acres. 

30.  Stoney  Mountain  Outcrops  - Steep  cliffs  bordering  gorge. 
Bat  Cave-Hendersonville  Quadrangles.  50  acres. 

31.  Cloven  Cliffs  - Steep  cliffs  bordering  gorge,  Bat  Cave 
Quadrangle.  60  acres. 

32.  Raven  Cliffs  - Steep  cliffs  bordering  gorge,  Probably 

NOT  PRESENTLY  INHABITED  BY  RAVENS.  BAT  CAVE  QUADRANGLE. 
110  ACRES. 

33.  Fork  Mountain  Outcrops  - Steep  cliffs  bordering  gorge. 
Bat  Cave  Quadrangle.  90  acres, 
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34,  Bald  Rock  Outcrops  - Site  of  rare  plant  species,  as  Asplen- 
im  P. LNNAT.I F I D.UJM • S.EDUM  TELPJllO j_DES,  IalINUM  IER.EILFO.U U_M; 
etc.  Also  research  site,  Bat  Cave-Standingstone  Mountain 
Quadrangles,  130  acres. 

35,  Hog  Rock  Cove  and  Outcrop  - Steep,  rugged  area,  Unexplored 
BOTANICALLY.  BAT  CAVE  QUADRANGLE,  10  ACRES, 

36,  Pilot  Mountain  - Rather  unique  and  prominent  ridge,  Unex- 
plored, Reported  to  be  archeological  site.  Cliffield 
Mountain  Quadrangle.  40  acres. 

37,  Hungry  River  Gorge  - Unexplored.  Rugged  natural  area, 
Cliffield  Mountain  Quadrangle,  3,900  acres. 

38,  Green  River  Gorge  - Unvisited.  Contact  Dr.  Jim  Harden  at 
N,  C,  State  University  for  details,  Cliffield  Mountain- 
Hendersonville-Zirconia  Quadrangles,  2,510  acres, 

39,  The  Narrows  - Outcrops  - very  rugged  gorge  area.  Contact 
Dr,  Jim  Harden  for  details,  Cliffield  Mountain  Quadrangle, 
30  ACRES. 

40,  The  Narrows  - Shoals  - Very  rugged  gorge  area,  Contact 
Dr,  Jim  Harden  for  details,  Cliffield  Mountain  Quadrangle. 
25  ACRES, 
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41.  Osceola  Lake  Swamp  - Unexplored,  Old  lake  with  swamp  form- 
ing IN  FILL  AREA,  HENDERSONVILLE  QUADRANGLE,  10  ACRES. 

42.  Highland  Lake  Swamp  - Old  lake  with  swamp  forming  in 
FILL  AREA.  HENDERSONVILLE  QUADRANGLE.  10  ACRES. 

43.  East  Flat  Rock  Bogs  - Site  of  extremely  rare  plants  here 

AND  BEING  SEVERELY  DISRUPTED  BY  VARIOUS  PEOPLE.  SlTE  OF 
RARE  PLANTS  AS  GAL£  PALUSTRIS,  SALIX  CAEREA;  WqQEMRULA 
VIRGINICA,  ETC,  IMMEDIATE  ATTENTION  IS  IMPERATIVE  IF  SOME 
SPECIES  ARE  TO  SURVIVE  IN  THIS  STATE  AND  REGION,  HENDER- 
SONVILLE Quadrangle.  10  acres. 

44.  Glassy  Mountain  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  site  of 
Lonicera  flava  populations  reported  for  THE  COUNTY, 
Hendersonville  Quadrangle.  670  acres. 

45.  Mud  Creek  Bridge  Swamps  - Being  encroached  upon  by  farm- 
lands. These  are  remnants  of  previously  extensive  swamps 

SURROUNDING  HENDERSONVILLE.  It  IS  UNFORTUNATE  ALL  ARE 
ARE  LOST  AND  WOULD  BE  VERY  GOOD  IF  THIS  AREA  COULD  BE 
RESERVED.  HENDERSONVILLE  QUADRANGLE,  35  ACRES. 

46.  Bright  Water  Falls  - Scenic.  Unexplored  botanically. 

Horse  Shoe  Quadrangle.  10  acres. 

47.  Jump-Off  Rock  - Scenic  primarily.  Horse  Shoe  Quadrangle, 
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30  ACRES. 


48.  Pine  Knob  - Unvisited.  G.  W.  McDowell  points  out  bogs 

HERE  ARE  ENDANGERED  ALONG  WITH  THE  RARE  PLANT,  SARRACENIA 

rubra.  Horse  Shoe  Quadrangle.  10  acres. 

49.  Etowah  Bog  - Probably  destroyed.  If  remnants  exist,  it 
SHOULD  BE  PROTECTED.  HORSE  SHOE  QUADRANGLE.  10  ACRES. 

50.  Long  Rock  Branch  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  rare 
PLANTS.  STANDINGSTONE  MOUNTAIN  QUADRANGLE.  50  ACRES. 

51.  Green  River  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  rare  plants. 
Standingstone  Mountain  Quadrangle.  360  acres. 

52.  Mayburn  Mountain  Outcrop  - Probable  rare  plants.  Stand- 
ingstone Mountain  Quadrangle.  80  acres. 

53.  The  Pinnacle  - Outcrop  - Probable  rare  plants.  Standing- 
stone Mountain  Quadrangle.  420  acres. 

54.  Rock  Creek  Falls  - Unvisited.  Scenic  area.  Standingstone 
Mountain  Quadrangle.  15  acres. 

55.  Joanna  Mountain  Outcrops  - This  location  was  mapped  on 

THE  BASIS  OF  OUTCROPPINGS  ON  THE  WESTERN  SLOPE.  No  VISIT 
HAS  BEEN  MADE  TO  THESE  BUT  THEY  NORMALLY  HAVE  UNCOMMON 
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PLANT  SPECIES.  OTHER  PORTIONS  OF  THE  REGION  ARE 
WOODED  WITH  THE  USUAL  OAK  FORESTS.  STAND  I NGSTONE 

Quadrangle.  90  acres. 

56.  Stone  Mountain  Outcrops  - This  location  was  mapped 

ON  THE  BASIS  OF  OUTCROPPINGS  ON  THE  WESTERN  SLOPE.  No 
VISIT  HAS  BEEN  MADE  TO  THESE  BUT  THEY  NORMALLY  HAVE  UN- 
COMMON PLANT  SPECIES.  OTHER  PORTIONS  OF  THE  REGION  ARE 
WOODED  WITH  THE  USUAL  OAK  FORESTS.  STAND  I NGSTONE  MOUNTAIN 

Quadrangle. 

57.  Shoal  Creek  Falls  - Scenic  area.  No  known  rare  plants. 
Stand i ngstone  Mountain  Quadrangle.  25  acres. 

58.  Dry  Branch  Outcrop  - This  location  was  mapped  on  the  basis 

OF  OUTCROPPINGS  ON  THE  WESTERN  SLOPE.  No  VISIT  HAS  BEEN 
MADE  TO  THESE  BUT  THEY  NORMALLY  HAVE  UNCOMMON  PLANT 

species.  Other  portions  of  the  region  are  wooded  with 

THE  USUAL  OAK  FORESTS.  STAND  I NGSTONE  MOUNTAIN  QUADRANGLE. 
40  ACRES. 

59.  The  Flatwood  Outcrop  - No  visit  has  been  made  to  these  but 

THEY  NORMALLY  HAVE  UNCOMMON  PLANT  SPECIES.  STAND INGSTONE 

Mountain  Quadrangle.  250  acres. 

60.  Grassy  Mountain  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  rare  plants. 
Stand ingstone  Mountain  Quadrangle.  100  acres. 
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61.  Huckleberry  Ridge  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  rare 
PLANTS,  ZlRCONIA  QUADRANGLE.  70  ACRES. 

62.  Rice  Knob  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  rare  plants. 
Zirconia  Quadrangle.  60  acres. 

63.  McCarrqll  Mountain  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  rare 
plants,  Zirconia  Quadrangle.  40  acres. 

64.  Panther  Mountain  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  rare 
plants.  Zirconia  Quadrangle.  30  acres. 

65.  Butler  Mountain  Outcrop  - Unvisited.  Probable  rare  plants. 
Zirconia  Quadrangle,  60  acres. 

66.  Hungry  River  Swamps  - Unvisited.  Swamp  habitats  are  rare 
in  region.  Cliffield  Mountain  Quadrangle.  '50  acres, 

SOURCES,: 

Southern  Highlands  Mountain  Resources  Management  Plan.  Vol.  i i, 
June,  1974.  Contributors:  Georgia  Department  of  Natural 
Resources;  North  Carolina  Department  of  Administration; 
South  Carolina  Department  of  Parks,  Recreation  and  Tourism. 
J,  Dan  Pittillo,  Associate  Professor  of  Biology,  Western 
Carolina  University,  Cullowhee,  North  Carolina. 
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THE  YELLOW  PAGES 


A Directory  of  Public  Information  Sources 
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PUBLIC  AGENCIES 


FEDERAL: 

U.  S,  Department  of  Agriculture 
Soil  Conservation  Service 
Federal  Building 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  70^-693-1733 

Pisgah  National  Forest 
Chief  Ranger's  Office 
Pisgah  Forest,  North  Carolina  28768 
Telephone:  704-877-3265 


STATE: 

North  Carolina  Agricultural  Extension  Service 
740  Glover  Street 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone : 704-692-0261 

North  Carolina  Employment  Security  Commission 
218  West  Allen  Street 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-693-1703 
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North  Carolina  Department  of  Transportation 
Haywood  Road 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-891-7911 

North  Carolina  Department  of  Natural 
and  Economic  Resources 
159  Woodfin  Street 
Asheville,  North  Carolina  28802 
Telephone:  704-253-3341 


Air  Quality  Section 

Ext, 

280 

Ground  Water  Section 

Ext. 

266 

Land  Quality  Section 

Ext, 

220 

Water  Quality  Section 

Ext, 

242 

North  Carolina  Institute  of  Government 
University  of  North  Carolina 
Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina  27514 
Telephone : 919-933-1304 

North  Carolina  Department  of  Cultural  Resources 

Division  of  Archives  and  History 

109  Jones  Street 

Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27601 

Telephone:  919-829-7862 
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North  Carolina  Wildlife  Resources  Commission 
Albemarle  Building 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina  27601 
Telephone:  919-829-3392 


REGIONAL: 

Land-of-Sky  Regional  Council 
25  Heritage  Drive 
Asheville,  North  Carolina  28802 
Telephone:  704-254-8131 

Resource  Conservation  and  Development  Program 

P.  0.  Box  1230 

Waynesville,  North  Carolina  28786 
Telephone:  704-452-2519 


LOCAL: 

Henderson  County  Health  Department 
Spartanburg  Highway 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-692-4223 

Henderson  County  Fire  Commission 

P.  0.  Box  2407 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
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Henderson  County  Board  of  Commissioners 
244  Second  Avenue  East 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-692-4213 

Blue  Ridge  Technical  Institute 
Airport  Road 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-693-3572 

Henderson  County  Planning  Department 
Courthouse  Annex 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
T elephone : 704-693-1643 

Henderson  County  Zoning  Administrator 
Courthouse  Annex 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone : 704-693-3061 

Hendersonville  Housing  Authority 
203  Justice  Street 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-692-6175 
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Hendersonville  Water  Department 
125  Sixth  Avenue  East 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-693-6581 

Hendersonville  Redevelopment  Commission 
City  Hall 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-692-7871 

City  of  Hendersonville  Department  of  Inspections 
City  Hall 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
T elephone : 704-692-8846 

Hendersonville  Chamber  of  Commerce 
330  North  King  Street 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-692-1413 

Hendersonville  Planning  Department 
City  Hall 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina 
Telephone : 704-693-6322 
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Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone:  704-692-7871 
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City  Hall 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone : 704-692-8846 

Hendersonville  Chamber  of  Commerce 
330  North  King  Street 
Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  28739 
Telephone : 704-692-1413 

Hendersonville  Planning  Department 
City  Hall 

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina 
Telephone : 704-693-6322 
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